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Snuggle  up  with 
A  Good  ‘Indie’ 
Bookstore 


By  Maire  Farrington 


Harry  Aleo — 
Champion  of 
Small-Town 
Noe  Valley 

By  Jim  Christie 

With  Noe  Valley  about  to  celebrate  its 
History  Day  on  June  26  (the  last  History 
Day  of  the  century!),  what  better  way  to 
reminisce  about  the  past  than  by  hearing 
from  a  man  whose  neighborhood  con¬ 
nections  go  back  75  years? 

Harry  Aleo,  the  owner  of  Twin  Peaks 
Properties,  was  bom  in  San  Francisco  in 
1920,  and  moved  from  the  South  of  Mar¬ 
ket  area  to  Noe  Valley  when  he  was  5. 
These  days  he  lives  “just  six  minutes 
away”  in  West  Portal,  but  he  still  spends 
a  considerable  amount  of  time  in  the 
neighborhood. 

Entering  his  24th  Street  office  feels 
like  a  journey  back  in  time.  Behind  the 
front  counter  there’s  a  pile  of  firewood 
and  an  axe  sitting  next  to  a  wood-burning 
stove.  The  walls  are  covered  with  aging 
framed  photographs,  mostly  of  racehorses, 
one  of  Aleo’s  passions.  The  room  has  a 
couple  of  comfy  chairs  and  several  19408- 
era  radios,  one  of  which  is  tuned  to  a  sta¬ 
tion  playing  “Stormy  Weather”  (which 
Aleo  unabashedly  sings  along  with). 

He  sits  down  in  a  swivel  chair  behind 
his  desk,  leans  back,  and  peers  suspi¬ 
ciously  through  his  eyeglasses  at  the  in¬ 
terloper  who  wants  to  hear  about  the  good 
old  days.  Aleo’s  wavy  silver  hair  is 
combed  back  neatly,  and  his  strong  facial 
features  only  hint  at  his  Italian  ancestry. 
His  fit,  compact  frame  and  a  brown 
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A  Stolen  Car 
Can  Put  a  Big 
Dent  in  Your  Day 

By  Alison  Pence 

It  was  8:15  a.m.,  and  Victoria  Colgan 
was  in  a  hurry  to  get  to  a  doctor’s  ap¬ 
pointment.  As  she  descended  her  front 
steps,  she  fingered  the  keys  to  her  nine- 
month-old,  shiny  white  Honda.  Then  she 
noticed  the  empty  stretch  of  curb  near  the 
comer  of  Hoffman  and  23rd  streets  where 
she’d  parked  her  car  the  day  before. 

“Suddenly,  I  got  an  awful  feeling  in  the 
pit  of  my  stomach,”  she  said.  Either  her 
car  had  been  towed,  for  extending  an  inch 
into  a  fire  hydrant  zone,  or — worst  case 
scenario — it  had  been  stolen. 

After  seeing  red  for  a  few  seconds  — 
and  wondering  how  she  could  have  let 
herself  get  talked  into  those  leather 
seats  —  Colgan  turned  around,  marched 
back  to  her  house,  and  called  a  taxi.  All 
the  way  through  the  $10  cab  ride  and  her 
appointment  at  Kaiser,  she  felt  a  growing 
sense  of  dread. 

Once  back  home,  she  anxiously  picked 
up  the  phone,  this  time  dialing  the  non¬ 
emergency  number  at  the  San  Francisco 
Police  Department  (553-0123).  The  per¬ 
son  on  the  other  end  of  the  line  checked 
the  computer  to  see  if  Colgan ’s  car  had 
been  towed.  (Police  keep  a  computer  log 
of  all  towed  cars  in  the  city.)  Unfortu¬ 
nately,  hers  was  not  listed. 

At  that  point,  Colgan  was  sure  the  car 
had  been  stolen.  "When  I  told  the  police 
it  had  been  stolen,  they  said,  ‘Gee,  we  al¬ 
ready  sent  an  officer  to  your  block  this 
morning,  because  somebody  else’s  car 
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If  you  saw  the  movie  You’ve  Got  Mail, 
you  know  that  these  are  challenging  times 
for  independent  bookstores.  In  the  fic¬ 
tional  tale,  Meg  Ryan  plays  the  owner  of 
a  small  book  shop  that  is  forced  to  shut 
down  after  a  glitzy,  corporate-owned 
bookstore  moves  in  across  the  street. 

Such  scenarios  have  unfortunately  be¬ 
come  all  too  real  in  today’s  book  busi¬ 
ness.  Now,  the  “indie”  bookstores  are 
competing  with  the  one -click  shopping 
available  on  web  sites  like  Amazon.com, 
and  with  the  substantial  discounts  (and 
coffee  coupons)  offered  by  chains  such  as 
Barnes  &  Noble  and  Borders  Books. 

Obviously,  the  small  booksellers  must 
work  harder  than  ever  to  keep  their  cus¬ 
tomer  base.  But  somehow,  some  way, 
Noe  Valley’s  three  independent  book¬ 
stores  have  thrived  in  recent  years.  Two 
have  even  expanded  into  larger  store¬ 
fronts  on  24th  Street. 

Continued  on  Page  13 


When  Cover  to  Cover  moved  in  late  February,  250  loyal  fans  formed  a  human  “book  brigade"  to  pass  the  store’s  books  down  24th  Street. 

Photo  by  Beverly  Tharp 


History  Day  Celebration  in  June 

Once  upon  a  time  in  Noe  Valley... the  No.  11  streetcar  ran  down  24th  Street.  The 
Noe  movie  house  occupied  the  spot  where  'Just  for  Fun  now  stands.  Chocolate 
eclairs  with  real  whipped  cream  cost  5  cents  at  Plate’s  Bakery. 

Those  are  just  a  few  of  the  memories  that  will  be  on  display  at  the  annual  Noe  Val¬ 
ley  History  Day,  June  26,  from  1  to  5  p.m.,  at  the  Noe  Valley  Library  on  Jersey  Street. 
Sponsored  by  the  East  &  West  of  Castro  Street  Improvement  Club  and  the  Friends  of 
Noe  Valley,  the  “nostalgic  look  back”  will  feature  old  photos,  newspaper  clippings,  and 
other  artifacts  culled  from  the  Noe  Valley  Archives,  plus  a  videotaped  interview  with 
Tillie  Smith,  a  survivor  of  the  1906  earthquake. 

“The  younger  people  should  be  apprised  of  what  the  neighborhood  was  like,”  says 
Paul  Kantus,  president  of  the  East  &  West  of  Castro  Club.  Kantus,  73,  has  lived  in  the 
same  house  at  Douglass  and  21st  streets  since  his  birth  in  1926. 

By  sharing  the  history,  he  hopes  to  encourage  residents  to  preserve  the  neighbor¬ 
hood’s  character.  Organizers  are  also  inviting  people  to  scour  their  attics  and  basements 
for  items  that  might  be  of  interest  to  future  generations.  The  artifacts  can  be  donated  to 
the  Noe  Valley  Archives,  housed  at  the  library.  (Give  Kantus  a  call  at  647-3753.) 

Besides  the  historical  display,  the  event  will  include  free  refreshments  and  special 
activities  for  kids.  The  Flying  Calaman  Brothers  will  perform  a  magic  show  at  1 :30 
p.m.,  and  folksinger  Bruce  Sherman  will  entertain  at  2:30  p.m.  For  more  information, 
call  the  Noe  Valley-Sally  Brunn  Library  at  695-5095.  The  branch  is  located  at  45 1  Jer¬ 
sey  St.  near  Castro.  (The  24  trolley  stops  a  block  and  a  half  away.)  — Mark  Robinson 
1 950  photo  courtesy  of  Paul  Kantus  and  the  Noe  Valley  Archives 
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Good  Hit,  Son!  Bob  Bartz  congratulates  5  ^-year-old  Stephan,  on  connecting  with  the  ball  at  Douglass  Park.  Here's  a  wish  for  a 


Happy  Father’s  Day  now  and  in  all  the  Junes  to  come. 


Photo  by  Pamela  Gerard 


Semi-Annual 


Vitamin  Sale  &  Bodycare  Sale 


» 
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Everythinc 


K /  For  close  to  30  years  Real  Foods  has  been  providing  the 
neighborhood  with  high  quality  natural  supplements 
and  personal  care  items.  And  for  almost  as  long, 
we’ve  held  our  20%  off  sale.  Each  year  more 
H  people  discover  the  best  kept  secret  in  town: 

The  Real  Food  Company  is  the  only  place  you 
need  for  supplement  and  personal  care  items. 

From  Aroma  Therapy  to  Zinc  lozenges,  the  entire 
department  is  on  sale,  and  our  expert  staff  is  here 
to  assist  you.  But  hurry,  it’s  three  days  only! 


A  Neighborhood  Tradition 


The  Real  Food  Company  3939  24th  Street  282-9500  Open  9am  Daily 
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Look  us  up  at  www.zephyr-re.com 
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Global  resources. 
Hometown 


It  all  comes  together  at  Bank  of  America. 


Mortgage  solutions  for  a 
nation  of  neighborhoods. 


Cristian  Connelly 
I  M  Mortgage  Banker 

W  One  Powell  St.  6th  FI 

San  Francisco,  CA  94102 
415.953.3133 
415.622.3643  fax 

cristian.r.connelly@bankamerica.com 


Bankof  America. 


t=j 

LENDER 


Bank  of  America  Mortgage  is  a  division  of  Bank  of  America, 
FSB.  NationsBank,  N.A.,  Bank  of  America,  N.A.  and 
NationsBanc  Mortgage  Corporation. 
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FISH  &  POULTRY 

2590  Mission  St.,  at  22nd,  San  Francisco  •  415-282-3331 


Garden  Design  and 
Construction 

planting  design 

decks 

stonework 

water  features 

lighting 

irrigation 

consultation 


gardens  to  remember 


415  642  5800 

Let  us  consult  on  your 
garden  project. 


Praise  for  Gallant  Street  Sweeper 

Editor: 

I  am  writing  this  letter  to  thank  the  gen¬ 
tleman  who  identified  himself  as  “Paul 
the  street  sweeper,”  a  true  gallant  if  ever 
there  was  one. 

On  May  3,  my  car  was  towed  illegally 
from  the  vicinity  of  22nd  and  Church.  It 
seems  that  someone  had  posted  the  space 
where  I  had  parked  for  a  moving  van.  The 
signs  were  admittedly  (by  the  postee)  tom 
down  earlier,  but  Officer  #0201  chose  to 
have  my  car  towed  anyway.  I  walked  to 
Noe’s  Bar  at  Church  and  24th  to  call  a 
cab,  which  never  showed  up. 

Paul,  wearing  a  street  sweeper’s  vest, 
noticed  my  distress,  and  I  explained  what 
had  happened.  A  true  gentleman,  he  of¬ 
fered  and  I  accepted  a  ride  to  the  Hall  of 
Justice,  where  I  ransomed  my  Toyota 
from  durance  vile  in  the  impound  lot. 

His  conduct  lifted  my  spirits  in  what 
was  a  very  dismaying  situation. 

Three  cheers  for  Paul  the  street 
sweeper! 

Joanne  D.  Rush 
Prospect  Street 

An  Open-and-Shut  Car  Break-In 

Editor: 

I  hope  many  readers  will  be  as  appalled 
as  I  am,  regarding  the  outcome  of  a  car 
break-in  reported  by  Officer  Lois  Perillo 
in  her  informative  Police  Beat  column 
(May  1999  Voice). 

The  item  mentions  a  person  being  spot¬ 
ted  inside  a  vandalized  vehicle  by  both 
witnesses  and  police  officers.  Apparently, 
the  police  were  alerted  by  an  observant 
neighbor’s  calls.  The  car’s  radio,  stripped 
from  the  dash,  identified  by  the  owner, 
along  with  burglary  tools,  were  found  in 
a  bag,  still  in  possession  of  the  suspect. 
The  perpetrator  was  charged  with  both 
felony  and  misdemeanor  offenses. 

An  open-and-shut  case?  Not  quite! 

The  charges  were  thrown  out  because 
the  car  owner  had  returned  to  Minnesota. 
Am  I  missing  something  here? 

Presumably,  the  vehicle  owner  made  a 
statement  regarding  ownership.  Is  it  pos¬ 
sible  the  inept  criminal  pled  not  guilty? 

What  is  the  message  this  scenario 
sends  to  civic-minded  people  who  report 
a  crime  in  progress? 

And  is  there  a  hidden  message  to  auto 
break-in  artists:  Always  make  sure  the  ve¬ 
hicle  has  out-of-state  license  plates? 

I  am  keeping  my  fingers  crossed  that 
the  thief  will  not  sue  for  wrongful  arrest 
or  defamation  of  character. 

Ron  Maberley 
Alma  Street 

Stench  Has  a  Long  History 

Editor: 

In  a  story  printed  in  your  last  issue 
[“Hahn’s  Hibachi’s  Neighbors  Are 
Breathing  Easier,”  May  1999  Voice],  you 
wrote  that  I  “spearheaded”  the  opposition 
against  Hahn’s.  I  did  not!  Neighbors  on 
Jersey  Street  did.  They  are  the  ones  who 
suffered  3 1/2  years  of  that  stench.  I  joined 
the  fight  when  I  could  not  walk  down  24th 
Street  without  getting  an  attack  of  asthma 
and  said  enough  was  enough. 

Lorraine  Sherrill 

The  Voice  apologizes  for  the  error. 


Condo  Prices  Are  Obscene 

Editor: 

Am  I  the  only  reader  who  was  taken 
aback  by  the  25th  Street  condo  sellers 
who  unabashedly  raised  their  asking 
prices  due  to  strong  buyer  demand? 
[“Neighborhood  House  Prices  Hit  the 
Roof,”  May  1999  Voice] 

If  all  potential  buyers  would  refuse  to 
pay  these  obscene  prices,  perhaps  we 


could  put  a  stop  to  their  escalation.  Sadly, 
Noe  Valley  has  turned  from  its  working¬ 
-class  origins  to  an  exclusive  enclave 
where  property  values  rule  the  roost  (with 
a  little  boost  from  the  realtors). 

If  we  truly  are  concerned  about  school 
teachers,  janitors,  bus  drivers,  and  those 
who  make  our  city  a  special  place  in 
which  to  live,  we  should  act  to  obtain 
more  low-  and  moderate-income  hous¬ 
ing — and  not  let  the  developers  call  the 
shots.  Large  apartment  buildings  should 
contain  a  mix  of  higher-priced  and  less 
expensive  units. 

We  must  make  room  for  all  income 
groups  in  all  neighborhoods,  or  we  per¬ 
petuate  the  division  of  the  haves  and 
have-nots. 

Marge  Harburg 
Winfield  Street 

Bring  Back  Argyle  Socks 

Editor: 

I  rather  like  the  Noe  Valley  comfort¬ 
able  and  casual  clothes  look  [“Is  There  a 
Noe  Valley  Look?”  May  1999  Voice]. 

However,  some  men  and  women  con¬ 
fuse  casual  with  sloppy.  The  look  can  de¬ 
generate  into  slovenly,  dirty,  and  un¬ 
shaven,  particularly  for  men.  That  Noe 
Valley  look  is  unappealing  and  appalling. 

Thanks  to  the  real  estate  crowd,  we  do 
see  some  beautifully  dressed  men  and 
women,  usually  in  a  hurry,  gracing  24th 
Street.  My  brother  and  sister  clergy  wear 
clerical  collars  from  time  to  time.  Sadly, 
even  clerical  dress  has  fallen  out  of  fash¬ 
ion  in  some  circles.  Our  Roman  Catholic 
clergy  should  be  seen  in  clericals  more  of¬ 
ten.  I  think  we  look  rather  spiffy  when 
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The  Noe  Valley  Voice  is  an  independent  news¬ 
paper  published  monthly  except  in  January  and 
August.  It  is  distributed  free  in  Noe  Valley  and 
vicinity,  on  or  before  the  first  Thursday  of  the 
month.  Subscriptions  are  available  at  $20  per  year 
($10  for  seniors)  by  writing  to  the  above  address. 

Most  stories  and  the  Class  Ads  are  also  pub¬ 
lished  on  our  web  site:  www.noevalleyvoice .com. 

The  Voice  welcomes  your  letters,  photos,  and 
manuscripts,  particularly  on  topics  relating  to 
Noe  Valley.  All  items  should  include  your  name, 
address,  and  phone  number,  and  may  be  edited 
for  brevity  or  clarity.  (Unsigned  manuscripts  will 
not  be  considered  for  publication.)  Unsolicited 
contributions  will  be  returned  only  if  accompa¬ 
nied  by  a  self-addressed,  stamped  envelope. 
Editorial  Office:  (415)  821-3324 
E-mail:  jaxvoice@aol.com 
Web  Site:  www.noevalleyvoice.com 
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The  Neighborhood 
According  to  Harry 

Continued  from  Page  1 


leather  bomber  jacket  give  the  impression 
of  someone  decades  younger. 

Aleo’s  speech  is  peppered  with  mild 
oaths,  and  his  gruff  manner  can  be  intim¬ 
idating.  (He  usually  avoids  interviews 
and  likes  to  dismiss  the  Voice  as  “that  rad¬ 
ical  rag.”)  But  once  he  warms  to  his  sub¬ 
ject,  he  sets  his  natural  guardedness  aside. 

Aleo  has  plenty  of  fond  memories  of 
his  childhood  in  Noe  Valley.  He  lived 
with  his  parents  at  820  Diamond  St., 
above  the  small  fruit  and  vegetable  store 
they  operated  for  30  years.  Harry  deliv¬ 
ered  groceries  for  Aleo’s  Market  as  a 
youngster,  and  he  attended  the  neighbor¬ 
hood’s  public  schools. 

Harry  started  grade  school  at  Noe  Val¬ 
ley  Elementary,  a  wooden  schoolhouse  at 
24th  and  Douglass  streets  (where  Noe 
Courts  is  today).  Then  he  moved  to  James 
Lick  Junior  High  when  it  opened  on  Noe 
Street  in  the  1930s. 

“James  Lick  was  originally  a  four- 
story  wooden  building,”  Aleo  says.  “Then 
they  tore  it  down.  I  had  the  distinction  of 
being  in  the  last  class  at  the  old  James  Lick 
and  the  first  class  at  the  new  James  Lick.” 

One  of  Aleo’s  biggest  smiles  is  re¬ 
served  for  his  memories  of  the  original 
Herb’s  Fine  Foods  (3991  24th  St.)  — 

hen  there  was  a  fellow 
named  Buxy  Mullins  who 
would  drive  his  convertible 
down  24th  Street  with  his  head 
popped  up  through  a  hole  in 
the  ragtop.  “We’d  lob  water 
balloons  at  him  if  we  spotted 
him  coming,”  laughs  Aleo.  “We 
had  good  clean  fun  back  then.” 

whose  proprietors  were  Herb  and  Mar¬ 
garet  Gaines.  The  soda  fountain  was  di¬ 
rectly  across  from  the  Noe  Theater,  the 
majestic  movie  house  that  stood  where 
Just  for  Fun  and  Ritz  Camera  are  now. 

“Movies  cost  a  dime,”  he  recalls.  “Then 
we’d  have  dime  hamburgers  and  milk¬ 
shakes  at  Herb’s  after  the  show.”  The  film 
he  remembers  most  from  the  Noe’s  hey¬ 
day  is  The  Wizard  of  Oz,  released  in  1939. 

Aleo  also  engaged  in  his  share  of  ado¬ 
lescent  pranks  with  his  friends.  On  Hal¬ 
loween  he  and  his  buddies  would  toss 
eggs  through  the  angled  open  windows  of 
the  Noe  Valley  Library’s  upper  floor. 
Then  there  was  a  fellow  named  Buxy 
Mullins  who  would  drive  his  convertible 
down  24th  Street  with  his  head  popped  up 
through  a  hole  in  the  ragtop.  “We’d  lob 
water  balloons  at  him  if  we  spotted  him 
coming,”  laughs  Aleo.  “We  had  good 
clean  fun  back  then.” 

The  convertible  triggers  another  recol¬ 
lection.  “One  of  the  strange  things  was 
that  we  used  to  have  five  gas  stations  and 
very  few  cars,”  Aleo  says.  “There  was  the 
Flying  A,  where  Home  Savings  is  now,  a 
Richfield  station  at  Church  and  Jersey,  a 
station  at  24th  and  Diamond,  one  next  to 
Haystack  Pizza,  and  another  at  24th  and 
Church.  Now  we  have  no  gas  stations  and 
too  many  cars.” 

Aleo  smiles  and  makes  a  claim  that 
present-day  car  owners  can  only  dream 
about:  “Back  then,  you  could  drive  any¬ 
where  and  park.” 

Still,  public  transportation  was  king  in 
the  ’20s  and  ’30s.  Aleo  remembers  the 
old  Number  11  streetcar,  which  ran  on 
24th  Street  from  Hoffman  Avenue  down 
to  Dolores,  where  it  turned  left  heading 
north.  At  22nd  Street  it  cut  over  to  Mis¬ 
sion  Street  for  its  run  to  the  Bay. 

There  was  also  a  cable  car  bam  where 


If  you  think  Harry  Aleo’s  storefront  window  on  24th  Street  has  memorabilia,  you  should  see  the  old  photos,  radios,  and  records  inside.  Aleo 
grew  up  in  Noe  Valley  during  the  Roaring  20s,  and  opened  his  real  estate  office.  Twin  Peaks  Properties,  in  1947.  Photo  by  Beverly  Tharp 
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ATTORNEYS  AT  LAW 

409 1  24th  Street 
NOE  VALLEY 
(4 1 5)  64 1  -0700 


.CLAY.'*  FILLMORE  DISTRICT 

The  Noe  Theater  opened  on  Jan.  14,  1937,  with  The  Case  of  the  Velvet  Claws  and  Old  Hutch. 
starring  Wallace  Beery.  Throughout  the  '40s,  San  Franciscans  flocked  to  the  neighborhood 
movie  palaces,  recalls  Harry  Aleo.  Still,  there  were  plenty  of  parking  spaces  on  24th  Street. 


Walgreen ’s  is  today,”  he  adds.  “Its  cars 
traveled  along  Castro  from  26th  to  18th.” 
(The  Castro  Street  line  was  phased  out  by 
1941  and  replaced  with  diesel  buses. 
Later  it  switched  to  electric  trolleys  and 
became  the  24-Divisadero.) 

When  Aleo  and  his  pals  weren’t  toss¬ 
ing  water  balloons  or  hitching  rides  on  ca¬ 
ble  cars,  they  played  a  lot  of  baseball.  “I 
was  with  the  Douglass  Midgets,”  he  says 
proudly.  “Glen  Park’s  team  would  come 
to  Douglass  Park  to  play  us,  and  we’d 
walk  over  the  hill  to  Glen  Park  to  play 
them.  Good  Brothers  Dairy  was  over 
there,  and  cows  used  to  graze  where  Glen 
Canyon  is  today.” 


Baseball  remained  an  important  part  of 
Aleo’s  life.  After  graduating  from  Mis¬ 
sion  High  School,  he  was  a  pitcher  and 
third  baseman  at  San  Francisco  Junior 
College  (now  City  College).  He  later 
played  semi-pro  ball.  In  the  early  1940s 
he  signed  a  contract  with  the  Brooklyn 
Dodgers,  but  an  arm  injury  cut  short  his 
career.  Aleo  still  has  the  release  letter  he 
received  from  the  legendary  Branch  Rick¬ 
ey.  He  remains  a  Dodgers  fan  to  this  day. 

Aleo  was  almost  21  when  the  attack  on 
Pearl  Harbor  took  place.  He  remembers 
climbing  up  to  his  rooftop  the  night  of 

Continued  on  Page  7 
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415.626.7256 

www.palmbroker.coiT 

Open 

Wednesday  - 
Saturday 
11-5 

Sunday  Noon  -  6 


— Til 


on your  dreams. 


kitchens  /  baths 


decks  /  additions  new  homes 


Doug  Shoemaker  AIA 

Licensed  Architect,  State  of  California  since  1980 
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Noe  Valley,  415.648.1 208 
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Nursery  &  Garden  Shop 

Spring  is  just  around  the  comer! 
Let  us  supply  you  with  everything 
you  ned  for  your  garden  &  home! 


Open  daily  9  to  5.  Closed  Mondays. 
1330  Ocean  Avenue  (at  Granada),  SF 


(415)  334-7401 


Custom  Windows 

Sc 

Exterior  Siding 


♦  Never  paint  again! 

♦  Energy  Efficient 

♦  Family-run  company 

♦  Locally-owned 

♦  Free  Estimates 

♦  Lifetime  Warranty 


FINANCING  AVAILABLE 


HOME  RENEWAL  INC 

California  Contractors  License  #  740587 


Call  now  for 
your  free  estimate 

1-800-747-0272 
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dressed  up  a  bit. 

Sadly,  the  bankers  have  gone  the  way 
of  casual-to-sloppy.  Can  we  trust  a 
banker-man  without  a  coat  and  tie  or  a 
banker- woman  without  a  jacket?  I  prefer 
to  use  the  automatic  teller  machines  so  I 
do  not  have  to  worry  about  the  rectitude 
of  my  bankers. 

Your  fashion  reporter,  Anne  Senges, 
cited  the  muted  colors  and  lack  of 
turquoise  in  our  neighborhood.  Never¬ 
theless,  I  love  the  bright,  passionate  col¬ 
ors,  which  I  assume  are  in  reserve  only 
until  the  next  fashion  trend,  when  they’ll 
be  trotted  out  again.  I  love  brightly  col¬ 
ored  argyle  socks.  But  I  am  fast  running 
out  of  them  since  no  one  peddles  them 
any  longer. 

It  is  too  bad  there  are  so  few  special  oc¬ 
casions  on  24th  Street  when  folks  dress 
up.  We  go  to  the  opera  and  the  symphony, 
and  out  to  dinner,  and  some  of  us  dress 
up.  But  even  in  those  sacred  places  of  mu¬ 
sic  and  food,  the  casual-to-sloppy  look 
reigns.  Maybe  an  Easter  Parade  or  Fall 
Festival  could  be  held  where  we  can  strut 
our  finery.  My  darling  wife,  Ann,  dresses 
to  the  nines  with  a  splendid  hat  each  Sun¬ 
day  she  attends  Trinity. 

Casual  and  comfortable  is  fine,  but 
showing  off  the  beautiful,  colorful,  and 
glorious  is  wonderful,  too. 

Robert  Warren  Cromey 
Rector,  Trinity  Episcopal  Church 
Resident  of  20th  Street 

A  Group  of  Parents  for  Public 
Schools 

Editor: 

Some  of  you  may  know  that  a  local 
chapter  of  the  national  organization  Par¬ 
ents  for  Public  Schools  is  forming  in  San 
Francisco.  (Check  out  the  national  web 
site  at  www.parents4publicschools.com.) 

As  a  parent  witfi  a  child  in  the  public 
schools,  I  (Sandra)  attended  their  national 
convention  recently  and  was  very  im¬ 
pressed  with  the  group,  the  resources  they 
have  to  offer,  and  their  board  members — 
they  draw  support  from  well-respected 
organizations  like  the  Kettering  Founda¬ 
tion  and  the  Institute  for  Responsive  Ed¬ 
ucation  (www.resp-ed.org).  The  initial 
work  of  the  chapter  will  be  to  focus  on 
providing  families  of  preschoolers  with 
information  and  resources  on  school  se¬ 
lection  and  enrollment. 

We  hope  to  reach  out  to  constituencies 
in  the  city  who  are  unfamiliar  with  the 
fact  that  they  have  a  voice  as  to  where 
their  children  go  to  school.  In  addition, 
we  want  to  encourage  families  to  look  at 
“less  well-known”  schools,  and  to  work 
with  schools  to  ensure  that  the  public 
schools  are  a  viable  option  for  all  fami¬ 
lies  in  the  community.  We  will  be  work¬ 
ing  on  a  public  perception  campaign  as 
well  as  site  capacity  issues  at  the  schools. 

Obviously,  we  cannot  change  the 
world  overnight,  and  so  we  will  start 
small,  and  as  our  membership  grows,  we 
will  tackle  other  issues  such  as  “Building 
the  Bridge  to  Middle  School.”  We  also 
hope  to  have  a  voice  in  the  selection  of 
the  new  superintendent  and  the  new  en¬ 
rollment  process. 

We  are  looking  for  a  core  group  of 
members  to  help  us  get  this  off  the 
ground,  who  are  advocates  for  public  ed¬ 
ucation  and  who  would  rather  “light  can¬ 
dles  than  curse  the  darkness,”  as  Adlai 
Stevenson  said  of  Eleanor  Roosevelt.  We 
are  working  with  a  local  foundation  on 
start-up  costs  and  looking  for  links  to 
other  foundations  that  would  like  to  fund 
this  type  of  group.  We  are  also  looking  for 
contacts  in  an  ad  agency  who  would  like 


to  work  with  us  on  a  pro  bono  basis. 

Give  us  a  call  if  you  can  help. 

Sandra  Halladey 
415-695-1949 
Deena  Zacharin 
415-826-3565 

Be  Wary  of  Reese  Cup  Guy 

Editor: 

My  name  is  Paul  Abrams,  and  I  am  the 
Department  of  Public  Works  street  sweep¬ 
er  here  in  Noe  Valley.  Some  of  you  may 
have  seen  me  working  at  one  time  or  an¬ 
other.  I  would  like  to  share  with  you  one 
of  my  experiences  in  the  neighborhood. 

While  cleaning  at  Noe  and  24th  streets, 

I  observed  a  man  and  woman  talking.  At 
first  I  thought  they  were  together.  Then  I 
noticed  her  open  her  wallet  and  hand  him 
a  $10  bill.  In  exchange,  he  gave  her  a 
king-size  Reese’s  peanut  buttercup.  (Any 
real  fundraiser  would  have  charged  only 
$1  for  this  item.) 

As  he  left,  I  made  an  inquiry  of  the 
woman  as  I  made  a  note  of  his  departing 
direction.  She  said  he  had  told  her  he  rep¬ 
resented  an  AIDS  charity  and  had  asked 
if  she  would  like  to  volunteer;  if  not, 
would  she  contribute  $10  to  the  cause. 

I  followed  the  man  up  the  block,  where 
he  was  accosting  two  young  women.  An 
exchange  (cash — candy)  had  already  oc¬ 
curred.  I  asked  him  to  produce  his  iden¬ 
tification.  He  acted  as  if  he  had  it,  but 
could  not  produce  it.  He  then  offered  the 
women  their  money  back  if  they  did  not 
feel  comfortable  contributing,  since  he 
did  not  have  his  charity  I.D.  As  money 
and  candy  were  being  returned,  I  noticed 
a  patrol  car  rolling  by.  I  whistled  for  the 
police,  and  this  man  took  off  running  up 
Sanchez,  never  to  return  (so  far  as  I  know) 
to  Noe  Valley. 

I  wish  to  enlighten  the  members  of  our 
community  to  some  important  facts: 

•  Legitimate  charities  rarely  solicit  on 
the  street. 

•  Representatives  always  have  a  pic¬ 
ture  I.D.,  with  the  title,  address,  and 
phone  number  of  their  organization  on  it. 

•  Opening  your  wallet  or  furnishing 
your  address  to  anyone  on  the  street  is  po¬ 
tentially  dangerous  and  costly. 

•  Contributing  on  the  street  encourages 
more  beggars  to  make  a  living  from  the 
generosity  and  vulnerability  of  the  Noe 
Valley  community. 

Please  understand  my  total  commit¬ 
ment  to  my  job  and  our  neighborhood.  At 
your  service  always, 

Paul  Abrams 

Search  for  the  Causes  of 
Breast  Cancer 

Editor: 

I  read  with  interest  Suzanne  Herd’s  ar¬ 
ticle  in  the  April  issue  regarding  the  high 
sales  of  the  breast  cancer  stamp  in  Noe 
Valley.  I  think  it’s  wonderful  that  our 
neighborhood  is  showing  so  much  sup¬ 
port  for  breast  cancer  research.  But  ex¬ 
actly  what  kind  of  research  is  funded  by 
the  stamp  funds? 

The  stamp  itself  says:  “Fund  the  fight. 
Find  a  cure.”  The  search  for  a  cure  is  un¬ 
doubtedly  an  important  effort,  but  so  is 
the  search  for  the  causes  of  this  disease. 

As  the  article  pointed  out,  70  percent 
of  the  funds  raised  will  go  to  the  National 
Institutes  of  Health  (NIH),  which,  in  turn, 
is  directing  it  to  the  National  Cancer  In¬ 
stitute  (NCI). 

The  NCI  has  largely  focused  its  re¬ 
search  on  genetics,  chemotherapy  treat¬ 
ments,  and  so-called  “prevention”  pills. 
Yet,  true  prevention  can  only  come 
through  finding  the  causes  of  breast  can¬ 
cer  and  eradicating  them. 

Continued  on  Page  8 
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Give  ’em  Hell, 
Harry! 

Continued  from  Page  5 

Dec.  7,  1941,  and  looking  around  at  San 
Francisco  shrouded  in  darkness  —  a 
blackout  was  in  effect  because  of  a  ru¬ 
mored  Japanese  air  attack. 

Like  many  other  young  men,  Aleo  was 
drafted  by  the  U.S.  Army.  But  he  was  ini¬ 
tially  turned  down  because  of  a  slight  her¬ 
nia.  He  had  surgery  to  correct  the  prob¬ 
lem,  was  reclassified  1-A,  and  eventually 
fought  with  the  87th  Infantry  in  France, 
Germany,  and  the  Ardennes  campaigns, 
including  the  Battle  of  the  Bulge  with 
General  Patton’s  3rd  Army. 

After  returning  from  the  war,  Aleo  be¬ 
gan  working  part-time  at  a  real  estate 
firm.  He  decided  after  six  months  to  start 
his  own  real  estate  and  insurance  broker¬ 
age,  so  he  and  a  partner,  Jerry  Butler, 
opened  Twin  Peaks  Properties  in  1947. 
(Butler  was  involved  for  only  a  few  years.) 
The  original  office  was  located  on  24th 
Street  where  Haystack  Pizza  is  today. 
Aleo  paid  $75  per  month  rent  for  12  years. 

“Johnny  McCarthy  [the  landlord] 
never  considered  raising  the  rent,”  Aleo 
says.  “These  days  it’s  how  much  can  I  get — 
not  what’s  a  fair  and  just  rate.  I  understand 
that  if  someone  buys  property  at  current 
prices,  they  need  to  cover  their  mortgage 
payments,  but  some  people  bought  years 
ago.  I’m  against  gouging  rents.” 

Aleo  considers  himself  to  be  a  Johnny 
McCarthy-style  landlord.  He  prefers  that 
his  residential  and  commercial  rental 
rates  remain  confidential,  but  the  num¬ 
bers  he  mentions  are  well  below  what  the 
market  would  bear  now. 

Twin  Peaks  Properties  moved  to  its 
current  location  at  4072  24th  St.  (near 
Castro)  in  1958,  when  Aleo  became  the 
sales  agent  and  eventual  buyer  of  the 
building  next  door  to  John’s  Pool  Hall 
(now  the  Mitre  Box  frame  shop).  Aleo  re¬ 
members  that  the  space  had  been  occu¬ 
pied  for  years  by  Pete’s  Grocery,  but  Pete 
decided  to  retire  when  the  owner  put  the 
building  up  for  sale. 

“It  was  a  great  opportunity,”  says  Aleo. 
“That’s  where  all  the  business  was,  be¬ 
tween  Castro  and  Noe.  There  wasn’t 
much  of  anything  near  my  first  office.” 

The  building  owner  wanted  $35,000, 
with  $5,000  down,  so  Aleo  borrowed  the 
down  payment  and  the  place  became  his. 
The  mortgage  payment  was  $200  a  month. 

Noe  Valley  in  pre -World  War  II  days 
was  populated  mainly  by  working-class 
people  of  Irish  and  German  descent.  Aleo 
remembers  only  one  African  American, 
who  happened  to  be  the  mailman.  Over 
time,  a  few  Asian  store  owners  moved  in. 

These  and  other  changes  to  the  neigh¬ 
borhood  were  always  gradual,  according 
to  Aleo.  Even  the  hippie  invasion  of  the 
late  ’60s  had  little  effect  on  the  neigh¬ 
borhood.  Aleo  remembers  joining  a 
Council  of  Merchants  delegation  to  meet 
with  the  mayor  about  the  “vagrant”  prob¬ 
lem  in  the  Haight.  “Mayor  Shelley  just 
held  up  his  hands  and  said,  ‘What  the  hell 
can  I  do?”’  laughs  Aleo. 

The  only  time  Aleo  sensed  an  abrupt 
shift  in  Noe  Valley  was  when  Safeway 
opened  in  Diamond  Heights.  “Look  at 
what  they  carry,”  he  says,  “cards,  flowers, 
a  bakery,  meat  and  fish  markets.  Just 
think  of  all  the  small  shops  that  repre¬ 
sents.  The  little  guys  couldn’t  compete!” 

Asked  about  the  issue  of  chain  stores 
in  the  neighborhood,  Aleo  says,  “You 
can’t  keep  a  chain  store  out  just  because 
they’re  a  chain,  although  I  wish  you 
could.  But  there  are  other  ways,  like 
[looking  at]  the  impact  on  traffic  and 
parking  they  create,  and  by  limiting  the 
area  size  of  the  business.  I  want  to  main¬ 
tain  the  small-town  charm  of  the  neigh¬ 


One  of  Harry  Aleo’s  happiest  memories  is 
going  to  the  movies  at  the  Noe  Theater, 
then  running  across  24th  Street  to  Herb’s 
for  a  hamburger  and  a  milkshake.  1 940s  photo 
courtesy  of  Paul  Kantus  and  the  Noe  Volley  Archives 


borhood.  I’m  for  small  business.” 

Many  people  might  be  surprised  to 
hear  such  pronouncements  from  Harry 
Aleo.  Most  24th  Street  habitues  know 
him  only  from  his  storefront  window, 
where  for  years  they  have  viewed  his  col¬ 
lection  of  Republican  memorabilia, 
American  flags,  and  anti-Clinton  political 
cartoons  with  a  mixture  of  curiosity  and 
disdain.  But  it  would  be  a  mistake  to  pi¬ 
geonhole  Aleo  as  a  right-wing  conserva¬ 
tive.  He  might  even  be  called  a  progres¬ 
sive,  based  upon  his  efforts  on  behalf  of 
the  neighborhood  over  the  years. 

He  also  has  something  in  common  with 
Clinton:  they’re  both  saxophone  players. 
Aleo  recalls  that  when  the  mood  struck 


ou  can’t  keep  a  chain 
store  out  just  because 
they’re  a  chain,  although  I  wish 
you  could.  But  there  are  other 
ways,  like  [looking  at]  the 
impact  on  traffic  and  parking 
they  create,  and  by  limiting  the 
area  size  of  the  business.  I  want 
to  maintain  the  small-town 
charm  of  the  neighborhood. 

I’m  for  small  business.” 

— Harry  Aleo 


him,  he’d  bring  out  his  sax  and  entertain 
the  neighborhood  groups  who  used  to 
meet  at  Willopi  Hall. 

That  was  back  in  the  ’50s,  before  the 
hall  was  condemned  by  the  city.  You  can 
thank  Harry  Aleo  for  the  existence  of  the 
public  parking  lot  that  sits  there  now  (be¬ 
tween  Hopwell’s  and  Radio  Shack). 

When  Willopi  Hall  was  put  up  for  sale 
after  being  condemned  in  1 96 1 ,  Aleo  was 
afraid  it  would  be  purchased  and  turned 
into  something  that  didn’t  fit  the  quiet 
neighborhood.  He  wanted  to  buy  it  him¬ 
self,  but  lacked  the  $30,000  asking  price. 
He  eventually  convinced  19  other  busi¬ 
nesses  to  acquire  it  with  him  (in  the  name 
of  a  title  company  to  ensure  anonymity). 
They  then  turned  around  and  sold  it  to  the 
city  (for  the  same  amount),  upon  the  city’s 
assurance  that  the  building  would  be  de¬ 
molished  and  the  space  used  for  a  public 
parking  lot.  The  lot  opened  in  1963. 

Aleo  stayed  active  in  the  neighborhood 
by  joining  the  original  Noe  Valley  Mer¬ 
chants  Association  (NVMA).  He  served 
as  president  several  times  in  the  ’60s  and 
early  ’70s,  until  a  couple  of  divisive  is¬ 
sues  created  a  rift  in  the  organization.  One 
faction  wanted  to  institute  street  fairs,  and 
also  promoted  an  idea  with  more  serious 
ramifications  for  24th  Street:  “They  want¬ 


ed  to  change  the  zoning  to  allow  second- 
floor  businesses,”  says  Aleo.  He  and  other 
like-minded  members  vehemently  op¬ 
posed  both  ideas,  so  they  left  the  NVMA 
in  1974  and  formed  the  Business  &  Pro¬ 
fessional  Association  of  Noe  Valley. 

“After  a  lengthy  battle  we  stopped  the 
zoning  change  and  kept  businesses  from 
the  second  floors,”  Aleo  says.  “If  we  had 
lost,  24th  Street  would  not  be  the  same  to¬ 
day,  since  commercial  rents  are  much  high¬ 
er  than  residential.”  In  other  words,  all 
those  upper  floors  would  be  offices,  and 
we’d  have  even  fewer  apartments  for  rent. 

Several  years  later,  the  two  merchants’ 
groups  reunited  when  it  became  apparent 
that  their  goals  had  coalesced  once  again. 

Aleo  and  fellow  realtor  Armando 
Bolanos  met  with  NVMA’s  president  at 
the  time,  Vi  Gianaras  (of  Panos’  Restau¬ 
rant,  now  closed),  who  assured  him  that 
the  second-floor-business  advocates  were 
gone.  The  current  Noe  Valley  Merchants 
and  Professionals  Association  arose  out 
of  that  meeting,  and  24th  Street  has  re¬ 
mained  free  of  new  second-floor  busi¬ 
nesses  ever  since. 

Aleo  is  still  involved  with  the  group, 
and  he  was  recently  honored  as  Merchant 
of  the  Year  by  the  Council  of  District 
Merchants  Association.  Aleo  shrugs  off 
the  honor  by  saying,  “If  you  live  long 
enough,  good  things  will  eventually  hap¬ 
pen  to  you.” 

It  is  now  past  Aleo’s  closing  time,  but 
he  agrees  to  take  a  few  more  questions. 
Still  wondering  about  his  perception  of 
the  Voice,  I  suggest  that  the  Twin  Peaks 
Sentinel,  a  weekly  neighborhood  news¬ 
paper  i'n  the  1930s,  was  just  as  “radical” 
in  its  time  as  the  Voice  is  now.  “The  Sen¬ 
tinel  wasn’t  radical!”  exclaims  Aleo. 
“They  just  printed  the  news.” 

To  prove  his  point,  he  jumps  up  and 
rummages  through  a  box  of  papers,  then 
pulls  out  a  February  1941  issue  of  the 
Sentinel.  He’s  right,  too.  There  is  no  way 
that  the  headlines  about  the  annual  Police 
Ball,  the  Columbia  Park  Boys’  Club  va¬ 
riety  show,  or  the  doings  of  the  Willopi 
Council  could  be  considered  subversive. 

“You  just  want  to  stir  up  controversy,” 
he  says  about  the  Voice.  He  points  to  the 
James  Lick -Just  for  Fun  brouhaha  as  a 
recent  example.  “One  kid  shoplifts,  a 
store  owner  chases  him  and  hurts  himself 
in  the  process,  you  publicize  it,  and  now 
we  have  all  these  meetings.  It  was  blown 
totally  out  of  proportion.” 

But  realizing  that  he’s  been  steered 
away  from  the  old  days,  Aleo  puts  up  his 
guard  again.  “What  else  do  you  want  to 
know?”  he  says. 

How  about  what’s  right  with  Noe  Val¬ 
ley?  Aleo  gazes  out  toward  24th  Street 
and  smiles  at  a  passing  stroller  brigade. 
“Well,  it’s  good  to  see  that  babies  are  in 
season  again.  I  like  that.” 

And  how  about  the  old  days  versus 
now?  “This  is  still  one  of  the  best  neigh¬ 
borhoods  in  the  city,”  Aleo  says.  “But  it 
was  a  different  life  then,  and  you  guys 
missed  it.”  □ 


Put  your  finishing  touches  on 
this  beautifully  designed 
custom  home  with  sweeping 
bay  views  located  on  Bernal 
Heights'  east  slope. 

As  a  discriminating  buyer,  you 
can  work  directly  with  the 
builder  to  make  this  superb 
residence  your  very  own. 


For  further  information  call: 

Earl&Carren 


BANKER  □ 


415/447-8840 

415/447-8841 


Bold  &  Beautiful 


Skin  Care  by  Bella 

European  Facial 

•  Special  treatment  for  acne  skin 
•  Glycolic  acid  peel 
Experience  bio-electric  rejuvenation: 
This  ultimate  treatment  lifts  facial  muscles, 
tightens  skin,  diminishes  wrinkles,  and 
improves  complexion. 

•  Lash  and  eyebrow  tinting 
•  Waxing 

Gift  Certificates  Available 

Skincare  Therapist  Bella 
4081  24th  Street  (near  Castro) 
(415)  550-8700 

Open  Tuesday  -  Saturday 
Call  for  appointment 


i 

3 

i 

3 
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Robert  C  tar,  A  A 

Board  Certified  Ophthalmologist 

m\.v  you  to  bi/  Jfonirar  on 

im  wion  common 

All  Too  Wanted  to  Know  About 

rnrt  and  la/iiv 

Please  call  for  a  schedule  of  our  seminars 
or  request  a  brochure. 

415.647.7730 
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Bonded.. .Insured.. .The  Right  Choice!! 
Serving  All  areas  of  San  Francisco. 

CALL  US! 


MWe  all  need  a  helping  hand  now  and  again!" 


626  Prentiss  Street  Phone:  (415)  826-WORK(9675) 

San  Francisco  Fax:(415)  970-8119 

CA  941 10  Email:  jpwork@pacbell.net 


We  Roast  Our  Own! 

Offering  50  Varieties 
of  Coffee  by  the  Pound 
or  Half-Pound 

A  Very  Large  Variety  of  Teas 

KRUPS,  BRAUN  &  GAGGIA  ESPRESSO  MAKERS 
TEAPOTS  •  FRESH  PASTRIES  &  SCONES 

Open  M-F  5:30  am- 8:00  pm 
Sat  6:00  am- 8:00  pm 
Sun.  6:00  am-7:00  pm 


SINCE  19*7 

3868  24th  Street  641-4433 
Also: 

1551  Church  Street 
(at  Duncan) 

648-1166 


FREE  BAG  of 
40  FILTROPA  FILTERS 
with  purchase  of  any  1  lb.  of  coffee 

(EXCEPT  THOSE  ON  SALE) 

June  only  with  this  ad 


MARTHA 

£gBROS. 


LETTERS 
33  CENTS 
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Breast  Cancer  Action,  a  nonprofit 
grassroots  education  and  advocacy  orga¬ 
nization  based  in  San  Francisco,  would 
like  to  see  the  stamp  legislation  amended 
to  specify  that  the  funds  allocated  to  the 
NIH  be  directed  to  the  National  Institute 
for  Environmental  Health  Sciences 
(NIEHS),  where  research  into  the  envi¬ 
ronmental  links  to  cancer  is  being  done. 

Voice  readers  who  support  this  view 
should  write  a  letter  to  Harold  Varmis,  Di¬ 
rector,  National  Institutes  of  Health, 
Bethesda,  MD  20892,  and  send  a  copy  to 
Senator  Dianne  Feinstein,  331  Hart  Sen¬ 
ate  Office  Building,  Washington,  D.C. 
20510.  Let’s  find  the  causes  and  end  the 
epidemic. 

Barbara  A.  Brenner 
Executive  Director 
Breast  Cancer  Action 
Noe  Valley  Resident 

Go  Climb  a  Few  More  Hills 

Editor: 

We  read  and  thoroughly  enjoy  your  pa¬ 
per,  particularly  those  stories  about 
neighborhood  walks.  [Voicer  Jim  Christie 
has  written  two  recent  features  about 
hikes:  “Go  Climb  a  Hill,”  in  the  Septem¬ 
ber  1998  issue,  and  “Twin  Peaks  in  20 
Minutes. ..on  Foot,”  April  1999  Voice.] 

So  we  thought  your  readers  might  like 
to  try  these  hikes.  Each  explores  a  differ¬ 
ent  part  of  Noe  Valley,  and  takes  a  half- 
hour  or  so.  (They  vary  in  length  from  1 5 
to  45  minutes.)  They’re  all  scenic  by  day, 
and  even  more  so  in  the  evenings  when 
the  lights  of  the  city  come  on. 

They  vary  in  difficulty,  but  most  have 
some  uphill  sections.  The  flattest  hike  is 
the  one  on  Church  Street.  “What  Goes 
Up”  is  a  good  warm-up,  with  enough  hill 
work  to  make  your  legs  feel  it. 

Two  of  the  walks — “Sanchez  Hill”  and 
“The  Harry  Steps” — have  steep  spots,  so 
get  your  hiking  legs  before  you  tackle 
them.  My  personal  favorite  is  “The  Harry 
Steps,”  which  is  a  guaranteed  aerobic 
workout.  All  begin  at  Sanchez  and  Jersey. 

By  the  way,  my  wife  Patty  and  I  are 
eight-year  residents  of  Noe  Valley.  We  en¬ 
joy  the  diversity  and  sense  of  history  this 
wonderful  neighborhood  offers.  We  live 
with  our  calico  kitty,  Molly,  on  Jersey 
Street. 

Dale  Fehringer 


Want  to  Be  a  Stringer? 

ARE  YOU  a  neighborhood 
newshound?  Would  you  like  to 
contribute  to  your  hometown  rag? 
The  Voice  welcomes  freelance 
journalists,  especially  those  with 
their  finger  on  the  pulse  of  Noe 
Valley.  Right  now  we  could  use 
more  coverage  on  the  “Storetrek” 
and  “Short  Takes”  beats.  If  you 
have  an  interest  in  reporting  (we 
pay  per  story),  send  a  note  to 
Sally  Smith,  Editor,  Noe  Valley 
Voice,  1021  Sanchez  St.,  San 
Francisco,  CA  941 14.  Or  e-mail 
jaxvoice@aol.com.  Please 
include  a  phone  number.  We’ll  let 
you  know  the  scoop. — Eds. 


Five  Scenic  Hikes 

Field-tested  by  Dale  and 
Patty  Fehringer 

1.  What  Goes  Up 

This  “warm-up”  hike  involves  some  hill 
work  and  a  long,  gradual  downhill.  It  is 
especially  good  at  twilight.  Note  the  row 
of  Victorians  at  22nd  and  Vicksburg  and 
the  view  of  Diamond  Heights  on  your  re¬ 
turn  from  Sanchez  Hill. 

Start:  Sanchez  and  Jersey. 

Route:  Jersey  1  block  east  to  Vicksburg. 
Left  on  Vicksburg  (uphill)  to  the  end,  at 
22nd. 

Left  on  22nd  1  block  to  Sanchez. 

Left  on  Sanchez  to  Jersey. 

Views:  Bay  Bridge,  Twin  Peaks, 
Diamond  Heights 
Length:  Approx.  15  minutes 

2.  Church  Street 

This  flat  hike  follows  Church  Street  and 
the  J-Church  streetcar,  then  returns  via 
Sanchez  Street.  On  Church,  notice  St. 
Paul’s,  where  Sister  Act  was  filmed. 
Start:  Sanchez  and  Jersey. 

Route:  Jersey  Street  east  2  (short) 
blocks  to  Church  Street. 

Right  on  Church  to  30th. 

Right  on  30th  to  Sanchez. 

Right  on  Sanchez  to  Jersey. 

Views:  Diamond  Heights 
Length:  20  to  30  minutes 

3.  Right  On 

There’s  a  good  view  of  Twin  Peaks  on  this 
hike,  which  mixes  relatively  flat  blocks 
and  a  stretch  of  uphill  streets.  If  you  hike 
at  dusk,  notice  the  stained-glass  windows 
in  Bethany  Church  at  Clipper  and 
Sanchez. 

Start:  Sanchez  and  Jersey. 

Route:  Sanchez  south  to  26th. 

Right  on  26th  to  Douglass. 

Right  on  Douglass  to  Jersey. 

Right  on  Jersey  to  Sanchez. 

Views:  Twin  Peaks,  Douglass  Park 
Length:  Approx.  20  minutes 

4.  Sanchez  Hill 

There  is  a  steep  hill  at  the  beginning  of 
this  medium-distance  hike,  and  wonder¬ 
ful  nighttime  views  of  downtown  San 
Francisco,  the  Civic  Center,  the  Bay  Bridge, 
and  Twin  Peaks. 

Start:  Sanchez  and  Jersey. 

Route:  Sanchez  north  over  the  hill  and 
around  to  Liberty  Street. 

Left  on  Liberty  2  blocks  to  Rayburn. 
Left  on  Rayburn  1  block  to  21st. 

Right  on  21st  1  block  to  Noe. 

Left  on  Noe  to  Jersey. 

Left  on  Jersey  to  Sanchez. 

Views:  Downtown  San  Francisco,  the 
Civic  Center,  Bay  Bridge,  Twin 
Peaks,  and  the  Mission 
Length:  20  to  30  minutes 

5.  Harry  Steps 

This  is  the  longest  and  probably  the  hard¬ 
est  of  the  hikes.  It  guarantees  an  aerobic 
workout  as  you  climb  up  Harry  on  your 
way  to  Diamond  Heights.  Take  rest  breaks 
to  enjoy  the  gardens  on  both  sides  of  the 
Harry  Steps  (a  residential  “street”)  and 
views  of  the  Bay  Bridge  and  Twin  Peaks. 
Start:  Sanchez  and  Jersey. 

Route:  Sanchez  south  past  30th  to 
Randall. 

Right  on  Randall  1  block  to  Harper. 

Left  on  Harper  1  block  to  Laidley. 

Right  on  Laidley  a  few  doors  to  Harry 
(the  steps  are  on  the  left/south  side  of 
the  street,  before  Noe  Street). 

Right  at  the  top  of  the  steps  (Beacon); 
down  then  up  the  hill  and  around  to 
Diamond. 

Right  on  Diamond  to  Jersey. 

Right  on  Jersey  to  Sanchez. 

Views:  Panoramas  of  downtown.  Twin 
Peaks,  and  Bernal  Heights 
Length:  Approx.  45  minutes 
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How  to  Avoid 
Having  Your 
Car  Ripped  Off 

Continued  from  Page  1 

was  stolen  too.  Maybe  if  you  run  outside, 
you  might  be  able  to  catch  him! 

Great,  Colgan  thought,  the  whole 
street’s  been  targeted. 

Not  in  the  mood  to  run  outside,  she 
asked  the  police  to  send  an  officer  any¬ 
way,  which  they  did  a  few  hours  later.  “He 
took  a  verbal  description  of  the  car,  and 
gave  me  a  case  number,  to  pass  on  to  my 
insurance  company.” 

Colgan  then  called  State  Farm  Insur¬ 
ance,  and  reported  the  theft  to  her  agent, 
who  promptly  launched  an  investigation. 
State  Farm  also  offered  to  pay  for  part  of 
a  rental  car. 

Meanwhile,  back  at  the  police  station, 
her  car’s  description — a  white,  four-door 
’98  Honda  Civic  EX  with  sun  roof — was 
entered  in  the  statewide  computer  data¬ 
base  of  stolen  cars.  Her  case  was  then  for¬ 
warded  to  the  SFPD’s  Auto  Detail  on 
Bryant  Street. 

Within  24  hours,  news  came  back  that 
the  car  had  been  found,  in  Oakland.  It  had 
been  towed  by  the  Oakland  Police  De¬ 
partment  and  was  sitting  in  a  towing  yard 
in  the  East  Bay.  However,  the  Honda  had 
been  totally  stripped  of  its  parts. 

“It  looked  like  a  plucked  chicken.  The 
insurance  agent  told  me  it  was  a  very  pro¬ 
fessional  job,”  Colgan  said.  So  profes¬ 
sional,  in  fact,  that  the  thieves  had  gotten 
away  scot-free.  (In  the  three  months  since 
the  theft,  Colgan  has  not  heard  a  peep 
from  police.) 

After  State  Farm’s  mechanics  went 
over  the  car,  they  determined  it  would 
cost  almost  as  much  to  fix  the  Honda  as 
to  replace  it.  The  insurance  company  de¬ 
cided  to  “total”  the  car  because  the  repair 
cost  was  so  high. 

Of  course,  the  “total”  cost  of  the  car,  as 
defined  by  the  insurance  company,  was 
based  on  its  current  market  value,  not  the 
value  when  Colgan  had  driven  it  off  the 
dealer’s  lot  nine  months  earlier.  Colgan 
would  have  to  come  up  with  $4,000,  if  she 
wanted  to  duplicate  the  car  she’d  had  two 
days  before. 

Next,  Colgan  was  required  to  go  to  the 
San  Francisco  Police  Department  in  per¬ 
son,  with  her  driver’s  license  and  her  pink 
slip.  There  she  got  a  special  release, 
which  would  allow  her  insurance  com¬ 
pany  to  take  her  car  from  the  police  lot. 
She  faxed  the  release  to  the  towing  yard. 

Then  she  had  to  take  the  title  of  the  car, 
again  in  person,  down  to  her  insurance 
company,  and  hand  it  over  to  them  before 
they  would  issue  her  a  check. 

A  week  later,  Colgan  was  still  driving 
a  rental  car — one  not  completely  covered 
by  insurance — and  trying  to  find  the  time 
to  research  and  buy  a  new  car. 

Noe  Valley  Has  7  to  16  Thefts  a  Month 

It  may  be  of  small  consolation  to  her, 
but  according  to  local  police,  Colgan’s 
kind  of  nightmare  is  pretty  rare  in  our 
neck  of  the  woods. 

Most  stolen  cars  are  recovered,  and  85 
percent  can  still  be  driven,  says  Mission 
Police  Officer  Lois  Perillo,  who  regularly 
patrols  the  northern  half  of  Noe  Valley. 
(Her  beat  runs  from  2 1  st  to  Cesar  Chavez, 
and  Valencia  to  Grand  View.) 

Still,  Perillo  says  there  are  about  16 
cars  stolen  per  month  on  her  turf,  and  an 
equal  number  —  if  not  more  —  of  car 
break-ins. 

As  for  southern  Noe  Valley — the  part 
covered  by  Ingleside  police  (from  Cesar 
Chavez  to  Randall  and  Mission  to  Dou¬ 
glass) — in  1998  there  were  11  cars  stolen 
on  average  per  month.  So  far  in  1999,  the 
figure  is  down  to  7  cars  a  month. 


And  sometimes  the  culprits  are  caught, 
Perillo  says.  “A  tip  from  a  UPS  driver  re¬ 
cently  led  to  an  arrest.”  The  driver  called 
police  after  he  saw  a  man  looking  into 
parked  cars  along  Dolores  Street.  Police 
were  able  to  arrest  the  suspect,  who  was 
booked  on  two  felonies  and  a  misde¬ 
meanor.  (“Boosting,”  or  stealing  the  con¬ 
tents  from  a  car,  is  classified  as  a  “petty 
theft,”  and  is  a  felony  that  can  lead  to  a 
year  in  county  jail.  Stealing  a  car,  “grand 
theft  auto,”  is  also  a  felony,  but  can  bring 
a  sentence  of  up  to  six  years.) 

Rates  Decline  in  San  Francisco 

Sergeant  Rich  VanKoll,  an  inspector 
with  the  SFPD’s  Auto  Detail,  who  spoke 
to  residents  at  a  community  meeting  at  In¬ 
gleside  Police  Station  this  spring,  says  the 
good  news  is  that  car  thefts  are  on  the  de¬ 
cline  in  San  Francisco. 

The  rate  has  dropped  45  percent  in  the 
past  six  years,  he  says.  Police  statistics 
show  that  in  1992  there  were  12,508  auto 
thefts  in  the  city.  In  1 998,  that  number  had 
been  cut  almost  in  half:  6,834. 

According  to  VanKoll,  one  reason 
might  be  that  the  Police  Department’s 
Auto  Theft  Task  Force  has  been  operat¬ 
ing  with  extra  funding  in  recent  years.  A 
1992  state  law  now  requires  that  $1  of 
every  vehicle  registration  fee  go  to  fight 
car  theft.  VanKoll  also  thinks  law  en¬ 
forcement  has  improved  due  to  better 
community  relations,  more  effective 
prosecution  of  criminals,  and  better  train¬ 
ing  of  police  officers. 

This  year,  the  Auto  Detail  is  focusing 
on  thefts  from  unattended  parking  lots. 
They  are  also  placing  decoy  cars  in  trou¬ 
ble  spots.  The  decoy  will  be  an  invitation 
for  thieves  to  steal,  and  when  they  do, 
they  will  be  caught,  VanKoll  says. 

The  Cars  the  Bad  Guys  Prefer 

So  what  are  the  thieves’  favorite  cars? 
The  ones  whose  parts  fetch  a  premium  on 
the  stolen  goods  market,  VanKoll  says. 
Those  include  late-model  Volkswagens, 
Toyota  Camrys,  and  Honda  Accords.  Also 
preyed  upon  are  Mustangs  built  after 
1986,  since  their  parts  are  interchangeable. 

To  counteract  parts  dealing,  compo¬ 
nents  of  newer  cars  are  now  tagged  with 
I.D.  numbers,  which  correspond  to  the 
VIN  (vehicle  identification  number). 
These  assist  detectives  in  their  recovery 
of  stolen  vehicles  and  parts. 

Thieves  often  get  into  a  car  by  forcing 
the  lock  or  breaking  a  rear  or  “wing”  win¬ 
dow.  Then  they  hot-wire  the  car.  “Or 
some  people  use  master  keys  to  turn  on 
the  ignition,”  says  VanKoll. 

Officer  Perillo  notes  that  car  thefts  and 
break-ins  are  more  likely  to  occur  on 
dark,  quiet  streets.  They  also  increase  sea¬ 
sonally,  especially  in  December  when 
there  may  be  gifts  or  luggage  in  the  car. 
“We  also  could  see  more  in  the  summer, 
since  even  car  thieves  don’t  like  to  go  out 
in  the  rain,”  she  says. 

Ways  to  Keep  from  Being  a  Target 

Still,  there  are  several  things  drivers 
can  do  to  protect  their  wheels.  Ron  Naso, 
of  San  Francisco  SAFE  (Safety  Aware¬ 
ness  for  Everyone;  553-1984),  offers 
these  pointers: 

o’  Never  leave  personal  items  in  your 
car.  Put  valuables,  or  anything  you  don’t 
want  stolen,  in  the  trunk. 

o-  Park  in  a  garage  if  possible.  Make 
sure  the  garage  door  closes  securely. 

o-  Curb  your  wheels  (even  on  level 
surfaces).  And  always  leave  your  car  in 
gear  or  in  “Park.” 

o  Never  leave  your  home  address, 
phone  number,  house  keys,  or  garage 
door  opener  in  the  car.  Don’t  make  it  easy 
for  someone  to  burglarize  your  house  if 
your  car  is  stolen. 

o  Make  copies  of  your  car  registration 
and  proof  of  insurance,  and  then  cut  or 
mask  out  the  address  information  on  the 
copies.  Keep  the  copies  in  your  glove  box 


and  the  originals  in  your  wallet. 

e?  Purchase  a  “Club”-type  steering 
wheel  lock,  or  a  car  alarm.  “These  will  at 
least  slow  the  thieves  down,”  says  Naso. 

He  also  cautions  that  there  are  four  to 
six  caijackings  a  month  in  San  Francisco. 
“Remember  to  lock  your  doors  and  drive 
defensively.” 

Locks,  Alarms,  and  Tracking  Systems 

Like  Naso,  Officer  Perillo  recom¬ 
mends  using  the  Club  or  similar  locking 
devices,  which  range  in  price  from  $25  to 
$50.  They’re  an  effective  deterrent,  she 
says.  “But  be  sure  to  get  the  right  style  of 
lock  for  your  wheel,  or  you  may  be  pay¬ 
ing  for  a  new  airbag.” 

If  you  use  a  car  alarm,  Perillo  asks  that 
you  set  it  for  the  normal  amount  of  mo¬ 
tion  and  vibration  in  the  city.  Sensitive  car 
alarms  are  a  nuisance,  she  says.  (Your 
neighbors  will  wish  that  your  car  had 
been  stolen  if  your  alarm  is  constantly 
tripped  by  passing  trucks  and  motorcycles.) 

Some  residents  should  consider  giving 
up  their  cars  and  using  public  transporta¬ 
tion.  But  if  you  must  own  a  car — and  if 
the  sky’s  the  limit — buy  a  Lexus,  BMW, 
Mercedes,  or  high-end  Honda.  These  cars 
will  start  only  by  reading  a  special  mi¬ 
crochip  imbedded  in  the  car  key.  Inexpe¬ 
rienced  thieves  soon  discover  that  they 
can’t  be  hot-wired,  and  professional 
thieves  usually  choose  another  target. 
(“Immobilizer”  systems  like  these  are 
also  available  off  the  rack,  and  can  be  in¬ 
stalled  in  a  car  for  about  $200.) 

Meanwhile,  Inspector  VanKoll  thinks 
the  future  antidote  to  car  thefts  will  be  the 
Lojack  System,  which  should  be  online 
in  San  Francisco  in  the  next  month  or  so. 
Lojack,  already  in  use  on  the  East  Coast, 
uses  special  transmitters  to  track  your  car 
if  it  is  stolen.  (VanKoll  says  keep  an  eye 
out  for  information  on  where  and  when 
you  can  get  the  transmitters  installed.) 
The  car’s  location  is  always  known,  re¬ 
ducing  the  need  for  a  high-speed  police 
chase.  A  car  transmitting  its  whereabouts 
can  also  lead  police  to  a  chop-shop  oper¬ 
ation — the  kind  of  place  that  plucked  Vic¬ 
toria  Colgan’s  car  clean. 

She’s  Recovering,  Thank  You 

As  for  Colgan,  she  is  now  driving  a 
new  car  with  basic  fabric  upholstery.  She 
has  also  purchased  the  Club. 

“I  wasn’t  too  attached  to  my  car,  and  I 
didn’t  have  anything  of  value  in  the  car 
when  it  was  stolen,  but  I  am  wary.  I  don’t 
want  this  to  happen  to  me  again.”  □ 


>foe’s  Nest 


The  Essence  of  San  Francisco 
at  its  Very  Best 

A  HOME  AWAY  FROM  HOME 

Quiet  Elegance:  Hot  Tub;  Steam  Room 
Views;  Decks;  TV  &.  VCR. 
Comfort  &  Complimentary  Breakfast. 
Children  &  Parents  Warmly  Welcome. 
Noe’s  Nest  - 

Truly  a  San  Francisco  Experience. 

Call  415-821-0751 


Carpet  Cleaning  Special 

Two-Stage  Extraction  Method 


Only  22<t 

•  PER  SQUARE  FOOT  • 


No  Extra  Charges 

call 


255-0687 


A&G 


Rug,  Upholstery 
Drapery  Cleaning 


Owner  Operated  Since  1970 
Minimum  Charge  $59 


American  Heart 
Association 

Fighting  Heart  Disease 
and  Stroke 


AMERICAN  HEART 
ASSOCIATION 
MEMORIALS  &  TRIBUTES 


1-800-  AHA-USA1 


This  space  provided  as  a  public  service. 


\ALLEy 

„  PIZZA  ^  K 

%taurn^ 


Serving  Fine 

Italian  Cuisine 

in  Our  Dining  Room 

or  Delivered  to  Your  Home,  Business,  or  Hotel 

Delivery  &  Pickup  •  647-1664 
3898  24th  Street  (at  Sanchez)  •  San  Francisco 
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A  Contemporary  Visual  Experience 

Noe  Valley  s  Newest  Entertainment  Center 

Latest  New  Releases  &  Arrivals  ★  We  Reserve  Movies 
Fastest  Growing  Foreign  Section  in  Noe  Valley 


VCR  &  DVD  Players  for  Rent  &  Sale 


★  Noe  Valley  Area  ★ 

HOME  DELIVERY  SERVICE 

Starts  June  15 


Z~^E’ 


*  Call  For  Details 


ER7 


Monday  -  Friday  12  noon  -  10  pm 
Saturday  10  am  -  1 1  pm 
Sunday  12  noon  -  8  pm 

2 1  st  Century  Video 

3936  24th  Street 

next  to  Bell  Market 


■JN 

5vUS 


824-2121 

www.  2 1  stcenturyvideo.  net 


LETTERS  33« 


Voice  Mail 

THE  VOICE  welcomes  your  letters 
to  the  editor.  Write  the  Noe  Valley 
Voice,  1021  Sanchez  St.,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94114.  Or  send 
e-mail  to  jaxvoice@aol.com. 
Please  include  your  name,  address, 
and  phone  number.  (Anonymous 
letters  will  not  be  considered  for 
publication.)  You  can  also 
send  us  mail  via  our  web  site: 
www.noevalleyvoice.com. 
There  you’ll  find  current  stories  and 
Class  Ads,  and  archives  of  past 
issues  dating  from  December  1996. 


A  1 -Bedroom  Was  $60  in  the  ’60s 

Editor: 

I  lived  in  Noe  Valley  many  years  ago 
and  enjoy  reading  your  publication  on  the 
Internet.  During  the  mid-  and  late  ’60s,  I 
resided  at  one  time  or  another  on 
Sanchez,  upper  Castro,  Elizabeth,  and 
24th  streets.  As  I  recall,  I  paid  about  $60 
a  month  for  my  one-bedroom  apartment 
on  Castro,  which  looked  out  the  rear  win¬ 
dow  to  a  great  view  of  the  city. 

It’s  been  a  long  time  since  I  lived  in  San 
Francisco  (1977),  but  Noe  Valley  was  al¬ 
ways  my  favorite  neighborhood.  I  hope 
to  visit  there  again  someday.  Many  thanks 
for  your  informative  and  entertaining 
newspaper. 

Mike  Mitchell 
Las  Cruces,  New  Mexico 
P.S.  For  no  reason  in  particular.  I’ve  en¬ 
closed  a  xeroxed  photo  of  myself  outside 
1643  Castro  St.  I  was  on  my  way  to  the 
Nutcracker.  That  was  1965  —  quite  a 
while  ago! 

You  look  great,  Mike.  Thanks  for  writ¬ 
ing. — Eds. 


NOE  VALLEY  DELI 

4007  24th  Street  at  Noe 

824-8373 

•  Fresh  Turkey  &  Roast  Beef  Sandwiches 

•  Homemade  Falafel  •  Fresh  Salads 

•  Chicken  &  Lamb  Shawa'rma 


ALL  MADE  DA 


Open  Monday- Saturday  9am-7pm 
Sunday  9am-6pm 


Under  New  Management! 

La  Casona  Taqueria 


now  has  a 


★  Mexican  Grill* 

Lean  Mexican  Cuisine  . 


U°°  Lighter  &  Brighter! 

Including:  . 

Broiled  Salmon  TaCOS  ★  Delicious  CHICKEN  Mole  ★  Wonderful  ENCHILADAS 
Cactus  BURRITOS  ★  Fantastic  Grilled  (JUESADILLAS  ★  Grilled  SEAFOOD  Specials 

AND  MUCH  MORE! 


(jfec/ts  (U&  Out  yOfain'  — (A&  Sftrst-  Sftmo// 

Great  New  Atmosphere! 

Open  Everyday  11  am  -  10  pm 

3917  24th  Street  at  Sanchez  ★  648-0477 
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Armed  Bandits  Rob 
Two  Coffee  Shops 

By  Officer  Lois  Perillo 

Noe  Valley  reported  two  robberies  in 
J  April.  In  both  cases,  weapons  were 
displayed,  but  thankfully  no  one  was  hurt. 

On  Sunday,  April  25,  at  2: 12  a.m.,  a  45- 
year-old  man  entered  Happy  Donuts  at 
24th  and  Church  streets,  brandished  a 
handgun,  and  demanded  money. 

When  the  47-year-old  worker  opened 
the  cash  register,  the  suspect  took  the 
money  and  ran  from  the  shop  to  a  wait¬ 
ing  blue  mini-truck  with  a  partial  license 
plate  of  “SVQ.”  The  truck  then  fled  east 
on  Jersey  Street.  If  anyone  has  any  addi¬ 
tional  information  about  this  crime, 
please  contact  me  at  558-5404. 

In  the  other  robbery,  on  Friday,  April 
2,  at  7:15  p.m.,  three  males  in  their  late 
teens  entered  a  coffee  shop  on  the  1 300 
block  of  Church  Street.  One  teen  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  threaten  the  32-year-old  worker 
with  a  knife  and  then  stole  the  tip  jar.  Two 
of  the  teens  fled  on  the  J-Church  street¬ 
car,  and  the  other  ran  away  on  foot. 

Police  were  called  to  the  scene.  They 
contacted  Muni  and  searched  the  area,  but 
were  unable  to  find  the  suspects. 

Unfortunately,  the  same  Church  Street 
business  was  targeted  in  a  burglary  on 
Wednesday,  April  28,  between  10  p.m. 
and  6  a.m.  A  crime  technician  took  fin¬ 
gerprints  from  the  scene,  but  none  were 
matched  to  a  suspect. 

‘Friend’  Accused  of  Assault 

There  were  a  total  of  1 5  reported  bur¬ 
glaries  within  my  area  of  Noe  Valley  dur¬ 
ing  April.  Six  involved  houses,  five  were 
apartments,  one  was  a  garage,  and  three 
were  in  commercial  spaces  (including  the 
coffee  shop  incident  described  above). 

One  incident,  on  Friday,  April  30,  at 
about  9  a.m.,  was  also  classified  as  an  as¬ 
sault.  A  22-year-old  man  reported  that  a 
childhood  friend  of  the  same  age  forced 


Psychotherapy 


Individual  and  Couples  Counseling 
Adults  •  Children  •  Teens 

Help  with  anxiety,  depression, 
and  stress  reduction. 

Improve  communication. 

18  YEARS  EXPERIENCE 
Noe  Valley  Office 

Lori  Feldman,  LCSW 

415-285-9770 

LCS  9406 


his  way  into  his  home  on  the  100  block 
of  Clipper  Street  and  then  assaulted  him 
with  a  knife.  The  suspect  disputed  that  ac¬ 
count  and  claimed  that  the  targeted  man 
assaulted  him  first,  after  they  had  argued 
over  money.  The  suspect  was  booked  on 
two  felony  counts  of  burglary  and  assault 
and  on  other  unrelated  warrants.  He  was 
held  at  county  jail,  but  released  on  Mon¬ 
day,  May  3,  after  the  other  man  withdrew 
his  complaint. 

Domestic  Violence  Hits  Two  Homes 

Two  people  reported  that  they  were  the 
targets  of  domestic  violence  during  April. 

On  Friday,  April  23,  an  18-year-old 
woman,  who  had  initially  called  a  do¬ 
mestic  violence  worker  to  her  Guerrero 
Street  home  during  an  assault  by  her  28- 
year-old  boyfriend,  decided  to  report  the 
incident  to  police.  The  police  subse¬ 
quently  arrested  the  suspect  and  charged 
him  with  a  felony  after  noting  bruises  on 
the  woman’s  arms  and  knees.  The  suspect 
was  held  for  a  day  at  county  jail,  then  re¬ 
leased.  The  court  record  listed  the  victim 
as  unavailable. 

On  Friday,  April  30,  a  47-year-old 
woman  allegedly  attacked  her  husband  of 
17  years  with  a  small  knife,  causing  in¬ 
jury  to  his  hand.  She  also  struck  her  hus¬ 
band’s  51 -year-old  sister  while  the  sister 
phoned  police  from  her  brother’s  home 
on  the  3600  block  of  23rd  Street.  The  in¬ 
cident  appeared  to  involve  alcohol  abuse 
by  the  suspect. 

Officers  Ray  Salvador  and  Carlos 
Gutierrez  responded  to  the  sister’s  call  at 
around  5  p.m.  and  arrested  the  suspect, 
who  was  charged  with  two  felonies  and 
three  misdemeanors.  The  District  Attor¬ 
ney’s  Office  re-booked  the  suspect  on 
three  counts  of  felony  assault  and  one 
count  of  misdemeanor  vandalism  for 
damaging  the  telephone. 

She  was  held  at  county  jail  until  May 
12,  then  released  upon  posting  bond. 

Man  Arrested  for  Stalking 

On  Friday,  April  30,  at  12:15  p.m.,  a 
23-year-old  man  was  arrested  at  24th  and 
Guerrero  streets  and  charged  with  felony 
stalking  of  his  ex-girlfriend  of  the  same 
age.  According  to  the  targeted  woman, 
the  suspect  repeatedly  approached  her  at 
home  and  on  the  street,  despite  their 
breakup  and  her  advising  him  not  to  try 
to  contact  her. 


The  suspect  admitted  to  his  behavior 
and  was  subsequently  booked,  but  the 
D.A.  declined  to  prosecute  the  case  at  the 
present  time,  so  the  man  was  released. 
However,  a  restraining  order  was  issued, 
prohibiting  him  from  having  any  contact 
with  the  woman  for  a  period  of  five  days. 
The  woman  may  extend  the  order  by  ap¬ 
plying  to  Superior  Court. 

Yuppie  Blues 

On  Wednesday,  April  28,  sometime  be¬ 
tween  10:30  p.m.  and  7  a.m.  the  next 
morning,  someone  forced  entry  into  an 
apartment  building  on  my  beat  and  used 
red  paint  to  leave  the  message  “F*** 
YUPPIES”  in  the  lobby. 

For  readers  of  the  SF  Weekly  column 
“Laurel’s  Dog  Bites,”  and  for  residents 
and  patrons  of  the  Mission  District,  the 
continued  existence  of  the  so-called  Yup¬ 
pie  Eradication  Project  is  no  surprise.  But 
when  the  unsettling  (and  often  illegal) 
byproducts  of  this  group’s  propaganda 
are  expressed  with  ugly  words  painted  on 
public  and  private  structures,  or  the  in¬ 
tentional  damage  of  another’s  property, 
the  entire  community  suffers. 

No  one’s  awareness  is  raised.  No 
minds  are  changed.  No  SUVs  are  mor¬ 
phed  into  VW  vans  or  bicycles.  No  lofts 
are  certified  as  artists’  live/work  spaces. 
No  constructive  purpose  is  served  what¬ 
soever.  Instead,  a  criminal  act  is  commit¬ 
ted,  and  hatred  is  released  into  our  midst. 

Until  next  month  be  safe,  and  I’ll  see 
you  on  patrol.'  □ 

San  Francisco  Police  Officer  Lois  Perillo 
covers  her  Noe  Valley  beat — from  Valen¬ 
cia  to  Grand  View  and  21st  to  Cesar 
Chavez — on  foot  and  on  bicycle.  If  you 
would  like  to  discuss  a  crime  or  safety 
problem,  call  her  at  558-5404,  the  com¬ 
munity  policing  line  at  Mission  Station. 


Oriental  Rug  Washing 

In-Plant,  Traditional  Methods 


Special!  99<t 

•  PER  SQUARE  FOOT  • 


Call  for  a  free  pick-up  at 

255-0687 


& 


GRug,  Upholstery 
Drapery  Cleaning 


Owner  Operated  Since  1970 
Minimum  Pick-Up  $40 


Good  Vibrations 


A  clean,  well-lighted  place  to 
buy  vibrators,  massage  oils, 
books  about  sexuality  and 
other  fun  things.  Rent  or 
buy  from  our  carefully 
chosen  selection  of 
erotic  videos. 

1210  Valencia  St.,  at  23rd 
Open  Sun.-Thurs.  I  lam-7pm; 
Fri.  &  Sat.  I  lam-8pm 
974-8980 


CLAIRE  C.  PILCHER 

ATTORNEY  AT  LAW 


■  Neighborhood  Negotiations 

■  Land  Use 

■  Development 

■  City  Planning 

in  Noe  Valley 


•  Permits  and  Appeals 

■  Variances 

■  Conditional  Uses  & 
General  Practice  of  Law 

(415)  821-1186 


#  jM 
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LaserCineMAI 


SAN  FRANCISCO  S 
LARGEST 

LASERDISC  £r  DVD 
LIBRARY 


DVD  &  Laserdisc  Players 
for  Rent  &  for  Sale 


Lowest  Prices  in  the  City! 


All  regular  DVD 
&  Laserdisc  rentals 
$3.50  for  Two  nights 


415-920-9955 

www.lasercinema.com 

Open  llam  -  10pm 
Seven  Days  a  Week 


1320  Castro 

across  from  Walgreens 


American  Classics 


Handmade,  solid 
hardwood  furniture 
from  our  workshop 
in  Maine. 


Remedies 


A 


1026  Valencia  St./2 1  st 
415/826-2026 

www.  bradcochair.  com 
www.  mainecottage.  com 
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Michael  P.  Glazer  /instate 

Exclusive  Agent  You’re  in  good  hands. 

Allstate  Insurance  Company 
Auto,  Property,  Life,  Business 

1 326  Castro  (between  Jersey  &  24th  Sts.) 
415-642-6569  •  642-7278  (fax) 

Open  8:30  -  6,  Mon.-Fri.  *9-1  Sat. 

“Save  20%  on  your  homeowner’s  when  you 
insure  your  car  too.” 

Being  in  good  hands  is  the  only  place  to  be. 


Dance  the  Year  Away.  A  Lion  Dance  celebrating  the  lunar  new  year  rocked  residents 
in  front  of  Zephyr  Realty  on  24th  Street  in  February.  Photo  by  Beverly  Tharp 


Rocking  in  the  Year  of  the  Rabbit.  Lion  Dancers  also  entertained  the  kids  at  Eureka 
Learning  Center  preschool  on  Diamond  Street  in  February.  Photo  provided  by  Cynthia  Chang 


Don't  be  fooled  by  other  framing  stores'  discount  coupons  !!  Layaway  Available 

FRAMING  SALE 


Still  the  BEST  framing 
fine  custom  in  San  Francisco! 

framing  &  gallery  Compare  prices 

www.back2picture.com  and  service! 

frames@back2picture.com 

Tel:  (415)  826-2321 

934  Valencia  @  20th  Street 


While  You  Wait 
Framing  Special 

Up  to  24"  x  36" 
Includes  frame,  glass, 
mounting,  wire  &  hooks. 

Metal  Frames  only. 
Monday  thru  Friday  only. 
Limit  2  per  customer. 


Beveled 
Mirrors 

24" x  36" 

Offer  expires  6/30/99 


—  Patricia  Unterman 
San  Francisco  Examiner 

Valencia  at  22nd  415-824-1222 


Country  Cooking  from  Around  the  World 


"The  Rooster  makes 
people  from  all 
over  The  City 
Happy." 


The  Noe  Valley  Voice  "June  1999  13 


Local  Book  Shops 
Trade  on  Their 
Unique  Talents 

Continued  from  Page  1 

So  what’s  the  secret  of  their  success? 

In  the  eyes  of  Kate  Rosenberger — who 
opened  Phoenix  Books  &  Records  14 
years  ago,  just  a  few  doors  down  from  its 
current  location  at  3850  24th  St.  (near 
Vicksburg) — it’s  finding  the  right  niche. 

“We’re  predominantly  selling  second¬ 
hand  books,”  Rosenberger  explains. 
“Amazon.com  and  the  big  chain  stores 
are  really  just  for  new  books.  Even 
though  Amazon.com  will  do  searches  for 
secondhand  books,  it’s  very  different  than 
walking  into  your  neighborhood  used 
bookstore  and  poking  around.” 

Small  bookstores  would  also  be  wise 
to  diversify.  In  addition  to  used  books  and 
a  smaller  selection  of  new  books,  Rosen¬ 
berger  sells  audiotapes  and  CDs. 

And  she  knows  her  customers’  tastes. 
When  Rosenberger  opened  Phoenix  in 
1985,  she  lived  on  Jersey  Street,  within 
walking  distance  of  the  store.  “Noe  Val¬ 
ley  was  one  of  the  old  hippie  hangouts 
then.  Now  it’s  more  like  the  Marina,”  she 
says.  “We  definitely  used  to  sell  more 
counterculture.  We  still  do,  but  it’s  almost 
like  it’s  a  different  generation  that  we’re 
selling  to.  I’ve  seen  kids  grow  up,  go  to 
college,  and  come  back.  It’s  like,  ‘Wow, 

I  remember  you  when  you  were  6!’” 

Rosenberger,  who  launched  a  second 
store.  Dog  Eared  Books,  on  Valencia  Street 
in  1992,  gets  her  share  of  tourists  at  both 
places,  but  says  Noe  Valley  residents  re¬ 
main  her  “bread  and  butter,  absolutely. 
There  are  a  lot  of  well-read  people  here. 
We  sell  a  lot  of  history.  We  sell  a  fair 
amount  of  nonfiction.  And  then  also  a  lot 
of  mysteries  and  science  fiction,  thought- 
provoking  material.  We  don’t  sell  a  whole 
bunch  of  fluff.” 

She  thinks  Noe  Valley’s  three  top  book 
shops  all  have  distinct  personalities.  “The 
big  picture  in  Noe  Valley  is  that  each 
bookstore  has  really  tried  to  provide  the 
neighborhood  with  the  best  they  could  for 
the  neighborhood.  We  all  have  our  own 
ideas  about  what  that  means.” 

That’s  certainly  the  case  with  the  old- 
timer  on  the  block.  The  San  Francisco 
Mystery  Bookstore,  which  opened  23 
years  ago  on  the  comer  of  24th  and  Dia¬ 
mond  streets. 

Like  Rosenberger,  Mystery  Bookstore 
owner  Bruce  Taylor  has  felt  the  en¬ 
croachment  of  the  Internet  and  the  big 
chain  stores  on  the  book  business.  “Ab¬ 
solutely,  there’s  no  way  around  it,”  says 
Taylor.  But  relocating  his  store  three 
years  ago  to  4 1 75  24th  St. — between  Cas¬ 
tro  and  Diamond  —  has  proved  to  be  a 
shrewd  move.  “The  new  store  is  much 
bigger,  and  it  allows  me  to  display  more 
books,”  says  Taylor,  whose  old  shop 
barely  had  enough  room  for  a  person  to 
turn  around  in.  “It’s  allowed  us  to  expand 
not  only  our  hours,  but  the  breadth  of  the 
books  we  can  offer.” 

However,  the  main  clue  to  the  store’s 
longevity  is  his  love  of  whodunits.  “I  spe¬ 
cialize  in  one  specific  area  —  crime  fic¬ 
tion,”  Taylor  says.  “And  I  work  very  hard 
at  offering  the  best  selection  of  inexpen¬ 
sive  mystery  and  detective  fiction  on  the 
planet.” 

He  and  his  staff  all  know  their  P.D. 
James  from  their  James  Lee  Burke,  and 
keep  a  running  tally  of  writers,  characters, 
and  plots  at  the  store.  “I  sell  on  opinions, 
on  selection  and  knowledgeability,”  Tay¬ 
lor  says.  “You  can  come  in  here  and  say, 

‘I  don’t  remember  the  name  or  the  author 
of  the  book  but  it’s  set  in  Detroit,’  and 
you’d  have  a  reasonable  expectation  of 
somebody  being  able  to  figure  out  what 
book  you’re  talking  about.” 


Browsers  at  Phoenix  Books  can  pore  over 
stacks  and  stacks  of  “thought-provoking” 
literature.  Photo  by  Charles  Kennard 


Secondhand  books  comprise  about 
half  of  the  store’s  inventory.  “What  I’ve 
come  to  realize  is  that  for  whatever  rea¬ 
son — economically  or  philosophically — 
there  are  some  book  buyers  who  won’t 
buy  a  new  book,  paperback  or  hardback,” 
notes  Taylor. 

He  also  maintains  a  web  site 
(http://members.aol.com/lsfmybooks/ 
signings.htm)  and  an  e-mail  list,  to  alert 


customers  to  book  signings  at  the  shop. 
The  authors’  visits  are  an  enticement  for 
mystery  buffs  all  over  the  Bay  Area.  Tay¬ 
lor  has  hosted  such  luminaries  as  Tony 
Hillerman,  Sue  Grafton,  and  Walter 
Mosley.  “I  had  James  Ellroy  here  two 
weekends  ago,  and  it’s  the  biggest  crowd 
I’ve  ever  had.  Yes,  signings  are  a  good 
thing — they  bring  people  into  the  store.” 

Lots  more  book  signings,  writing 
classes,  storytelling,  crafts  for  kids, 
comfy  chairs,  and  even  dog  training  in  the 
backyard  patio  (yes,  dog  training)  are 
some  of  the  things  that  owner  Nicky 
Salan  is  offering  at  her  new,  more  spa¬ 
cious  Cover  to  Cover  Booksellers  at 


3812  24th  St.,  next  to  the  laundromat  at 
Church  and  24th. 

And  the  shop,  which  until  February  oc¬ 
cupied  the  same  spot  on  24th  Street  for 
16  years  (near  Sanchez),  will  continue  to 
please  its  devoted  following  by  lending 
its  own  brand  of  personal  service. 

Still,  Salan — who  opened  the  original 
Cover  to  Cover  on  Clement  Street  in 
1976 — acknowledges  the  harsh  realities 
that  most  small  bookstores  face  today. 

“Most  of  America’s  books,  up  until 
about  12  or  15  years  ago,  were  sold  in  in¬ 
dependent  bookstores,”  Salan  says.  “We 
used  to  have  a  little  better  than  50  percent 
of  the  market.  Now  we  have  17  percent. 
Over  2,000  bookstores  have  gone  out  of 
business  in  the  last  10  years.” 

However,  some  shops  —  particularly 
those  in  Northern  California,  she  says — 
have  managed  to  hang  on  because  “we’re 
an  aggressive  and  feisty  bunch.  You’ve 
got  to  be  quicker,  leaner,  meaner,  and 
faster.  What  I  think  independent  book¬ 
stores  do  better  than  anybody  is  they  hire 
people  who  can’t  live  without  books,  and 
who  love  talking  to  people  about  books 
and  who  read  books.  They’re  also  in¬ 
credibly  wonderful  to  their  customers.” 

It’s  not  unusual  for  Salan  or  her  staff  to 
bring  books  to  the  hospital,  “because 
some  customer  was  not  well  and  really 
needed  to  read  a  certain  book.  Or  people 
pull  up  in  cars,  and  you  run  out  the  door 
and  hand  them  their  wrapped  book.  This 


is  the  kind  of  stuff  that  chain  bookstores 
can’t  do.” 

Salan  has  a  strong  passion  for  chil¬ 
dren’s  books,  and  that’s  reflected  in  the 
large  selection  at  Cover  to  Cover.  “We’re 
actually  known  throughout  the  city  for 
our  children’s  books.” 

Plus,  the  store  sells  reams  of  literary 
fiction  and  nonfiction.  Customers  devour 
everything  from  Salman  Rushdie  to  Anne 
Lamott.  Notes  Salan,  “Noe  Valley  is  the 
most  intelligent  community.  People  are 
really  thoughtful,  careful  readers  around 
here.  And  they  have  been  wonderful  to  us.” 

On  Cover  to  Cover’s  moving  day,  over 
250  people  showed  up,  “with  their  dogs 


and  their  kids  at  9  o’clock  in  the  morning 
on  a  Saturday  to  help  us.  It  was  just  amaz¬ 
ing,”  Salan  says.  A  human  “book  brigade” 
was  formed,  and  books  were  passed  hand 
to  hand  down  24th  Street. 

Salan  is  also  grateful  to  her  new  land¬ 
lord,  Bassem  Sirhed.  “He  came  and  got 
us,  literally,”  she  says.  Sirhed  walked  into 
the  store  last  December,  introduced  him¬ 
self,  and  explained  that  he  had  just  built 
a  new  space  specifically  for  a  bookstore 
and  wanted  Cover  to  Cover  to  occupy  it. 
“He  turned  down  some  big  outfits,”  Salan 
recalls.  “And  he  gave  us  a  finished  build¬ 
ing — carpeted,  painted,  done.  All  we  had 
to  do  was  put  in  the  bookcases.” 

The  new  store  sports  a  mezzanine, 
which  provides  a  cozy  nook  for  the 
Mother- Daughter  Book  Discussion  Club, 
among  other  groups  and  classes.  An  out- 
doorpatio  has  been  outfitted  with  benches 
and  potted  plants. 

Salan  says  the  store  now  sponsors  ap¬ 
pearances  by  nationally  known  and  local 
authors  at  a  rate  of  two  to  three  a  month. 
“We’ve  had  lots  of  neighborhood  people 
who  have  written  books,”  she  points  out. 

Seven-year  staffer  Susan  Talbott,  who 
helps  coordinates  Cover  to  Cover’s 
schedule  of  events,  adds  that  the  shop  will 
host  a  summer  crafts  and  activities  pro¬ 
gram  for  kids.  Drop  by  or  call  to  sign  up, 
or  get  the  scoop  at  Cover  to  Cover’s  web 
site,  www.covertocoversf.com.  The  store 
will  also  put  you  on  the  mailing  list  for  its 
newsletter,  published  three  times  a  year. 

And  customers  who  can’t  make  it 
down  to  24th  Street  will  soon  be  able  to 
purchase  from  Cover  to  Cover  online,  via 
a  program  called  Book  Sense,  launched 
by  the  American  Booksellers  Associa¬ 
tion.  “The  independent  bookstores  are 
working  to  build  a  database  of  close  to 
two  million  titles,”  says  Salan,  “so  when 
Book  Sense  is  in  place  [sometime  this 
summer],  every  independent  bookstore  in 
America  will  be  able  to  do  the  same  thing 
Amazon.com  can  do.” 

Salan  says  owning  an  independent 
bookstore  will  never  be  a  huge  money¬ 
maker.  “But  there’s  quite  a  lot  of  ‘psychic 
income’  in  this  business.  You  get  won¬ 
derful  feedback  in  your  head  instead  of  in 
your  pocket.”  □ 


Advertisement 

Finally,  Here’s 
Free  Information 
On  Selling  Your 
Next  Home 

■  Free  report  reveals 
how  to  avoid  the  most 
expensive  mistakes 
most  people  make 
when  selling  real  estate 

SAN  FRANCISCO  --  Before  you 
even  think  about  doing  anything 
with  real  estate,  you'll  want  to  get 
a  copy  of  an  insightful  report 
called,  "The  Seven  Dumbest 
Mistakes  Smart  People  Make 
When  Selling  a  Home  -  And  How 
to  Avoid  Them." 

In  this  report  you'll  learn  about 
some  of  the  most  costly  mistakes 
you  can  make  and  some  insight¬ 
ful  tips  on  how  to  make  sure  you 
avoid  them. 

To  receive  a  free  copy  of  this 
critical  report,  call  toll  free  888- 
485-4557  ext.  92003  for  a  free 
recorded  message  24  hours  a  day, 
7  days  a  week. 


The  City's  first  choice  for  sushi  and  Japanese  dining 


2  |h  Hainano  Siuthi 

Q  wJ  SUSHI  BAR  AND  JAPANESE  RESTAURANT 


Our  sushi  bar  offers  the  greatest  selection 
of  the  freshest  sushi  in  town 


1332  Castro  Street  (at  24th  Street) 
826-0825 


Open  7  days  a  week 


Mystery  Bookstore  owner  Bruce  Taylor  (standing  near  desk)  hosted  an  April  signing  by  Gregg 
Andrew  Hurwitz,  author  of  The  Tower.  The  authors’  visits  and  Taylor’s  own  knowledgeability 
about  crime  fiction  are  key  to  the  success  of  the  23-year-old  shop.  Photo  by  Charles  Kennard 
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Sue  Bowie 

Real  Estate  Broker 
Noe  Valley  Specialist 

(415)  642-4000 

suebowie@aol.com 

"When  Excellence  Counts... 

Demand  the  Very  Best" 

Real  Estate  Expertise: 

15+  Years  Full-Time  Experience 
Top  1%  Nationally  for  10+  Years 
600+  Successfully  Closed  Transactions 

Background  for  Real  Estate: 

Noe  Valley  Homeowner  for  20+  Years 
Income  Property  Owner  and  Manager,  15+  Years 
Teaching,  Research  and  Counseling  Skills 


Practical  strategies  to  simplify  your  life 
Homes  and  home  businesses 

Organizing  Solutions- 


Conquer  your  paper 
problems  for  good 

— >  End  paper  clutter 
— >  Simplify  paperwork 
— >  File  with  ease 

Allison  Van  Norman 


Phone  &  Fax  415.864.6558 


avn@ncal.verio.com 


SchweD 


^CONSTRUCTION 


Historic  Restoration 
Custom  Remodeling 


Community  Activities: 


Co-Chairperson,  Upper  Noe  Neighbors,  10  Years 
Neighborhood  Beautification  and  Improvements 
Organized  Sidewalk  Plantings  for  350  Trees  in  Noe  Valley 


(415)  285-2160 

Alex  Schwed 
General  Contractor 

State  Lie.  No.  579875 


Member: 


t  £  ^ 

BBB 


Sue  Bowie 

Top  1%  Nationally 

(415)  642-4000 

suebowie@aol.com 


Prudential 

California  Realty 


677  Portola  Drive,  San  Francisco  94127 
two  blocks  from  Clipper  and  Portola 


INCREDIBLE 

AFFORDABLE 

INTERIORS! 


PAINTED  FINISHES 
For  CEILINGS,  WALLS, 
FLOORS  &  MORE 

Faux  Finishes 
Stencilling 
Specialty  Finishes 
Trompe  L'Oeil 

Free  Estimates 

J3IST 

yov 

INTERIOR  DECORATIVE  PAINTING 

Heidi  Mortensen 
(415)  552-3821 


A  lice's 

RESTAURANT 

Hunan  and  Mandarin  Style 

OPEN  FOR  LUNCH  AND  DINNER 
Serving  a  Complete  Chinese  Menu 
The  Finest  in  Chinese  Cuisine! 


H0US£SpEaM5 
**  rhicken 

““TLn l'”** 

cr£W^r 


banc hez  Street 

*****$* 

2*2-8999 

Ne^8emodeled 

Glass  Decor 


Tak, 


plus 


ovany 
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e'»U  tA 


vailable 


Open  for  lunch:  Monday  -  Friday  11  am  -  3  pm 
Serving  Dinner:  Monday  -  Thursday,  11  am  -  9:15  pm 
Friday  and  Saturday  11  am  - 10  pm  •  Sunday  12  noon  -  9:15  pm 


New  Baby 
in  the  house? 


Let’s  tell  the  world. 


The  Noe  Valley  Voice  would  like 
to  feature  your  new  arrival  in  our 
More  Mouths  to  Feed  column. 

Give  us  a  call  at  41 5-821  -3324  or 
Write  to  us  at 
1021  Sanchez  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA94114 

Weil  line  up  a  writer  and 
photographer,  and  blanket  the 
neighborhood  with  good  reviews. 
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Juice  It! 

To  Juice  Up 
James  Lick 

By  Kathryn  Guta 

If  you  drop  by  Juice  It!  before  June  10, 
you  can  do  something  good  for  kids  that 
may  be  good  for  your  body  as  well.  While 
you  swig  down  your  fruit  and  vegetable 
smoothies,  you  can  bolster  some  sagging 
educational  enrichment  programs  at 
James  Lick  Middle  School  on  Noe  Street. 

Tom  Burwell  and  Dave  Allen,  owners 
of  the  juice  bar  at  24th  and  Sanchez 
streets,  are  donating  5  percent  of  their  reg¬ 
ister  receipts  from  May  10  until  June  10 
to  the  kids  at  James  Lick.  (Customers 
should  drop  their  receipts  in  the  box 
marked  “James  Lick.”) 

The  way  Tom  and  Dave  look  at  it,  they 
are  giving  back  to  a  community  that  has 
given  them  a  profitable  business  for  the 
past  three  years.  These  two  young  busi¬ 
ness  partners,  both  age  30,  are  former  in¬ 
ternational  tennis  pros.  Playing  on  grass 
at  Wimbledon  and  on  dirt  in  Africa,  they 
competed  in  over  20  countries  in  four 
years.  Juicing  fruits  and  vegetables  be¬ 
came  a  way  of  staying  healthy  in  coun¬ 
tries  where  food  and  hygiene  standards 
were  sometimes  dubious. 

When  Tom  and  Dave  decided  to  hang 
up  their  tennis  rackets  in  1996,  they  nat¬ 
urally  turned  to  juicing  as  a  new  career 
path.  Translating  the  discipline  and  hard 
work  of  the  tennis  court  into  an  energetic 
work  ethic,  they  bounced  into  small  busi¬ 
ness  on  highly  competitive  24th  Street. 

Their  mission  statement  was  simple: 
Make  work  a  big  party  where  everyone  is 
invited.  Their  success  has  traveled  across 
the  Bay  to  Berkeley  and  down  the  penin¬ 
sula  to  Los  Gatos,  where  new  Juice  It!  bars 


_Sea  freeze 
C^feanerd 

824-5474 


Juicers  of  all  ages,  including  store  owner  Dave  Allen,  turned  out  on  Saturday,  May  10,  to 
launch  a  monthlong  fundraiser  for  James  Lick  Middle  School. 


have  sprung  up  in  the  past  three  years. 

Raw  energy  was  evident  on  Saturday, 
May  10,  when  the  Juice  It!  owners  and 
store  manager  Matt  Brown  kicked  off  the 
James  Lick  fundraiser  with  yellow  bal¬ 
loons  for  all.  The  juice  queues  were  long, 
but  patrons  didn’t  seem  to  mind  as  they 
chatted,  listened  to  driving  rock  music, 
and  enjoyed  a  chair  massage  with 
masseuse  John  Elke. 

James  Lick  parent  Celia  Magtoto  re¬ 
joiced  in  the  efforts  of  Tom  and  Dave  to 
help  make  the  school’s  programs  suc¬ 
ceed.  “It  takes  a  lot  of  work  to  raise  a 
small  amount  of  money  for  the  schools,” 
she  said.  “Some  parents  have  taken  out 
loans  so  that  their  kids  can  go  on  these  ed¬ 
ucational  trips.” 

Monica  Magtoto  was  also  happy  for 
the  boost.  This  sixth-grader  will  partici¬ 
pate  in  a  field  trip  to  the  banks  of  the  Nile 


in  June,  partly  as  a  result  of  the  extra  help 
from  Tom  and  Dave. 

Fellow  Lick  student  Michael  Lathrop, 
age  12,  enjoys  playing  baritone  horn  in 
the  band.  Nawal  Wahhab,  age  1 1 ,  is  an  ac¬ 
tress  who  wants  to  continue  performing 
in  skits  and  plays  at  school.  Some  of  the 
Juice  It!  receipts  will  go  toward  purchas¬ 
ing  new  band  instruments  and  funding 
arts  and  music  projects. 

According  to  Celia  Magtoto,  many  lan¬ 
guage  arts  enrichment  programs  are  on 
the  chopping  block  as  the  school  budget 
gets  tighter  and  tighter. 

Tom  and  Dave  hope  to  expand  their 
fundraising  efforts  to  form  a  Juice  It! 
Foundation,  which  will  help  support  all 
Noe  Valley  schools.  They  say  it  takes  a 
village  to  raise  a  child.  And  in  this  case, 
it’s  easy  to  lend  a  hand:  Just  drink  your 
juice!  □ 


Come  visit  us  at 
1420  Castro  Street 
between  Jersey  &  25th 

Professional  Cleaners 
3  HOUR  SERVICE 

We  operate  our  own  plant 

Coin-Op  Laundry 

Very  Convenient  Location 

Monday  -  Friday,  7:30  -  6:30 
Saturday  8:30  -  6:00 


Alleviate  Anxiety 
&  Depression 
Deepen  Relationships 
&  Intimacy 
Promote  Recovery 
&  Healing 
Enhance  Creativity 
&  Transitions 


Gv=> 


°°  Rekindle  Hope 

415.647.0300 

A  CROUP  OF  INDEPENDENT  PRACTITIONERS 


(SAVOR) 

Neighborhood  Restaurant  and  Creperie 

A  great  place  for  homemade  food. 

All  our  breads,  scones,  muffins  and  jams  are  made  on  the  premises. 
Serving  breakfast,  lunch  and  dinner.  Menu  available  all  day. 


SPECIALIZING  IN  CALIFORNIA  CREPES 

*  SAN  FRANCISCO  CREPE:  Smoked  Salmon,  Capers,  Spinach,  with  Onions,  Dijon 
and  Havarti  Cheese  *  MILANO:  Qrilled  Eggplant,  Artichoke  Hearts,  Roasted  Peppers 
and  Qarlic,  Provolone  Cheese,  Topped  with  Marinara  Sauce  *  PLUS  MANY  MORE! 


CHILDREN'S  MENU  AVAILABLE 

Enjoy  a  glass  of  wine  or  beer  or  a  cold  drink  on  our  outdoor  patio  in  the  Noe  Valley  Mall. 

SEATINQ  OVER  90 

*  OPEN  7  DAYS:  8:00  a.m.  -  10:00  p.m.  SUNDAY  -  THURSDAY  *  8:00  a.m.  -  11:00  p.m.  FRIDAY  &  SATURDAY  * 

3913  24th  Street  (near  Sanchez)  •  282-0344 
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Make  the  best  choice... 
Choose  Sue  Borsian 


Sue  Borsian 

4128  24th  Street 

San  Francisco,  CA  94114 

415-550-1302  x202 


MAIL  BOXES  ETC 


•  Mailbox  Rentals 

•  Color  Copies 

•  UPS  /  FEDEX  /  DHL 

•  Fax  and  Copies 

•  Shipping  and  Moving  Supplies 

•  Laminating  and  Binding 

•  Custom  Packing 

•  Notary  Public 

•  Business  Cards 

•  Passport  Photos 

•  Rubber  Stamps 

•  Fingerprinting 

Mail  Boxes  Etc. 

4104  24th  Street  (at  Castro) 

Mon.  -  Fri.  8  am  -  6  pm  •  Sat.  10  am  -  5  pm 

(415)  824-1070  •  Fax  (415)  824-1072 


UPS  &  FED  EX  AUTHORIZED  SHIPPING  OUTLET 
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on  the  range™ 


Nutritious  Contemporary  Home  Cooking 

•  •  •  Delivered!*  •  • 

PHONE  FOR  A  NEW  MENU: 
333-1787 
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GIFT  CERTIFICATES 

Feed  Your  Friends  and  Family 

Home  on  the  Range  gift  certificates  are  available 
and  can  really  make  someone's  day! 

They're  perfect  for  new  mothers,  patients  and  home  remodelers. 


Owned  by  Peter  &  TJ 

formerly  of  Chloe’s  Cafe 

California  Eclectic  Cuisine 

Open  for  Breakfast,  Lunch  &  Dinner 

Japantown 

1826  Buchanan  Street 

(between  Sutter  &  Bush) 

(415)  292-9027 

Tuesday  -  Saturday  8-3  Breakfast  &  Lunch 
5  -  9:30  Dinner 

Sunday  Brunch  8-3 


^  T-  w’%. 

ATTORNEY-AT-LAW 

(415)  641-8687 

Noe  Valley  Law  Offices 
1330  Castro  at  24th  Street 

AVOID  THE  COST  OF  PROBATE 
ESTATE  CONSULTATION,  LIVING  TRUSTS,  WILLS 
PERSONAL  INJURY 

AUTO  ACCIDENT,  SLIP  &  FALL  ACCIDENTS 
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Noe  Valley  cartoonist  Mark  Ziemann  will  kick  off  a  show  of  his  paintings  by  sketching  free 
caricatures  of  kids  on  June  19,  I  to  3  p.m.,  at  Cafe  J  on  Church  Street, 


SHORT 

TAKES 


Douglass  Playground  Swings 

‘sjjpsr 

Dorthe  Deubler  was  turning  cart¬ 
wheels  in  late  May.  As  head  of  the  Noe 
Valley  Neighborhood  Parks  Improve¬ 
ment  Association  (NVNPIA),  she’d  just 
gotten  word  that  Douglass  Playground 
was  being  awarded  brand-new  playground 
equipment,  to  be  installed  this  summer. 

“I’m  ecstatic,”  she  said.  “The  people 
offering  the  equipment  [Game  Time] 
came  out  to  the  park,  and  they  are  defi¬ 
nitely  dedicated  to  making  this  a  great 
playground.  All  the  equipment  will  be  do¬ 
nated.”  She  and  her  group  had  been  beg¬ 
ging  the  Recreation  and  Park  Department 
for  months  to  replace  the  old  teeter-totter, 
swings,  metal  slides,  and  wooden  climb¬ 
ing  structure  in  use  since  the  1970s. 

Now  she’s  asking  the  neighborhood  to 
do  its  part  and  turn  out  for  a  community 
meeting  on  Monday,  June  14.  The  meet¬ 
ing,  cohosted  by  Rec  and  Park,  is  to  give 
residents  the  opportunity  to  pick  out  the 
equipment  —  and  decide  such  things  as 
the  color,  number  and  type  of  swings,  and 
whether  the  slides  should  be  plastic  or 
metal,  open  or  covered.  “We  want  to 
make  it  more  toddler  friendly,  and  ac¬ 
commodate  the  latchkey  kids,  too,”  said 
Deubler.  “So  now’s  the  time  for  the  peo¬ 
ple  in  the  community  to  design  what  they 
want  their  kids  to  be  playing  on.” 

The  meeting  will  start  at  6:45  p.m.  at 
the  clubhouse  at  26th  and  Douglass.  If 
you  want  to  hear  about  some  of  the  op¬ 
tions  beforehand,  call  NVNPIA  co-chair 
Krista  Keegan  at  550-9050. 

— Sally  Smith 

Boys  in  Good  Voice 


You  have  to  be  good  to  be  singing  for 
the  pope  on  the  eve  of  the  millennium, 
and  that’s  just  what  the  Golden  Gate  Boys 
Choir  will  be  doing  six  months  from  now, 
halfway  around  the  globe.  Closer  to  home 
and  to  now,  on  June  13  at  6:30  p.m.,  the 
Boys  (with  some  fathers  providing  bass 
backup)  will  present  a  concert  at  St. 
Paul’s  Church  at  Church  and  29th  streets. 

Day  Street  resident  Franco  Monda,  one 
of  the  singing  dads,  testifies  to  the  effect 
that  the  Choir  has  had  on  his  7  '/2-year-old 
son,  Alexander.  “He  feels  great  about  per¬ 
forming,”  says  Monda.  “With  a  lot  of 
boys,  it  tends  to  be,  ‘Singing  is  a  girls’ 
thing,’  but  once  they  get  into  the  Choir, 
there’s  this  pact  of  camaraderie.” 

In  fact,  the  32  boys  currently  involved, 
ages  7  to  18,  are  hoping  that  the  June  13 
concert  will  net  them  some  new  members 
from  Noe  Valley  and  beyond,  and  they  in¬ 
vite  would-be  choristers  and  their  parents 


to  call  431-1137  for  info  about  auditions. 

The  June  13  program  includes  Randall 
Thompson’s  30-minute  “Ode  to  Virgina,” 
as  well  as  “Suogan,”  a  Welsh  lullaby,  and 
“Bless  the  Lord,  O  My  Soul,”  a  Russian 
hymn.  The  Choir’s  bellringers,  formed 
from  choristers  whose  voices  are  chang¬ 
ing,  will  present  their  own  selections.” 
Tickets  are  $  1 2  for  adults,  $6  for  kids,  on 
sale  at  the  door  or  through  St.  Paul’s. 

— Jeff  Kaliss 

The  Topic  Is  Youth  Violence 


What  can  communities  do  to  head  off 
violence  among  children  and  adoles¬ 
cents?  Two  agencies  with  answers  to  that 
question  will  talk  about  their  programs  at 
a  meeting  of  the  residents  group  Friends 
of  Noe  Valley  on  June  10. 

Carol  Badran  from  the  San  Francisco 
Public  Health  Department  will  describe 
“Transitions,”  a  10-session  program  aimed 
at  helping  fifth-graders  deal  with  violence 
and  aggression,  body  image,  relationships, 
loss,  and  self-development.  Then  Andres 
Soto  from  the  Pacific  Center  for  Violence 
Prevention  will  discuss  work  being  done 
to  reduce  gun  violence  among  youth. 

“In  view  of  what’s  been  going  on  in  the 
country,  we  thought  this  might  give  peo¬ 
ple  a  chance  to  learn  and  talk  about  some 
of  the  anxiety  they’re  feeling,”  said 
Eleanore  Gerhardt,  a  Friends  of  Noe  Val¬ 
ley  board  member  who  helped  organize 
the  event.  “We  try  to  have  timely  topics.” 

The  meeting,  which  will  be  held  at  the 
Noe  Valley  Library  (451  Jersey  St.)  at 
7:45  p.m.,  is  open  to  the  public. 

For  more  information,  call  Friends  of 
Noe  Valley  at  285-8016. 

— Mark  Robinson 

A  Cartoonist  Gets  Artsy 

Jersey  Street  artist  Mark  Ziemann  had 
always  drawn  cartoons.  But  while  study¬ 
ing  at  the  Art  Institute  of  Chicago  and  the 
American  Academy  of  Art  (also  in  Chi¬ 
cago),  he  had  wide  exposure  to  fine  arts. 

Now  the  “Z-Man”  is  bringing  these 
two  worlds  together  with  an  exhibit  of  his 
bright,  pop  art  paintings  at  neighborhood 
cafes.  (The  exhibit  also  includes  painted 
vinyl  records  and  muffin  tins.) 

Some  of  his  art  works  are  already  on 
display  at  Muddy  Waters  Coffee  House  at 
262  Church  St.  (near  15th).  And  on  June 
19,  Ziemann  will  open  a  show  in  Noe  Val¬ 
ley — at  Cafe  J,  on  Church  Street. 

On  Saturday,  Ziemann  will  be  on  hand 
from  1  to  3  p.m.,  drawing  free  caricatures 
of  any  children  who  stop  by  the  cafe.  An 
artist’s  reception  will  be  held  on  Sunday, 
June  20,  from  5  to  7:30  p.m. 

The  exhibit  will  continue  through  Aug. 

1 .  Mark  Ziemann  will  also  keep  teaching 
his  classes  in  comic  book  illustration  at 
San  Francisco’s  Academy  of  Art  College. 
For  the  scoop  on  the  show  or  the  artist, 
call  826-9488.  — Mark  Robinson 


When  Blue  Cross  of  California  Says 
No  Deductible  We  Mean... 

No  Deductible! 


For  Individuals,  Families,  and  Businesses 


The  No-Deductible  Preferred  Provider  Co-Pay  Plans 

>No  deductible  in-network  or  out. 

>No  deductible  for  any  doctor,  specialist,  lab,  hospital,  x-rays,  or  prescriptions. 

>  Your  choice  of  $20,  $30,  or  $40  co-pays  (There's  even  a  new  $  1 0  co-pay!). 

>  Chiropractic,  Acupuncture,  and  Acupressure  are  also  covered. 


Monthly  Rates  For  Individuals.  Effective  9/1/98 


$20  Co-Pay 

$30  Co-Pay 

$40  Co-Pay 

Under  30: 

$76.00 

$57.00 

$43.00 

30-39: 

$113.00 

$84.00 

$60.00 

40-49 

$158.00 

$129.00 

$95.00 

50-59 

$203.00 

$191.00 

$156.00 

60-64 

$221.00 

$215.00 

$184.00 

San  Francisco  &  Bay  Area  Counties 


BSl  Blue  Cross  of  California 


Blue  Cross  of  California  is  an  independent  licensee  of  the  Blue 
Cross  Association.  <§>  is  a  registered  mark  of  the  Blue  Cross 
Association.  Medical  and  dental  plans  from  Blue  Cross  of 
California  and/or  BC  Life  &  Health  Insurance  Company 


Call: 

Bill  Hannant 

(415)  647-7012 

Authorized  Agent 

CA  License  0723231 
Hannant  Insurance  Services 
1446  Kansas  St.  San  Francisco,  CA  94107 


PIZZA  RESTAURANT 

Family  Dining  Since  1972 

Now  Under  Sole  Proprietorship 

•  Improvements  have  been  made  throughout  the  restaurant  • 

Same  Great  Crew 
Waiting  to  Welcome  You! 

New  Specials  Every  Week  Including: 

Fresh  Fish  -  Catch  of  the  Day 

Lunch  Served  Daily  from  11:30  am 

Try  Our  Delicious  Dinner  Appetizers 
Great  Variety  of  Italian  Dishes 
Large  Vegetarian  Menu 
All  Our  Pizzas  are  Handmade  to  Order 

Free  Delivery  or  Call  Ahead  for  Pick-Up 
New  Summer  Hours: 

Sunday  -  Thursday  11:30  am  -  11:30  pm 
Friday  &  Saturday  11:30  am  -  12:30  am 

3881 24th  Street  Between  Sanchez  and  Vicksburg 

647-1929 
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CALLS! 


Kershaw 

Real  Estate 
Broker  Associate 

BJ  Droubi  &  Co 


Creator  ot  the  Glen 
Park  Service  Directory 

Glen  Park  homeowner 
since  1987 


YOUR  GLEN  PARK  CONNECTION 

550-1302  EXT.  215 


M.B. 

Electric 

(415)  648-2609 
Michael  Ballingall 


Affordable  Rates 

243  Chenery  Street 
San  Francisco  94131 

License  No.  4793 1 3 


GLEN  PARK 
Neighbors 


Marie  P.  Simard 
Proprietaire 

Fine  Coffees  •  Teas  •  Desserts 
Open  7  Days 
M-F  6:30am  -  7:30pm 
Sat.  7am  -  6:30pm 
Sun.  8am  -  6pm 

415  337  9660 

2885  Diamond  Street  SF,  941 3 1 

Near  Glen  Park  BART 


GLEN 

PARK 


HARDWARE 


OPEN  6  DAYS 

Plumbing  •  Electric  •  Glass 
Pipe  Threading  •  Keys 
Home  &  Garden  Supplies 
Treasure  Tone  Paints 

Mon  to  Sat.  till  5:30  pm 


585-5761  ~ 

685  CHENERY  AT  DIAMOND 


MANTA 

CARPENTRY 
&  CONSTRUCTION 

Since  1974 
A  remodeling 
A  kitchens  I  baths 
A  elec.  I  plumbing 
A  Victorian  restor 
A  repair  /  dry  rot 
A  additions 
Lie.  No.  442870 


foundation  to  finish 


821  -4091 


(415)  333-WINE 
(415)  333-9463 


678  Chenery  Street,  at  Diamond 
Marie  P.  Simard 


COTTON  BASICS 

WORKWEAR 

our  new  menswear  store 


3989  24th  Street,  San  Francisco 

(between  Noe  &  Sanchez) 

415-206-0245 

Now  in!  Carhartts  &  Dickies  Jackets 


featuring  our  new  line  of 
men’s  cotton  clothing,  Carhartt, 
Dickies,  plus  other  brands. 

also  visit  our  women’s  wear  store: 
1301  Castro  @  24th  Street 
550-8646 


URBAN 
CELLARS 

Your  Neighborhood  Wine  Shop 

A  large  selection  of  fine  Domestic  and  Imported  Wines 
Also  Beer  and  Spirits 

Open  7  Days 

Monday  -  Thursday  11  am  -  9  pm 
Friday  &  Saturday  11  am  - 10  pm 
Sunday  11  am -8  pm 

3821  24th  Street  near  Church 

415-824-2300 

www.urbancellars.com 
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A  storm  of  comedians  and  musicians  will  blow  into  town  the  night  of  June  19,  for  the  sixth 
almost  annual  Evening  of  Song,  held  at  the  Noe  Valley  Ministry.  Come  fog  or  come  smog, 
the  performers  will  each  do  a  four-minute  tune  on  the  theme  “Weather.. .or  Not." 


CUSTOM 


CAR  & 


ENGINE 


Maintenance  •  Tune-ups  •  Repair  •  Foreign  &  Domestic 

•  Complete  Automotive  and  Truck  Service 

•  Pick  up  and  Delivery  Service  •  Complimentary  Towing 
•  Financing  Available 

Brakes  •  Fuel  Injection  Service  •  Clutches  •  Air  Conditioning  Service  &  Repair 

ENGINE  REPAIR 

•  Engine  Rebuilding  •  Engine  Restoration 

THE  LATEST  IN  COMPUTER  D I  AG  N  0  STI CS  for 

•  Brakes  •  Tune-ups  •  Transmission  and  Clutch  Repair 


FULL  SERVICE  PARTS  and  ACCESSORIES  Department 


SHORT 

TAKES 


Hot  Forecast  for  Eve  of  Song 

Have  you  found  yourself  waiting  for 
the  J-car  ’neath  a  foggy  sky  in  Upper  Noe 
Valley  recently,  when  the  lady  next  to  you 
suddenly  starts  singing  “Isn’t  It  a  Lovely 
Day”?  That  vocalizer  may  well  have  been 
Bermuda  Schwartz,  who  lives  and  com¬ 
mutes  to  her  day  job  from  Duncan  Street. 

Schwartz  and  dozens  of  her  musical 
colleagues  have  been  rehearsing  for  an 
Evening  of  Song,  which  will  happen  at 
the  Noe  Valley  Ministry  on  Saturday, 
June  19,  at  8  p.m.  In  addition  to 
Schwartz’s  reprise  of  that  once  popular 
tune,  you  may  get  to  hear  “Rainy  Day 
Woman,”  “Lightning  Strikes,”  or  “Stormy 
Monday,”  since  the  theme  for  this  year’s 
hit  parade  is  “Weather  ...  or  Not.” 

“It’s  a  variety  show  kind  of  thing,” 
Schwartz  explains,  for  those  who’ve 
missed  the  five  previous  hilarious  but  har¬ 
monious  Evenings,  presented  by  Right- 
Brained  Productions.  “And  it’s  geared  to¬ 
ward  the  short  attention  span,  because 
everyone  gets  just  four  minutes  to  sing 
one  song.”  Musicians  can  perform  either 
a  standard,  a  rarity,  or  an  original,  as  long 
as  it’s  about  sun,  rain,  sleet,  hail ...  or  not. 

Performers  will  include  some  of  the 
best  on  the  city’s  vocal  circuit,  including 
the  Ethel  Merman  Memorial  Choir,  Gun- 
nar  Madsen,  Rick  and  Ruby,  and  the  True 
Fiction  Magazine  improv  troupe — all  un¬ 
der  the  musical  direction  of  keyboardist 
J.  Raoul  Brody  and  his  electrified  band. 

Keeping  the  music  flowing  will  be  em¬ 
cee,  comic,  and  sometime  radio  host  Ian 
Shoales,  a.k.a.  Merle  Kessler. 

Tickets  are  available  in  advance  at 
Streetlight  Records  ($  1 2),  or  at  the  door 
at  1021  Sanchez  St.  ($14).  Or  call  (415) 
454-5238  for  more  info  and  outlets. 

— Jeff  Kali ss 


Volunteering  Goes  Digital 

So  you  want  to  get  involved  in  your 
community  but  don’t  know  where  to 
start?  The  Volunteer  Center  of  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  has  a  new  web  site  that  can  help  you 
make  your  move.  The  site,  www.vcsf.org, 
includes  details  about  900  organizations 
that  need  volunteers. 

The  centerpiece  of  the  new  site  is  an  in¬ 
teractive  database  of  volunteer  opportu¬ 
nities.  It’s  searchable  by  key  word,  the 
type  of  work  involved,  and  the  organiza¬ 
tion’s  name  or  location. 

Potential  volunteers  can  find  informa¬ 
tion  about  coaching  youth  athletics,  help¬ 
ing  hospital  patients  navigate  the  Internet, 


restoring  parks  and  trails,  fundraising  for 
AIDS  organizations,  mentoring  students, 
and  hundreds  of  other  opportunities. 

The  site  itself  was  built  by  volunteers 
from  CNET,  a  San  Francisco  media  com¬ 
pany.  To  reach  the  Volunteer  Center’s 
community  service  program  the  old-fash¬ 
ioned  way,  call  (415)  982-8999. 

— Mark  Robinson 


Looks  Weird,  Sounds  Great 

Larry  Kassin,  director  of  the  Noe  Val¬ 
ley  Music  Series,  describes  Oliver  DiCi- 
cco  as  “a  neighborhood  treasure.”  And  the 
praise  fits.  Not  only  has  DiCicco  been 
recording  for  other  people  (jazz,  pop, 
classical)  at  his  Mobius  Studios  on 
Sanchez  Street  for  a  couple  of  decades, 
but  he’s  also  been  making  music  himself, 
on  an  assortment  of  original,  handcrafted 
instruments.  The  current  result  is  an  en¬ 
semble  of  players  called  Mobius  Operandi. 

They’ll  appear  at  the  Noe  Valley  Min¬ 
istry  at  8: 15  p.m.  on  Saturday,  June  5,  and 
if  you’ve  never  experienced  them,  you 
won’t  believe  either  your  ears  or  your 
eyes.  “The  music  pulsates  with  tuneful  in¬ 
sistence,”  notes  Examiner  critic  Robert 
Hurwitt,  “as  the  odd,  rich  tones  emanat¬ 
ing  from  DiCicco’s  metal,  wood,  and 
glass  instruments  mystify  the  senses.” 

Vocalists  Pamela  Winfrey  and  Christie 
Winn,  along  with  multi-instrumentalists 
Jason  Reinier  and  Peter  Whitehead,  ap¬ 
pear  with  DiCicco  in  a  refreshing  ap¬ 
proach  to  traditional  song  forms  that  is  as 
much  fun  as  it  is  fascinating. 

Tickets  are  $12  in  advance,  $14  at  the 
door(at  1021  SanchezSt.).  Call454-5238 
for  information.  — Jeff  Kaliss 


PAWS  to  Remember 

If  you’re  panting  to  help  out  a  good 
cause,  the  fourth  annual  Doggone  Fun 
Run  may  be  the  race  for  you.  The  5 -kilo¬ 
meter  (3.1 -mile)  event  features  people 
and  their  dogs,  running  or  walking 
through  Golden  Gate  Park.  The  purpose: 
to  raise  money  for  PAWS,  a  group  that 
supports  people  with  AIDS  who  want  to 
keep  their  pets.  . 

PAWS  volunteers  assist  clients  with 
dog  walking  and  litter-box  cleaning.  The 
money  raised  by  the  run  will  go  for  things 
like  veterinary  care  and  pet  food.  “As  a 
volunteer  and  board  member  of  PAWS,  I 
can  tell  you  firsthand  how  valuable  the 
services  PAWS  provides  are,”  says  Matt 
O’Toole,  a  Glen  Park  resident. 

The  race  will  be  held  Sunday,  June  13, 
from  9  a.m.  to  noon.  You  don’t  have  to 
have  a  dog  to  participate,  but  organizers 
are  asking  for  a  minimum  $35  pledge. 
You  may  register  on  the  day  of  the  run  or 
sign  up  in  advance  by  calling  PAWS  at 
(4 1 5)  24 1  - 1 460.  — Mark  Robinson 


3730  Mission  Street  between  Highland  and  Park 


2  blocks  south  of  Cortland  in  Bernal  Heights 
Close  to  Noe  Valley  and  Glen  Park 


Open  Mon  -  Fri  8:00  am  -  6:00  pm 
•  Sat.  10:00  am  -  3:00  pm 

Phone  415-647-0149 
•  Fax  415-647-0182 


ASE  Certified 
Master 
Technicians 

• 

Guaranteed 
Auto  Repair 


AMEX 


-  Cash  -  Discover  -  Travelers  Checks  - 

Mention  this  Ad  and  receive  10%  OFF 
all  labor  char9es  Expires  6/30/99 


NOE'S  BAR 


Root  for  the  Giants  with  us! 

Located  at  the  corner  of  24th  &  Church 

282-4007 


4288  24th  St.  at  Douglass,  San  Francisco  •  (4  IS)  821-7652 
open  7  days  a  week 

Home  cooking  with  no  ethnic  boundaries 


20  The  Noe  Valley  Voice  •  June  1999 


Angfor  (Borei  Restaurant 

Cambodian  Cuisine 

*  The  Best  Curry  in  Town  * 

Unique  Asian  Flavors  •  Great  Vegetarian  Menu,  too! 

Free  Delivery 

3471  Mission  Street  at  Cortland 

Close  to  Noe  Valley  &  Bernal  Heights 
Easy  access:  J-Church  to  Randall;  Muni  lines  14,  49,  67  &  24 

(415)  550-8417 

Open  Daily  11  am  -  10:30  pm 


What’s  News  at  the  Alemany  Flea  &  Farmer’s  Market? 


Now,  in  addition  to  our  popular 

•  Sunday  Flea  Market  • 

we  have  created  a 

Wednesday  Flea  Market 

and 

Farmer’s  Market 

FvBG  Stalls  for  all  vendors  on  Wednesdays 
until  May  1,  1999 

100  Alemany  Blvd.  at  the  101/280  split,  San  Francisco 
(415)  647-2043  or  647-9423 

7  AM  -  3  PM 

Antiques  &  Collectibles 

•  Dealers  Welcome  • 


BERNAL  HEIGHTS 

Neighbors 


at  The  Good  Life  Grocery 


Fish  Bros. 

Sliced  Lox 

3oz.-reg4.99  $4  £0 

Fresh  Bagels 

Delivered  everyday 

6  for  $2.99 


Barbara’s  Bakery 

Cheese  Puffs 

5.5  oz.  -reg  1.99 

$1.49 


all  flavors 


Clover 

Organic  Milk 


Clover 

Salted  Butter 

11b.  -reg  1.79 

$1.39 


Half  Gallons  -all  varieties 

$2.59 


Mexi  Snax 


Cascadian  Farms 


Tortilla  Chips 

Kosher  Dills  14  oz.  -reg  2.59 


(mm 

Sauerkraut  $3.29 


Nancy’s 

Cultured 
Yogurt  Quarts 

all  flavors 

32  oz.  -reg  2.55/2.69 


$2.69 


Crystal  Geyser 

Juice  Squeeze 

4x12  oz.  -reg  2.99 

$2.49 


$1.99 


Panda 

Licorice  Chews 


7  oz.  -reg  2.39 


$2.29 

BOCA 

BURGERS 

m 

Boca  Burgers 


y  Alpine  Spring 

Wa,er  690 


Emilia 

Potato  Gnocchi 

Reg  or  Tri-Color 

$1.69 


$1.99 


1.5  liter  -reg  99c 


Original  or  Fresh  Max 
2.25  oz.  -reg  4.19 


$3.59 


Sale  Prices  effective 
June  4  -  June  20,  1999 


Monday  -  Saturday 

9:00  am  -  8:00  pm 

Sundays 

10:00  am  ■  6:00  pm 

A 

Ital 

Marinated 
Artichoke 
Hearts 

6  oz.  -reg  1.79 

$1.39 


Red  Oval  Farms 

Stoned  Wheat  Thins 

all  varieties  ^ 

$2.29 

VlTAS®y 

VitaSoy 

Soy  Milk  $2.19 

32  oz.  -reg  2.39 

Calistoga 

Sparkling 
Mineral  „ , 

Water 

1  liter  -reg  1.09  790 

Health  is  Wealth 

Chicken  Nuggets 


12  oz.  -reg  4.99 


$4.49 


Free  Parking 

| 

Across  the  Street 

In  our  Very  Own 

Parking  Lot  ! 

We  Accept 


ATM  Cards 
MasterCard  &  Visa 
Cash  &  Checks 
Food  Stamps 


ATM 


448  Cortland  Avenue  •  Bernal  Heights  •  San  Francisco  •  94110 
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Electric  Car 
Owners  Love 
Their  Ride 

By  Steve  Steinberg 

The  automobile  of  the  future  has  come 
to  Noe  Valley.  Silent,  emission-free,  bat¬ 
tery-operated  electric  cars  are  humming 
along  neighborhood  streets,  their  proud 
owners  thumbing  their  noses  at  skyrock¬ 
eting  gas  prices. 

At  least  five  of  the  new  electric  cars  are 
tooling  around  the  Valley.  Three  of  them 
— two  GM  cars  and  a  Honda — are  owned 
by  guys  named  Steve,  who  all  agree  that 
saving  the  environment  is  their  top  rea¬ 
son  for  driving  an  e-car. 

“I  have  taken  a  step  to  show  that  we  can 
do  something  to  help  the  environment,” 
says  Steve  Dibner,  who  lives  on  Cesar 
Chavez  Street. 

“We  feel  like  pioneers,”  says  Castro 
Street  resident  Steve  Oddo.  “I  see  this  as 
the  only  way  to  stem  our  smog  problems.” 

Both  Oddo  and  Dibner  lease  the  1998 
model  EV 1 .  The  car  is  put  out  by  General 
Motors  and  available  through  Saturn 
dealers.  Dibner,  a  bassoonist  with  the  San 
Francisco  Symphony,  and  Oddo,  an  en¬ 
gineer  with  Dolby  Laboratories,  picked 
up  their  cars  on  Treasure  Island  on  March 
31, 1998,  the  first  day  the  EV1  was  avail¬ 
able  in  Northern  California.  (The  car  had 
been  introduced  in  Southern  California 
and  Arizona  the  previous  year.) 

The  March  3 1  debut  was  something  of 
a  media  event,  with  CNN  providing  cov¬ 
erage.  Dibner  called  the  day  “one  of  the 
most  exciting  of  my  whole  life.”  He  had 
test-driven  a  prototype  of  the  E V 1  back 
in  1994  and  had  eagerly  anticipated  the 
moment  when  he  could  take  one  home. 

Steve  Braunstein,  who  lives  on  Jersey 
Street,  and  who,  coincidentally,  is  also  a 
bassoonist  with  the  San  Francisco  Sym¬ 
phony,  got  a  little  bit  of  a  jump  on  Oddo 
and  Dibner  with  his  Honda  EV+,  having 
leased  his  car  at  the  end  of  February  1998. 

GM’s  Car  Has  a  ‘Wow’  Dash 

Braunstein’s  Honda  looks  pretty  much 
like  a  smallish  minivan,  with  no  great  de¬ 
sign  surprises  in  either  the  interior  or  ex¬ 
terior.  The  GM  EV  1  is  a  completely  dif¬ 
ferent  story.  Teardrop  in  shape,  the  car 
resembles  a  Citroen  of  the  1950s  and 
’60s.  The  rear  wheels  are  partially  cov¬ 
ered  by  the  frame  and  are  not  parallel  to 
the  front  wheels,  which  makes  the  car  ex¬ 
tremely  aerodynamic,  says  Dibner. 

But  the  big  treat  is  inside  the  two- 
seater,  where  space-age  design  prevails. 
The  car  has  keyless  ignition — just  punch 
in  a  code  and  hit  “Run.” 

When  you  turn  the  engine  on,  the  dash¬ 
board,  looking  like  a  cockpit  in  Star  Wars, 
lights  up.  Curving  around  the  base  of  the 
front  window  and  all  but  invisible  when 
the  motor  is  off,  the  board  is  loaded  with 
futuristic  gauges.  Dibner  calls  it  the 
“Wow!”  board,  because  that’s  what  most 
people  say  the  first  time  they  see  it. 

The  EV1  also  has  several  other  state- 
of-the-art  features  not  found  in  regular 
cars:  A  climate  control  switch  lets  the  dri¬ 
ver  precondition  the  cabin.  A  hom  beeps 
when  the  car  backs  up.  And  because  the 
car  is  so  quiet,  it  comes  with  a  special 
hom  and  light  system  the  driver  can  use 
to  warn  pedestrians. 

Braunstein’s  Honda  is  even  quieter 
than  the  EV  1 ,  especially  when  it’s  idling. 
Asked  to  turn  on  his  engine  for  a  test  drive, 
Braunstein  exclaims,  “It’s  on,  it’s  on!” 

Both  models  come  with  a  special  re¬ 
generative  feature,  which  allows  the  car 
to  partially  recharge  its  batteries  while 
coasting. 


These  three  Noe  Valley  residents  —  (from  left)  Steve  Dibner,  Steve  Braunstein,  and  Steve 
Oddo — are  really  revved  up  about  their  cars.  Dibner  and  Oddo  drive  the  sporty  EVI  made 
by  GM,  while  Braunstein’s  battery-run  baby  is  the  EV+  Honda.  Photo  by  Beverly  Thorp 


Available  for  Lease  Only 

All  the  bells  and  whistles  aside,  the 
cars  go  a  long  way  in  the  fight  against  air 
pollution.  Their  gasoline-free  engines 
make  them  97  percent  cleaner  than  con¬ 
ventionally  powered  vehicles. 

Neither  the  EV  1  nor  the  EV+  can  be 
purchased  by  consumers  at  this  time.  The 
manufacturers  will  only  lease  them,  be¬ 
cause  they  want  to  maintain  control  of 
this  emerging  technology.  Customers 
may  not  even  be  able  to  renew  their  cur¬ 
rent  three-year  leases  once  they  expire, 
since  GM  and  Honda  may  want  to  disas¬ 
semble  the  cars  to  see  how  they  held  up. 

Though  the  cars  can’t  be  bought,  GM’s 
list  price  for  the  EVI  is  about  $34,000. 
The  Honda,  which  is  handmade  in  Japan 
by  the  company’s  most  elite  workers, 
goes  for  $54,000.  The  three  Steves  pay 
between  $399  and  $450  a  month  to  lease 
their  vehicles. 

The  lease  includes  all  maintenance, 
even  though  there  is  almost  nothing  to 
maintain.  The  first  scheduled  mainte¬ 
nance  for  the  cars  is  a  tire  rotation  at  5,000 
miles.  (Replacement  tires  are  also  in¬ 
cluded  in  the  lease.) 

The  cars  require  no  oil  changes,  no 
tune-ups.  They  have  no  transmissions,  no 
clutches,  and  no  water  pumps.  And  their 
brakes  last  a  lot  longer  than  those  in  reg¬ 
ular  cars.  Under  the  hood  there  is  very  lit¬ 
tle  to  see:  a  couple  of  reservoirs  for  wind¬ 
shield  washer  fluid  and  power  brake  fluid, 
and  a  covered  electric  motor. 

The  heart  of  each  car  is  a  series  of  bat¬ 
tery  packs,  located  under  and  around  the 
seats.  The  batteries  provide  the  car’s  en¬ 
ergy.  (Honda  has  24  of  the  packs,  GM  26.) 

Speed:  0  to  60  in  9  Seconds 

Braunstein  says  that  when  people  find 
out  he’s  driving  an  electric  car,  invariably 
their  first  question  is,  “How  far  can  you 
go?"  Well,  that  depends  on  how  you  drive 
the  car. 

Officially,  the  GM  car  will  go  50  to  70 
miles  between  charges,  and  the  Honda 
anywhere  from  75  to  120.  The  difference 
in  range  between  the  two  cars  has  to  do 
with  their  batteries.  The  GM  uses  a  con¬ 
ventional  lead-acid  battery  pack,  while 
the  Honda  has  a  more  advanced  nickel- 
metal  hydride  battery,  similar  to  the  bat¬ 
teries  used  in  computers. 

As  for  “real  world”  mileage,  Braun¬ 
stein  reports  an  average  of  60  to  80  miles 
between  charges  in  his  Honda,  but  says 
he  could  do  better  if  he  didn’t  have  to  con¬ 
tend  with  San  Francisco’s  hills.  Oddo 
says  he  recently  drove  to  Martinez  and 
back,  about  70  miles  round  trip,  and  still 
had  some  charge  remaining. 

Dibner  prefers  not  to  reveal  his  actual 
mileage,  conceding  that  he  drives  his  car 
pretty  hard.  “I  drive  the  fastest,  sexiest  car 
on  the  road,”  he  says.  He  is  proud  of  the 


fact  that  his  EV  1  will  do  zero  to  60  in  un¬ 
der  nine  seconds,  and  although  it  has  a 
factory-set  speed  limit  of  80  miles  per 
hour,  it  has  been  clocked,  he  says,  on  the 
test  track  at  1 83  miles  per  hour. 

Braunstein’s  Honda  is  no  slouch  in  the 
acceleration  department  either.  “It’s  as 
peppy  a  car  as  I’ve  ever  owned,”  he  says, 
“even  when  it’s  carrying  four  adults.” 

Because  there  are  no  gears,  both  e-cars 
accelerate  smoothly  and  silently.  As  the 
car  speeds  up,  driver  and  passengers  feel 
the  same  kind  of  G  forces  they’d  feel  in 
an  airplane. 

Each  car  comes  equipped  with  its  own 
battery  recharging  unit,  which  can  be 
plugged  in  at  special  stations.  GM  main¬ 
tains  about  65  public  charging  stations  in 
Northern  California,  with  far  more  in 
Southern  California.  Honda  has  about  30. 
You  generally  find  them  at  shopping 
malls,  airports,  and  hotels.  In  San  Fran¬ 
cisco,  there  are  stations  at  Fisherman’s 


Time  for  a  change? 

Try  Cindy  Piva  at 

The  Cutting  Edge  Salon 

Specializing  in 
relaxing  spa  pedicures 
&  foot  massage. 

No  acrylic  nails, 

No  odor.  Healthy, 
natural  manicures. 

All  consultations 
complimentary. 

415-970-EDGE  (3343) 

1 000  Cortland  Avenue 


Wharf  and  at  Costco  on  10th  Street. 

Nevertheless,  the  three  Steves  opted  to 
have  their  own  personal  charging  stations 
installed  in  their  garages — at  a  cost  of  be¬ 
tween  $800  and  $1,600. 

Plug  the  Car  into  a  Wall 

A  complete  recharge  takes  about  three 
hours,  notes  Dibner,  although  a  basic 
charge  can  be  attained  in  one.  The  cars 
also  come  with  a  portable  charging  unit, 
so  that  if  you’re  not  near  a  charging  sta¬ 
tion,  you  can  literally  plug  the  car  into  a 
wall.  (It  takes  a  lot  longer  to  do  it  this  way, 
however.) 

Continued  on  Next  Page 
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Now  Serving 

Middle  Eastern  Brunch  Buffet 

Saturday  &  Sunday,  11 :00  -  4:00 


ALL  YOU  CAN  EAT!  $5.95  PER  PERSON 


As  mentioned  in  the  S.F.  Bay  Guardian  Cheap  Eats 

Also  Serving  Continental  Breakfast, 
Lunch  and  Dinner 

Monday  -  Friday 
Featuring: 

Bagels,  Pastry,  Fresh  Squeezed  Juices, 
Calzone,  A  Variety  of  Home-Made  Salads  and 
Soup  and  Sandwiches 
Plus  Our  Great  House  Coffee 

Open  Monday  -  Friday,  6:30  am  -  10  pm 
Saturday  &  Sunday,  7  am  -  9  pm 

1351  CHURCH  STREET  AT  CLIPPER 

(415)  824-6601 

Call  Ahead  For  Take-Out 
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the  Cutting  Edge 

At  1000  Cortland  Ave  at  Folsom 

Bernal  Heights’  Only 
Full  Service  Salon 

Precision  Cutting  &  Styling 
^  The  Latest  in  Creative  Coloring 
^  Color  Corrections 
Soft  &  Silky  Perms 
Natural  Manicures  No  A crvlic  Odor 
^  Relaxing  Spa  Pedicure  for  90  minutes 
European  Skin  Care  Therapies 
Facials  &  Glycolic  Acid  Treatments 
Waxing  and  Lash  &  Brow  Tinting 
^  Therapeutic  Body  Work  (Sundays  &  Mondays) 
Relaxation  &  Stress  Reduction 
Acute  &  Chronic  Pain  Relief 
Repetitive  Stress  Injury 
Extensive  Hair,  Skin  &  Nail  product  lines 

Try  us. .  .You’re  Worth  It 

CALL  970-EDGE (3343) 


MY  HAIR  IS  NOT  PERFECT. 


Janet  Moyer  Landscaping 

Design  ¥  Installation 
Maintenance  ?  Renovation 
Decorative  Fixtures  and  Furniture 

Quality  landscaping  located  in  Noe  Valley 

415  821  3760 

LANDSCAPE  CONTRACTOR  LICENSE  7250S0  PEST  CONTROL  LICENSE  21606 


All  that  big  happy  hair  has  nothing  to  do  with  being  a  pro  in  real 
estate.  You  cam  succeed  without  a  good  hairdo.  I  know,  because 
I’m  a  top  producer  at  Pacific  Union.  My  clients  like  my  deals 
better  than  my  hair.  It  just  goes  to  show  that  when  it  comes  to 
buying  a  house,  it’s  a  lot  better  to  skip  the  mousse  and  go  for  the  meat 
and  potatoes. 


My  name  is  Jennifer  Post.  I  specialize  in  helping  people  find  and  buy 
houses,  lofts  and  condominiums  in  San  Francisco’s  hottest  neighbor¬ 
hoods,  like  SOMA,  Potrero  Hill,  Bernal  Heights,  St.  Mary’s  Park,  Noe 
Valley,  Cole  Valley,  Glen  Park,  Upper  Market  and  Castro/Eureka  Valley. 
I’ve  bought  and  sold  houses  all  over  the  City. 

Please  contact  me  if  you’d  like  to  talk  about  your  real  estate  plans,  or  for 
a  free  market  analysis  of  the  property  you  own  now.  Visit  my  web  site  at 
www.jenniferpost.com  to  find  out  more  about  me,  send  an  e-mail  to 
jennifer@jermiferpost.com,  or  call  me  at  415.345.2587. 


JENNIFER  POST  | 
■j|^_  REALTOR 


PACIFIC  UNION 


601  Van  Ness  Avenue,  P.O.  Box  E3-730,  San  Francisco,  CA  94102 


Noe  Valley’s 
Electric  Car  Club 

Continued  from  Previous  Page 

If  you  really  get  stranded — you’re  not 
near  a  station  and  you’re  totally  out  of 
power — GM  and  Honda  will  provide  free 
towing.  Honda  also  gives  its  customers 
coupons  for  free  car  washes. 

And  what  is  all  this  battery-charging 
doing  to  the  PG&E  bills  of  e-car  owners? 
Not  much,  say  the  three  Steves. 

Dibner  and  Braunstein  report  an  al¬ 
most  imperceptible  increase  in  their  bills. 
Oddo  says  his  bill  has  gone  up  maybe  $30 
a  month.  But  the  owners  make  it  a  point  to 
recharge  only  during  off-peak  billing  hours. 

Braunstein  figures  it  costs  him  about 
three  cents  a  mile  to  operate  his  car.  “I 
couldn’t  help  chuckling  the  day  gas  prices 
started  going  up,”  he  says.  (That’s  despite 
the  fact  that,  like  Dibner  and  Oddo,  he 
owns  a  regular,  gas-operated  car,  too.) 

The  Future  of  E-Cars 

Still,  all  three  Steves  are  committed  to 
the  e-car  era.  They’ve  been  fascinated  by 
the  technology  for  over  a  decade.  Ten 
years  ago,  Braunstein  considered  electri¬ 
fying  his  old  VW  Rabbit.  The  plan  went 
by  the  wayside,  but  “I  had  the  bug  in  my 
ear.”  Oddo  actually  planned  to  start  his 
own  conversion  business  a  few  years  ago, 
but  decided  to  drop  the  idea  because  of 
the  expense. 

Dibner  has  a  family  connection  that  has 
given  him  a  unique  insight  into  the  elec¬ 
tric  car  industry.  His  stepfather  is  an  in¬ 
ventor,  who  has  been  working  with  Gen¬ 
eral  Motors  in  Michigan  to  produce  the 
nickel-metal  hydride  battery.  Dibner  says 
that  even  though  GM  was  one  of  the  first 
car  manufacturers  to  come  out  with  an  e- 
car,  the  company  “would  like  the  whole 
thing  to  go  down  the  drain.”  He  claims 
that  GM  has  too  many  links  to  Big  Oil  to 


want  the  e-car  to  succeed. 

Braunstein  points  out  that  the  only  rea¬ 
son  electric  cars  are  on  the  road  at  all  is 
because  the  California  Air  Resources 
Board  mandated  that  by  1998  two  percent 
of  all  cars  sold  in  California  had  to  be 
emission-free.  The  mandate  didn’t  stipu¬ 
late  the  method  manufacturers  had  to  use, 
Braunstein  says,  but  e-cars  were  really  the 
only  solution.  The  Air  Resources  Board 
later  pushed  back  by  five  years  (to  2003) 
the  deadline  for  cleaner  cars,  and  raised 
the  requisite  number  to  1 0  percent,  but  by 
then  the  e-cars  were  already  in  production. 

Honda  produced  300  EV+s  for  Cali¬ 
fornia  last  year,  while  GM  made  about 
600  of  the  EVls.  Toyota,  Nissan,  and 
Chrysler  also  make  e-cars,  but  according 
to  Braunstein,  they  are  only  available  to 
fleet  customers. 

So  what  about  the  future  of  electric  ve¬ 
hicles?  Oddo  says  a  better  battery  will 
make  all  the  difference:  “Batteries  are  the 
single  biggest  obstacle  to  achieving  wide¬ 
spread  acceptance.” 

And  conveniently,  it  looks  as  if  newer, 
longer-lasting  batteries  are  on  the  way. 
Dibner  and  Oddo  note  that  the  1999  GM 
models  of  the  EV1,  due  out  in  a  few 
months,  will  come  equipped  with  an  im¬ 
proved  nickel-metal  battery.  The  new  cars 
should  fully  recharge  in  about  an  hour. 
And,  says  Oddo,  they  will  run  for  120  to 
200  miles  between  charges.  Both  Dibner 
and  Oddo  say  they  plan  to  trade  up  to  the 
’99  model. 

Dibner  and  Braunstein  think  that  an¬ 
other  “logical  next  step”  in  electric  car 
technology  will  be  a  hybrid,  combining 
battery  and  gas-powered  components. 
(Honda  announced  in  late  April  that  it 
would  soon  come  out  with  such  a  hybrid. 
At  the  same  time,  the  car  manufacturer 
said  it  would  be  discontinuing  the  EV+, 
citing  a  lack  of  consumer  response.) 

Whatever  that  next  step  is,  everyone 
agrees  it  has  to  be  better  than  paying 
$1 .77  a  gallon  at  the  pump.  □ 


(^RAFTCARE  HARDWOOD  FLOORg 

Specializing  in  All  Phases 
of  Finished  Wood  Flooring 

Where  Quality  Work  is  Our  Priority! 

Free  Estimates  (415)  826-6330 

Owner:  Brian  McCue 

State  Licence  #576013 
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STORE 

TREK 


By  Jim  Christie 

Storetrek  is  a  regular  feature  of  the 
Voice  introducing  new  shops  and 
businesses  in  the  neighborhood.  This 
month  we  feature  a  homeopathy  office,  an 
international  gift  and  clothing  bazaar,  and 
a  pet  supplies  store  offering  special  ad¬ 
ventures  for  dogs. 

Homeopathy 

1199  Sanchez  St.  (at  25th  Street) 
415-695-8200 

You  might  have  noticed  that  for  the  past 
year  and  a  half  a  small  clinic  has  occu¬ 
pied  the  ground  floor  of  a  comer  building 
at  25th  and  Sanchez  streets.  Then  again, 
perhaps  you  haven’t,  because  the  only 
thing  identifying  it  is  the  word  “Home¬ 
opathy”  stenciled  in  white  in  the  window. 

If  you’re  wondering  what  homeopathy 
is,  Noe  Valley  resident  and  professional 
homeopath  Richard  Pitt  will  be  glad  to 
explain.  “Homeopathy  is  a  system  of 
health  care  that  treats  the  whole  person,” 
says  Pitt.  “Homeopathic  remedies  stimu¬ 
late  the  body’s  own  immune  system  to  re¬ 
spond  to  illness.  Therefore  the  body  cures 
itself.  We  consider  the  functions  of  mind 
and  body  to  be  intimately  connected.  We 
also  try  to  understand  the  underlying  rea¬ 
sons  for  illness.” 

Pitt  hails  from  Bristol,  England,  and  he 
began  practicing  homeopathy  in  1984.  He 
moved  to  San  Francisco  in  1989,  where 
he  helped  start  (and  still  teaches  at)  the 
Pacific  Academy  of  Homeopathy,  which 
offers  two-  and  three-year  professional 
training  programs.  He  is  also  the  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Council  for  Homeopathic  Cer¬ 
tification,  a  national  organization  that  sets 
competency  standards  for  people  practic¬ 
ing  homeopathy  in  North  America. 

At  Homeopathy,  the  initial  consulta¬ 
tion  focuses  on  learning  about  a  client’s 
current  and  past  health  issues  and  getting 
to  know  the  person  in  general,  Pitt  says. 
Then  the  homeopath  concentrates  on  de¬ 
signing  the  proper  remedy. 

The  first  visit  usually  takes  an  hour  and 
a  half,  and  costs  from  $150  to  $210.  Fol¬ 
low-up  appointments,  if  needed,  may  oc¬ 
cur  once  a  month  for  30  to  45  minutes,  at 
a  fee  of  $50  to  $70. 

Pitt  welcomes  calls  from  those  inter¬ 
ested  in  learning  more  about  homeopathy, 
and  he  also  recommends  reading  Dr.  Tim¬ 
othy  Dooley’s  book  Homeopathy:  Be¬ 
yond  Flat  Earth  Medicine  (Timing  Pub¬ 
lications,  1995). 

Also  practicing  at  Homeopathy  are 
Lyn  Farrugia,  C.C.H.,  and  Corey  Wein¬ 
stein,  M.D.  Pitt  and  Farrugia  work  to¬ 
gether.  They  shared  offices  near  Dolores 
Park  for  two  years  before  relocating  to 
Sanchez  Street.  Farrugia  learned  home¬ 
opathy  in  the  Bay  Area  and  also  lives  in 
Noe  Valley.  She  has  been  in  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  since  1989  and  has  been  involved 
in  health  care  for  many  years. 

Dr.  Weinstein  has  a  separate  practice  in 
the  same  office.  He  has  been  providing 
homeopathic  services  in  the  Bay  Area  for 
25  years  and  was  one  of  the  original  prac¬ 
titioners  who  helped  revitalize  homeopa¬ 
thy  in  the  1970s. 

Homeopathy  is  open  "Monday  through 
Friday  from  9  a.m.  to  5:30  p.m.  Richard 
Pitt’s  number  is  695-8200;  Lyn  Farrugia 
is  at  643-4700;  and  Corey  Weinstein  can 
be  reached  at  824-4124. 


Paula  Harris  entices  the  neighborhood’s 
dogs  and  cats  with  mouth-watering  treats  at 
her  Noe  Valley  Pet  Co.  on  Church  Street. 


Noe  Valley  Pet  Company 
and  Dog  Walking  Service 
1451  Church  St.  (at  Cesar  Chavez) 
415-282-7385 

The  neighborhood’s  pooches  were 
barking  for  joy  last  month  as  word  spread 
of  a  new  doggie  hangout  on  Church  Street. 
Noe  Valley  Pet  Company  and  Dog  Walk¬ 
ing  Service  opened  May  1  at  the  comer 
of  Church  and  Cesar  Chavez,  in  the  space 
formerly  occupied  by  Crystal  Market. 

Co-owner  Paula  Harris  says  she’s  seen 
dogs  straining  at  the  leash  to  get  in — the 
aroma  of  treats  must  be  wafting  out  to  the 
sidewalk.  Indeed,  walk  by  the  store  and 
you’re  likely  to  find  dogs  yipping  for  yum- 
mies  (or  at  least  the  owners’  Lab-Dalma- 
tian  mix,  Tessa,  grinning  from  ear  to  ear). 

Harris  and  her  partner,  Celia  Sack, 
used  to  offer  a  dog  walking  service  from 
their  home  in  the  Castro,  but  now  they’ve 
got  the  space  to  operate  a  full-fledged  pet 
supplies  company,  too.  Inside  the  store, 
it’s  bright  and  airy,  with  enough  room  for 
both  people  and  pets  to  maneuver  with¬ 
out  traffic  jams.  “We  really  wanted  a 
country  store  atmosphere,”  says  Harris. 
The  store  has  large  storefront  windows, 
blond  pinewood-style  floors,  open  shelv¬ 
ing,  and  antique  fixtures  with  pet  themes 
(Sack  is  also  an  antique  collector). 

As  for  the  merchandise,  there’s  just 
about  everything  a  dog  or  cat  could  want 
in  the  way  of  toys,  food,  collars,  leashes, 
and  home  furnishings.  (There’s  also  a 
comer  devoted  to  bird  supplies.) 

The  dog  food  is  competitively  priced, 
with  dry  food  ranging  from  about  $6  for 
a  5-pound  bag  to  $31  for  40  pounds. 
Canned  food  is  a  little  over  a  dollar  per 
can.  You’ll  also  find  some  of  the  best- 
known  brands,  like  Nutro-Max,  Nature's 
Recipe,  and  lam’s.  For  a  snack,  the  Dixie 
premium  dog  chew  cigars  are  trotting  out 
the  door,  according  to  Harris. 

The  Rover  and  Snuggle  pet  beds  cost 
$40  to  $120,  depending  on  size  and  ma¬ 
terial,  and  Kennel  Cab  carriers  range 
from  $32  for  small  to  $80  for  large.  Col¬ 
lars  are  $6  to  $8  and  leashes  are  $5  to  $  1 5. 
Specialty  collars  by  PetLa  ($25  to  $45) 
and  the  Australian  firm  Mutz  &  Mogz 
($20  to  $35)  are  quite  popular,  too. 

The  dog  walking  service  is  flourishing, 
but  it  should  really  be  called  a  dog  run¬ 
ning  service,  because  Harris  and  Sack  al¬ 
low  their  charges  to  cavort  off-leash  at 
places  like  Fort  Funston  and  Stem  Grove. 
(Sorry,  they  don’t  offer  neighborhood 
leash  walks.)  The  partners  take  turns  dri¬ 
ving  groups  of  six  or  seven  dogs  for  a  one- 
hour  romp,  at  $  14  per  dog.  The  dogs’  time 
away  from  home  is  two  to  three  hours. 
Harris  and  Sack  are  fully  bonded,  and 
welcome  your  call  or  visit  if  you’re  in¬ 
terested  in  a  social  outing  for  your  pooch. 

Also  coming  up  —  “Treat  Tastings.” 
Every  Thursday,  from  6  to  7:30  p.m.,  a 
gathering  of  canines  will  get  to  try  out  a 
special  featured  treat.  (There  will  be  hu¬ 


man  refreshments,  too,  but  call  to  make 
sure  the  Treat  Tasting  is  on.) 

Noe  Valley  Pet  Company  is  open  Mon¬ 
day  through  Friday  from  10  a.m.  to  8 
p.m.,  Saturday  from  1 0  a.m.  to  6  p.m.,  and 
Sunday  from  10  a.m.  to  5  p.m. 

Cottage  Industry  Underground 
3961  24th  St.  (between  Sanchez 

and  Noe) 

415-206-0704 

As  you  descend  the  steps  to  Cottage 
Industry  Underground,  get  ready  to  be 
overwhelmed.  Exotic  treasures  from  far¬ 
away  lands  are  loaded  into  every  nook 
and  cranny  of  this  almost  hidden  bazaar, 
lying  beneath  1 7  Reasons  on  24th  Street. 
Among  the  nations  represented  are  In¬ 
donesia,  Thailand,  India,  Nepal,  Tibet, 
Burma,  Vietnam,  Guatemala ...  heck,  pull 
out  an  atlas  —  co-owner  Bruno  Guarini 
has  traveled  the  world  to  acquire  mer¬ 
chandise  for  his  new  store. 

Cottage  Industry  Underground  opened 
in  March,  then  closed  for  a  month  while 
Guarini  went  on  a  buying  trip,  then  re¬ 
opened  officially  in  April.  From  the  looks 
of  things  now,  he  won’t  need  to  make  an¬ 
other  journey  any  time  soon. 

Colorful  fabrics  ($8  a  yard),  shirts  and 
vests  (around  $30),  pants  ($24),  scarves 
and  belts  ($17  to  $27),  jewelry,  beads, 
wind  chimes  ($14),  candles,  incense, 
cloth  bags  ($18),  and  Buddha  statuettes 
fill  the  shop’s  narrow  caverns.  And  Guar¬ 
ini  has  added  soothing  music  and  burning 
incense  to  heighten  the  atmosphere.  (You 
might  be  familiar  with  the  shop’s  intimate 
confines — the  space  was  once  occupied 
by  Rumah  Sorga,  and  before  that.  Choco¬ 
late  Covered  sold  goodies  there.) 

Guarini,  a  native  of  Capri,  Italy,  lives 
in  an  apartment  behind  the  store.  His  most 
immediate  former  residence  in  the  U.S. 
was  Florida.  “I  came  back  and  forth  from 
Miami  a  number  of  times,  trying  to  find 
the  best  place  to  settle  in  San  Francisco, 
and  it  turned  out  to  be  Noe  Valley.  It’s  the 


Cottage  Industry  Underground  is  flowing 
with  treasures  from  Central  America,  Asia, 
and  the  Far  East.  Photos  by  Charles  Kennard 


place  that  reminds  me  most  of  Europe.” 

He  is  happy  to  talk  about  his  travels, 
and  invites  questions  about  the  history 
and  origin  of  his  wares.  (Get  him  to  re¬ 
gale  you  with  tales  about  searching  for 
antiquities  on  the  Tibetan  plateau.) 

If  you’d  like  to  meet  his  partner,  Clau¬ 
dio  Barone,  you’ll  have  to  visit  the  orig¬ 
inal  Cottage  Industry  store  at  2326  Fill¬ 
more  St.  And  if  Guarini  jokingly  asks  if 
you’d  like  to  see  his  second  floor,  don’t 
laugh.  A  second  above-ground  shop,  also 
called  Cottage  Industry,  is  going  to  open 
on  24th  Street  in  mid-June.  It  will  be  at 
4068  24th  St.,  in  the  old  Classy  Sweats 
location  across  from  the  post  office. 

“Since  that  shop  has  much  more  space 
and  higher  ceilings,  we’ll  be  able  to  have 
bigger  items  like  lamps  and  furniture,  but 
still  a  lot  of  gift  items,”  says  Guarini. 
“Come  see  the  many  beautiful  things  I 
brought  back  from  India.” 

Cottage  Industry  Underground  is  open 
daily  from  11  a.m.  to  8  p.m. 
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JUNE  1999 


NOW:  HOMEWORK  HELP  is  available 
at  the  Mission  Library  for  grades  K-8. 
Call  695-5090  to  set  up  a  weekly 
appointment  with  a  volunteer  tutor. 

JUNE  1,  8  &  29:  Kids  3  to  5  attend 
STORY  TIME  at  the  Noe  Valley  Library. 

10  am.  451  Jersey  St.  695-5095. 

JUNE  1-20:  The  EDGE  FESTIVAL 
1999,  hosted  by  Dancers'  Group,  is  a 
showcase  of  Bay  Area  choreography. 
Dancers’  Group  Studio  Theater,  3221 
22nd  St.  Call  824-5044  for  schedule. 

JUNE  1-29:  The  30th  Street  Senior 
Center  hosts  Tuesday  Latin,  swing,  and 
ballroom  DANCE  classes  for  all  levels.  2 
pm.  Room  325, 225  30th  St.  550-2221. 

JUNE  2,  9, 16,  23  &  30:  FAMILY 
GAME  NIGHTS  at  the  Bernal  Library 
include  Trivial  Pursuit,  Yahtzee,  Boggle, 
and  Scrabble  in  English  and  Spanish.  6- 
8:30  pm.  500  Cortland  Ave.  695-5160. 

JUNE  2,  9,  23  &  30:  The  Noe  Valley 
Library  hosts  LAPSITS  for  infants,  tod¬ 
dlers,  and  their  parents  beginning  at  7 
pm.  451  Jersey  St.  695-5095. 

JUNE  3:  BACK  SCHOOL  at  St.  Luke's 
Hospital  teaches  ways  to  protect  your 
back.  3-5  pm.  3555  Cesar  Chavez  St. 
Register  at  641-6465. 

JUNE  3:  Video  documentaries,  such  as 
“HUMAN  RIGHTS  Violations  in  the 
U.S.A.,”  will  be  screened  by  Food  Not 
Bombs,  Amnesty  International,  the  IWW, 
and  the  Video  Activist  Network.  8  pm. 
992  Valencia  St.  675-9928. 

JUNE  3-26:  "Selections:  ARTWORK 
by  21  Open  Studios  Artists"  holds  an 
opening  reception  June  3  from  6  to  9 
pm.  Gallery  hours,  Mon.  and  Wed., 
noon  to  5  pm.  Capella  Event  Center, 
27014th  St.  861-9838. 


JUNE  4:  “ZOOFEST  for  Kids!"  offers  a 
chance  for  behind-the-scenes  visits 
with  animals,  plus  free  Safari  train  and 
carousel  rides.  6:30—8:30  pm.  San 
Francisco  Zoo.  753-7165. 

JUNE  4:  Bay  Area  pianist/composer 
and  former  philosophy  teacher  Paul  * 
Herder  performs  PHILOSOPHICAL 
JAZZ.  8  pm.  Noe  Valley  Ministry,  1021 
Sanchez  St.  282-2317. 

JUNE  4-6:  The  California  AIDS  Ride 
from  San  Francisco  to' Los  Angeles 
needs  volunteers  to  register  cyclists. 

Call  Abby  Daniels  at  908-0400,  ext. 

410,  or  e-mail  aidsrides@aol.com. 

JUNE  5:  The  NEIGHBORHOOD  PARKS 
Caucus  features  experts  from  other 
cities  offering  strategies  on  rescuing 
and  restoring  parks.  9  am-3:30  pm. 
Delancey  Street  Foundation  Town  Hall, 
600  the  Embarcadero.  538-1790 

JUNE  5:  Registration  for  the  summer 
session  at  the  SHARON  ART  STUDIO 
runs  from  10  am  to  2  pm.  Golden  Gate 
Park,  next  to  the  children's  playground. 
For  a  brochure:  753-7004. 

JUNE  5:  Amy  Faust  and  Shahasp 
Designs  present  a  STUDIO  SALE  of 
handmade  silver,  onyx,  pearl,  and  bottle 
glass  jewelry.  11  am-5  pm.  237  30th 
St.  near  Dolores.  920-9439. 

JUNE  5:  S.F.  City  Chorus  performs  a 
FREE  POPS  CONCERT  at  the  Golden 
Gate  Park  Bandshell.  2  pm.  765-SONG. 

JUNE  5:  Marcia  Muller  and  Bill 
Pronzini  sign  their  new  MYSTERIES,  A 
Walk  Through  Fire  and  Nothing  But  the 
Night,  from  2  to  3  pm;  Bill  Moody  signs 
his  fourth  Evan  Horn  adventure  from 
2:30  to  3  pm.  San  Francisco  Mystery 
Bookstore,  4175  24th  St.  282-7444. 


JUNE  5:  OLIVER  DICICCO  and  his 
ensemble  Mobius  Operandi  play  com¬ 
posed  and  improvised  works  on  original 
musical  instruments.  8:15  pm.  Noe  Val¬ 
ley  Music  Series  at  the  Noe  Valley  Min¬ 
istry,  1021  Sanchez  St.  454-5238. 

JUNE  5, 12  &  19:  “Satire  and  Spoken 
WORD  VOODOO”  features  local  writers 
and  performers.  8  pm.  The  Marsh,  1074 
Valencia  St.  826-5750,  ext.  2. 


Norman  Rutherford  and  Marintha 
Tewksbury  will  present  the  evening- 
length  "Brittle"  on  June  3  to  6,  at  the 
Dancers’  Group  Studio  Theater. 


JUNE  5, 12, 19  &  26:  An  “Introduc¬ 
tion  to  TIBETAN  BUDDHIST  Meditation" 
begins  at  9  am  on  Saturdays.  Tse  Chen 
Ling  Center,  4  Joost  Ave.  339-8002. 

JUNE  6:  The  SPCA’s  ANIMAL 
WINGDING  '99  is  a  street  fair  for  people 
and  pets,  with  four  blocks  of  games, 
music,  food,  and  a  Pet  Star  Search.  9 
am-4  pm.  2500 16th  St.  554-3058. 


JUNE  6:  Joan,  Ava,  and  Friends  per¬ 
form  a  CHAMBER  MUSIC  recital,  fea¬ 
turing  Schubert’s  Trout  Quintet,  Wayne 
Wallace's  Dance  Variations,  and  works 
by  Lutoslowski  and  Britten.  7  pm. 

Music  on  the  Hill  at  St.  Kevin’s  Church, 
704  Cortland  Ave.  241-1515. 

JUNE  7-30:  La  Cultura  Cura  offers 
“Taller  de  Teatro,”  ACTING  WORK¬ 
SHOPS,  for  youth  every  Monday  and 
Wednesday  from  4  to  5:30  pm.  Mission 
Rec  Center,  745  Treat  St.  647-5450. 

JUNE  8:  Preschoolers  are  invited  to 
STORY  TIME  at  10  am,  followed  by  a 
video  program  at  10:30  am,  featuring 
The  Cow  Who  Fell  into  the  Canal, 
Musical  Max,  and  The  Great  White 
Man-Eating  Shark.  Glen  Park  Library, 
653  Chenery  St.  337-4740. 

JUNE  8:  Keane’s  POETRY  at  the  33 
Series  features  Paul  Watsky  reading 
from  his  work.  An  open  mike  follows.  7 
pm.  3300  Mission  St.  826-6886. 

JUNE  9:  Explore  volunteer  opportuni¬ 
ties  and  MONEY-MAKING  SCHEMES  at 
"Don’t  Get  Bored,”  a  summer  program 
for  teens.  3:30  pm.  Glen  Park  Library, 
653  Chenery,  337-4740. 

JUNE  9:  In  conjunction  with  the 
“Y2K/Youth  2000"  exhibit  at  Southern 
Exposure  Gallery,  “F’Sheezy,"  a  spoken 
word  and  dance  event  with  “a  sucka-free 
mix  of  young  turntablists  and  MCs,"  runs 
6  to  9  pm.  401  Alabama  St.  863-2141 . 

JUNE  10:  The  FRIENDS  of  Noe  Valley’s 
monthly  meeting  features  Carol  Badran 
of  the  Public  Health  Department 
explaining  the  “Transitions"  socializa¬ 
tion  skills  program  for  fifth-graders,  and 
A.  Soto  from  the  Pacific  Center  for  Vio¬ 
lence  Prevention.  7:45  pm.  Noe  Valley 
Library,  451  Jersey  St.  285-8016. 


JUNE  11:  Dante  de  Tablan  performs  In 
This  Very  Room,  songs  to  celebrate 
PHILIPPINE  Independence  Day  and  Gay 
Pride  month.  8  pm.  Community  Music 
Center,  544  Capp  St.  647-6015. 

JUNE  12:  A  Dominican  Guild  GARAGE 
SALE  benefits  the  Dominican  Sisters. 

10  am-5  pm.  ICA  Cafeteria,  24th  Street 
at  Guerrero. 

JUNE  12  &  13:  The  23rd  annual  free 
FOLK  FESTIVAL  features  songwriter 
Steve  Seskin,  plus  dance,  crafts,  and 
refreshments.  Sat.,  noon-11  pm;  Sun., 
noon— 10:30  pm.  Roosevelt  School,  460 
Arguello  St.  (510)  287-9095. 

JUNE  13:  PAWS  (Pets  Are  Wonderful 
Support)  holds  its  Doggone  Fun  Run  in 
Golden  Gate  Park,  a  fundraising  5K  run 
or  walk  with  your  pooch.  9  am-noon. 
Speedway  Meadow.  Register  241-1460. 

JUNE  13:  Tse  Chen  Ling  Center  offers 
"BUDDHA  FOR  CHILDREN,”  with  sto¬ 
ries,  guided  imagery,  and  simple  medi¬ 
tation.  1 1  am.  4  Joost  Ave.  339-8002. 

JUNE  13:  RICHARD  BARRE  signs  his 
fourth  Will  Hardesty  mystery.  2  to  3  pm. 
San  Francisco  Mystery  Bookstore,  4175 
24th  St.  282-7444. 


ErEFoRE 


Matrix  Highlights. 
Sheer.  Sensual. 
Seductive. 

Day  or  night. 
Instant  attitude. 
Call 

for  your  exclusive 
salon  highlighting 
appointment. 


X 


Danu  Kair  Design 


643-4405  •  1478 A  Church  St.  /  27th 

Hair  Cut  includes  Aveda  Scalp  Treatment  $35. 
Full  Hi  Lights  start  at  $85. 

All  our  color  care  products  are  50%  off  at  time  of  coloring 


Looking  for  a  Good  Reason 
To  Go  To  Church  Every  Day? 


1484  CHURCH  Street  @  27th 

San  Francisco 

(415)  206-9411 

"Where  Sundae  Service  is  Always  in  Session" 

Opening  June  1999 

Featuring 

Double  Rainbow  Ice  Cream 

"The  Official  Ice  Cream  of  San  Francisco" 
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CALENDAR 


JUNE  13:  Come  hear  the  Golden  Gate 
BOYS  CHOIR,  ages  7  to  18,  sing  and 
ring  choir  bells  at  a  free  concert  at  St. 
Paul’s  Church.  6:30  pm.  Church  &  29th. 
For  audition  info,  call  431-1137. 

JUNE  14:  The  Golden  Gate  MEN’S 
CHORUS  performs  a  choral  concert, 
"Now  We  Sing  the  City,”  at  the  City  Hall 
Rotunda.  7  pm.  1  Dr.  Carlton  B.  Goodlet 
Place.  626-2883. 

JUNE  14:  Help  choose  new  play¬ 
ground  equipment  for  DOUGLASS 
PARK  at  a  community  meeting  spon¬ 
sored  by  the  city's  Recreation  and  Park 
Department.  6:45  pm.  The  clubhouse  at 
Douglass  &  26th.  Krista  Keegan  (of  the 
Noe  Valley  Neighborhood  Parks 
Improvement  Association),  550-9050. 

JUNE  16:  Make  a  FRIENDSHIP  brace¬ 
let  for  a  friend  at  the  Mission  Library. 
3:30  pm.  300  Bartlett  St.  695-5090. 

JUNE  17:  The  Trip  Trap  Troupe  per¬ 
forms  a  PUPPET  SHOW.  10  &  11  am. 
Mission  Branch  Library,  300  Bartlett  St. 
Limited  space;  call  695-5090. 

JUNE  17:  Rosy  Rosebud  the  CLOWN 
performs  at  the  Bernal  Branch  Library  at 
3  pm.  500  Cortland  Ave.  695-5160. 


AFTER 


JUNE  17-27:  Frameline  presents  the 
1999  Lesbian  &  Gay  Film  Festival,  fea¬ 
turing  “The  Color  of  Sex,"  a  program  of 
films  and  panel  discussions  on  race  and 
sexuality.  At  the  Castro,  Victoria,  and 
Roxie  theaters.  See  www.frameline.org 
or  call  703-8663  for  complete  schedule. 

JUNE  18:  A  MASK-MAKING  workshop 
led  by  Nikki  Ausschnitt  for  ages  6  and 
older  begins  at  2  pm.  Mission  Branch 
Library,  300  Bartlett  St.  695-5090. 

JUNE  19:  In  “The  ABCs  of  Writing 
CHILDREN’S  BOOKS,"  Alison  Inches 
shares  tips  and  insights.  10  am-4  pm. 
The  Writing  Salon,  642-9793. 

JUNE  19-AUG.1:  Noe  Valley  artist 
MARK  ZIEMANN  exhibits  his  work  at 
Cafe  J.  He  will  draw  free  caricature  por¬ 
traits  of  kids  on  June  19  from  1  to  3  pm; 
reception  follows  on  June  20, 5  to  7:30 
pm.  1708  Church  St.  643-0234. 

JUNE  19:  The  Owo  Ache  DANCE  Com¬ 
pany  performs  music,  dance,  and  per¬ 
cussion  of  Yoruba,  Bantu,  and  Haitian 
origins.  8  pm.  Dance  Mission,  3316 
24th  St.  826-4441. 

JUNE  19:  Merle  “Ian  Shoales”  Kessler 
and  J.  Raoul  Brody  host  "An  Evening  of 
SONG,”  20  performers  interpreting  the 
theme  "Weather ...  or  Not,”  in  tunes  of 
4  minutes  or  less.  8:15  pm.  Noe  Valley 
Music  Series  at  the  Noe  Valley  Ministry, 
1021  Sanchez  St.  454-5238. 

JUNE  20:  FATHER'S  DAY  was  first 
suggested  by  a  Mrs.  Dodd  in  1909,  in 
honor  of  her  own  father,  who  single- 
handedly  raised  six  children  after  his 
wife  died.  In  1966  Lyndon  Johnson 
signed  a  proclamation  creating  the  holi¬ 
day  on  the  third  Sunday  in  June. 


JUNE  20:  MAKE*A*CIRCUS’  Opening 
Day  in  the  Park  celebrates  the  25th  sea¬ 
son  of  the  troupe.  1 :30  pm.  Sharon 
Meadow,  Golden  Gate  Park.  242-1414. 

JUNE  22:  FILMS  for  preschool  chil¬ 
dren  are  screened  at  10  and  11  am.  Noe 
Valley  Library,  451  Jersey  St.  695-5095. 

JUNE  22:  Learn  about  BATS  from  the 
Bat  Lady  herself,  Patricia  Winters;  chil¬ 
dren  3  and  older.  10:30  am.  Eureka  Val¬ 
ley  Library,  3555 16th  St.  554-9445. 


The  Swedish  romantic  film  Show  Me 
Love,  winner  of  the  “Teddy  Bear" 
award  for  Best  Feature  at  the  Berlin 
Film  Festival,  will  close  the  S.F.  Les¬ 
bian  &  Gay  Film  Festival  June  17  to  27. 


JUNE  22-JULY  31:  Sharon  Virtue 
exhibits  CERAMIC  TREATS  and  two- 
dimensional  desserts  in  “Scrum-Did- 
dley-Umptious.”  17  Reasons  Store  and 
Gallery,  3961  24th  St.  206-1717. 

JUNE  24:  At  its  monthly  meeting, 
UPPER  NOE  NEIGHBORS  will  tackle 
such  issues  as  neighborhood  safety, 
park  renovation,  and  new  stores  on 
Church  Street.  7:30  pm.  Upper  Noe  Rec 
Center,  Day  &  Sanchez.  285-0473. 


JUNE  24:  The  CESAR  CHAVEZ  Neigh¬ 
borhood  Association  (CCNA)  will  meet 
to  discuss  traffic  and  parking  problems 
along  Cesar  Chavez  Street  west  of 
Valencia.  7:30  pm.  First  Church  of  God, 
3728  Cesar  Chavez  St.  285-0473. 

JUNE  24:  A  summer  SOLSTICE  PARTY 
given  by  the  Scottish  Country  Dancers 
features  lively  jigs  and  reels.  7:45-10 
pm.  Noe  Valley  Ministry,  1021  Sanchez 
St.  Call  841-9456  for  class  schedule. 

JUNE  25  &  26:  New  student  REGIS¬ 
TRATION  for  summer  music  classes 
occurs  Friday  from  3  to  7  pm,  and  Sat¬ 
urday  from  10  am  to  1  pm.  Community 
Music  Center,  544  Capp  St.  647-6015. 

JUNE  26:  The  Older  Women’s  League 
(OWL)  features  a  discussion  of  long¬ 
term  care  insurance  at  its  MONTHLY 
MEETING.  10:30  am-12:30  pm.  Phone 
989-4422  for  location. 

JUNE  26:  Noe  Valley  HISTORY  DAY, 
sponsored  by  the  East  &  West  of  Castro 
Club  and  the  Friends  of  Noe  Valley, 
includes  meetings  with  longtime  resi¬ 
dents,  memorabilia,  music  by  Bruce 
Sherman  (1:30  pm),  magic  by  the  Fly¬ 
ing  Calamari  Brothers  (2:30  pm),  and 
films.  1-5  pm.  Noe  Valley  Library,  451 
Jersey  St.  647-3753  or  695-5095. 

JUNE  26:  Harlen  Coben  signs  his  new 
MYSTERY,  The  Final  Detail,  and  Dennis 
Lehane  discusses  Prayers  for  Rain.  2  to 
4  pm.  San  Francisco  Mystery  Book¬ 
store,  41 75  24th  St.  282-7444. 

JUNE  26-27:  Attend  the  city's  annual 
Gay  Pride  PARADE  and  celebration.  Call 
864-FREE  for  info  and  to  volunteer. 


Let  Your  Flags 
Fly  in  July 

The  next  issue  of  the  Noe  Valley 
Voice  will  hit  the  streets  on  July 
1,  and  will  cover  calendar  events 
for  both  July  and  August.  (We’re 
on  vacation  until  mid-August,  when 
we’ll  start  revving  up  the  Septem¬ 
ber  issue.)  We'd  appreciate  your 
sending  us  any  calendar  or  news 
items  by  June  1 5. 

Please  mail  your  notices  to  the 
Noe  Valley  Voice  Calendar,  1021 
Sanchez  St.,  San  Francisco,  CA 
94114.  Or  you  can  e-mail  short 
items  to  jaxvoice@aol.com. 

For  calendar  changes  or  questions, 
call  Karol  at  285-6347.  Thanks  for 
keeping  us  up  to  date.  □ 


JUNE  27:  The  Cactus  Club  Killings  is 
Nathan  Walpow’s  first  in  a  series  of 
BOTANICAL  MYSTERIES.  2-3  pm.  San 
Francisco  Mystery  Bookstore,  41 75 
24th  St.  282-7444. 

JUNE  29:  NANCY  KEANE  reads  her 
poetry  at  7  pm;  open  mike  follows. 
Keane’s,  3300  Mission  St.  826-6886. 

JUNE  30:  Paul  Levinson's  DIGITAL 
MCLUHAN explains  the  prophetic  theo¬ 
ries  of  early  “media  guru”  Marshall 
McLuhan.  7:30  pm.  Modern  Times 
Bookstore,  888  Valencia  St.  282-9246. 

JULY  3:  BOX  SET  DUO’s  concert  cele¬ 
brates  the  release  of  a  CD  recorded  at 
the  Ministry  last  April.  8:15  pm.  Noe 
Valley  Music  Series  at  the  Noe  Valley 
Ministry,  1021  Sanchez  St.  454-5238. 


umnx 


Largest  Selection  of  Film  Titles  in  Noe  Valley 


i 


Laser  Discs 
Movie  Sales 
Foreign  Films 
Blank  Tapes 
DVD 


•  Movies  for  Kids 

•  Playstation 

>  Music  Videos 
1  Adult  Films 


Check  out  our  monthly  99c  Rental  Specials 

SEE  HITS  IN  JUNE  LIKE: 

•  Psycho  •  Gods  and  Monsters  • 

•  A  Simple  Plan  • 

•  The  Mighty  •  Little  Voice  • 

•  Dancing  at  Luhnasa  • 

•  Enemy  of  the  State  • 

Open  10:00  — 10:00  pm  Monday  —  Thursday 
10:00  - 11 :00  pm  Friday  -  Saturday 
Noon  -  9:00  pm  Sunday 

Movie  Night  Drop 

Now  Rent  5 
non-new  movies 
for  5  nights  for 
only  $5! 


1201  Church  St. 

(AT  24TH  STREET) 

648-0300 


The  Opening  of  a  New  School  in 
Our  Community  is  a  Source  of 
Pride  &  Joy  for  Us  All! 
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The  People  and  Friends  of  St.  Paul's  Parish  ^ 
invite  you  to  join  your  friends  and  neighbors  yu  Noe  Valley 
as  we  celebrate  the  Dedication  and  Blessing  of  the  New 

St.  Paul's  Elementary  School 

at  29th  &  Church 

Sunday,  June  6, 1999  •  12:15  pm 

The  celebration  begins  with  a  Service  at  St.  Paul's  Church 
Archbishop  William  Levada  of  San  Francisco  presiding 

Open  House  and  Reception  to  follow 

St.  Paul's  Church 
221  Valley  Street  at  Church  Street 
(415)  648-7538 


■■■■MM  I  ■  ■  ■  ■ 
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NOE  VALLEY 
PET  CO. 


JUMP  FOR  JOY! 


NOE  VALLEY  PET  COMPANY  AND  DOG  WALKING  SERVICE 


PET  SUPPLIES  FOR  EVERY  NEED 


1 45 1  Church  Street 
(corner  of  Cesar  Chavez) 


Phone:  4 1 5.282.7385 
Fax:  4 1 5.282.43 1 9 


^Thgflnimqi 

Pets  tor  your  enjoyment, 
supplies  for  their  needs 

647-8755 

Easy  Parking  •  VISA  •  MasterCard 

4298  24th  Street  at  Douglass 
San  Francisco,  CA  94114 


Golden  Gate  Boys  Choir 

Spring  Concert 

The  Golden  Gate 

Boys  Choir  and  Bellringers  (GGBC) 
will  present  their 
Annual  Spring  Concert 
on  Sunday,  June  13th 
at  7:00  p.m. 

at  the  beautiful  St.  Paul's  Church 
at  Church  and  29th  Street 
in  San  Francisco's  Noe  Valley. 

The  boys  will  present 
Randall  Thompson's 
"Ode  to  the  Virginian  Voyage" 

(in  choir,  organ,  piano,  and  percussion), 
folk  songs  from  Russia,  Australia, 
Scandinavia,  and  the  United  States, 
and  sacred  music  and  chant. 

Tickets  are  $12  for  adults  and  $6 
for  children  under  12  and  seniors. 

Tickets  may  be  obtained  by  calling 

(415)  431-1137 


DOC  TRAINING 


One-on-one  lessons 
in  the  doa’s  own  environment 
(homeJor  business) 


PO.BOX  ZW64-5AN  FMNCIJCO  SflZf 


‘Psychotherapy. . . 

a  safe  pface  to  eqrCore  painfuf  memories,  retationsfiip  difficuCties, 
b  Cocked  creativity,  seCf-defeatirtg  befmvior,  fears  and  aspirations. 
The  goafs:  insight,  befmvior  cfmnge,  seCf-actuadzation. 


Cefia  H(pse6ury  LwfitfiU,  fWj? 

(MFCC  #27325) 


(415)  239-1315  Affordable  sliding  scale 

23rd  near  Church,  in  Noe  Valley,  S.F.  •  Morning,  evening,  weekend  appointments 


TROPICAL  ISLAND 
PET  SHOP 


Specializing  in: 

Fresh  and  Salt-Water  Fish/Reef 
Reptiles  and  Amphibians 
Maintenance  and  Set-Up  Services 


We  Cany: 

•  Glass  &  Plexiglas  Thnks 

•  Reptile  Cages 

•  Basic  to  Hi-Tech  Filtrations 

•  Dried  and  Frozen  Fish  Foods 

•  Dog,  Cat,  Bird,  and  Rodent  Foods 

•  Many  More  Supplies  in  Stock 

•  Lowest  Everyday  Price  Guaranteed 

•  Special  Orders  &  Free  Delivery 

Monday  -  Saturday  10  a.m.  -  8  p.m. 
Sunday  10  a.m.  -  6  p.m. 

4190  24th  Street 

(near  Diamond  Street) 

San  Francisco,  CA  941 14 

(415)  647-7789 


:  SALTWATER  j 

i  FISH  I 

& 

|  INVERTEBRATESj 

j  Buy  2  get  1  free ; 

|  Of  equal  or  lesser  J 
value 

i _ i 


FRESHWATER 

FISH 

Buy  1  get  1  free 

Some  exceptions  apply 


All 

Oog  &  Cat 

SUPPLIES 

AND  TOYS 

20%  off 


Carol  Robinson ,  EA 

Members:  National 
Association  of  Enrolled 
Agents 


•Individual  »Tax  Planning 

•Business  Returns  •Prior  Year  Returns 
•Electronic  Filing  • Out-of-State  Returns 


Call  for  an  appointment  TODAY! 

300  Vicksburg  Street  #1,  SF  821-3200 

(corner  of  24th  near  Church  St.)  Notary  Public  Service 


Please  Remember  to  Recycle  all  your  RECYCLE  ! 


glass,  aluminum,  and  plastic  beverage  containers  * 

*Note:  Colored  glass  and  plastic  bottles  are  accepted.  You  do  not  need  to  remove  labels. 

UPS  TO  REDUCE.  REUSE  and  RECYCLE 

REDUCE  the  number  of  single-serving  beverage  containers  you  purchase 
by  mixing  your  own  drinks  at  home  (ie.  iced  tea  or  juice), 
or  by  buying  larger  beverage  containers. 

REUSE  your  single-serving  bottles  whenever  possible  by  refilling  them.  San  Fnyirisco 
Refilling  bottles  will  save  you  money  (eg.  $1.00/bottle  x  5  bottles  RECYCLING 
/  week  X  52  weeks/year  =  $260/year).  B— 

wwwsfrecycle.org 

RECYCLE  the  bottles  you  cannot  reuse.  Buy  recyclable  bottles  and  jugs.  554-RECYcle 

699 
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Around 
The  Realms 
The  Rested 
Readers 
Roamed 

The  photo  at  right  shows  (left  to  right) 
Georgia  Finnigan,  Harry  Stern,  and  Cecile 
Lozano  in  front  of  the  famed  Eiffel  Tower 
displaying  their  hometown  rag.  Georgia  and 
Cecile,  former  chairs  of  Friends  of  Noe 
Valley,  were  visiting  Harry,  who  edits  the 
Friends  newsletter  when  he’s  not  in  Paris. 


Before  Harry’s  departure,  Georgia  and  Cecile  procured  a  copy  of  Le  Figaro  and  posed  at  a 
local  landmark  spot. 


•  VW  REPAIR  •  VW  REPAIR  •  VW  REPAIR  •  VW  REPAIR 
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Volkswagen  Repair 

Tassi,  Inc. 

Specializing  in  Repair  and  Parts  for  VWs 

Large  Inventory  on  Hand  to  Expedite  Repair 
Machine  Shop  Service 

We  Would  Love  to  Work  on  Your  Newer  VW 
We  Can  Offer  Better  Rates  on  Labor  and  Parts 

Located  at  55  Reiner  Street,  Colma 

IV2  Blocks  from  the  Colma  Bart 

Hours:  8:30  -  6:30  Tuesday  -  Saturday 

For  Service,  Appointments,  &  Parts: 

(650)  755-1355 


<5 MB  A 


■iO'i.mm* 


At  a  family  reunion  in  London,  Bob  and  Jean  Rocchio  of  Glen  Park  managed  to  keep  their 
copy  of  the  Voice  out  of  the  fish  ’n’  chips.  Joining  them  were  their  son  Rob  and  grandson 
Jeremy,  from  Gothenburg,  Sweden;  their  daughter  Britt,  from  Ventura,  California;  and 
future  son-in-law  Dennis  Menendez,  from  San  Francisco. 


Loyal  Voice  reader  Ali  Keshavarz,  a  Noe  Valley  resident  and  co-owner  of  Peasant  Pies  on 
24th  Street,  visited  his  original  hometown  of  Mashad,  Iran,  after  being  away  for  19  years. 


•  VW  REPAIR  •  VW  REPAIR  •  VW  REPAIR  •  VW  REPAIR  • 


Ready  to  meet  your 
real  estate  needs! 


coLouieu. 

BANKER  □ 


Expect  the  best. 


It  takes  more  than  a  sign  to  sell  your  home. 

I  offer  you  the  knowledge  and  experience  needed  in  today's 
active  market  —  plus  local,  nationwide,  and  international 
marketing.  Call  me  today  to  learn  more. 

#1  Sales  Agent,  1997, 

SF  Lakeside  Office 
International  President's  Elite 

(jfjetty  .'/aisch,  CRS  -  LTG 

Certified  Residential  Specialist 
Real  Estate  Broker  Associate 

11-year  Noe  Valley  Resident 

2633  Ocean  Avenue  •  San  Francisco,  CA 

(415)  338-0121 

betty@taisch.  com 


VW  REPAIR  •  VW  REPAIR  •  VW  REPAIR  .  VW  REPAIR  .  VW  REPAIR  •  VW  REPAIR  .  VW  . 


28  The  Noe  Valley  Voice  •  June  1999 


BENDIX  BRAKE  SERVICE..PADS  &  SHOES 


INCLUDES: 

•FREE  BRAKE  INSPECTION 
•FREE  SAFETY  CHECK 

•  Apply  special 
anti-squeak  treatment 
on  pads 

•  Repack  wheel  bearing 


with  high  temp  grease 

•  Adjust  parking  brake 

•  Refill  system  with  DOT 
3  brake  fluid 

•  Install  new  Bendix 
quality  pad  or  heavy 
duty  shoes 


■  Inspect  master  v 
cylinder,  wheel 
cylinder,  hoses  and'  jf 
caliper 

■  Brake  performance  -Ji  . 


road  test 
>  Deglaze  drums  or  rotor 


Pads  &  Shoes  nv 
GUARANTEED  FOR  LIFE! 

FROM 

*35“’ 


Turn  Drums  &  Rotors  &  Metallic  Pads  Extra 


CLUTCH  SPECIAL 


Front  wheel  Drive  Included 

New  Factory  Parts  for  Imports  &  Domestics  (not  rebuilt) 
FREE  Lifetime  Service  Adjustments 


FRONT  OR  REAR 


Start  From 


GUARANTEED 

3  yr,  30,000  mi.  on  Parts  1  yr,  1 2,000  mi.  on  Labor 


Pressure  plate 
Clutch  disc 
Throw  out  beating 
Pilot  bearing  t 
Deglaze  flywheel 


•  Inspect  &  lubricate  cover 

•  Check  hydraulic  system 

•  Check  front  axle  &  drive  shaft 

•  Adjust  linkage  or  cable 

•  Check  transmission  fluid  level 


TIMING  BELT  EUROPEAN  Mi 


Hidden  behind  a  cover  you  can’t  see  your  timing  belt.  If  you  have  60,000  miles 
or  more  on  your  original  timing  belt,  you’re  driving  on  borrowed  time.  If  your 
timing  belt  breaks,  it  may  cause  costly  engine  damage.  start  From 

Includes:  •  Inspect  front  Oil  Seals  6. 8  cylinders, 

•  We  will  install  a  new  •  Inspect  Fan  Belts  Power  Steering, 

timing  belt  •  Check  Ignition  Timing  Air  Conditioning  _ 

•  Cars  &  Light  Trucks  cost  extra  w  tw  voT quote  I  fil  nv 


Start  From 

$19Q 

odels,  ■  M 


95 


3,000  MILE  SERVICE  NV 


*15 


95 


SCHEDULED  MAINTENANCE  SERVICE 


15,000  45,000  75,000  105,000  NV 

$9995* 


LUBE,  OIL  &  FILTER 

•  Drain  Oil  &  Refill  Up  To  5  Qts  of 
Penzoil  or  Kendall  (1 0-30  Wt) 

•  Install  New  Purolator  Oil  Filter 

LUBE  CHASSIS 

•  Check  Fluids  as  Needed  •  Transmis¬ 
sion,  Cooling  System,  Anti-Freeze 

8,  Windshield  Washer,  Battery  Water, 
Brake  Fluids  •  Check  Air  Filter,  Belts  & 
Hoses  •  Rotate  Tires  Upon  Request 

•  Safety  Check 


Moa  cars  &  Light  trucks  Waste  disposal  lee  included 


Cars& 
light  trucks 


Fuel  Inj,  valve  adj. 
extra  if  required 


NV 


most  4-cyl  cars,  Lt  trucks 

Install  New  Bosch  Nippondenso  Spark  Plugs  •  Install  New  Air 
Filter  •  Install  New  Fuel  Filter  •  Install  PCV  Valve*  •  Install  New 
Cranckcase  Filter*  •  Install  New  Oil  Filter  •  Change  Oil  Up  to  5 
Qts.  of  Penzoil  or  Kendall  •  Check  &  Top  Off  Ruids  as  Need 
ed  •  Transmission,  Trans  Axle,  Clutch  Hydraulic,  Differ¬ 
ential,  Power  Steering.  Cooling  System  Anti-Freeze,  Battery, 

Brake  Ruids  •  Set  Carburetor  Idle  it  Required  •  Adjust  Drive 
Belts  Tension  if  Required  •  Adjust  Steenng  Gear  Box  if 
Required  •  Inspect  Drive-Fan  Belts  &  Hoses  •  Inspect  & 

Adjust  Brakes*  •  Inspect  Steering  &  Suspension  •  Inspect 
Exhaust  System  •  Inspect  Under  Carriage  •  Check  &  Adjust 
Clutch  Free  Play*  •  Check  Charging  System  •  Check  Starting 
System  •  Rotate  Tires  Upon  Request*  •  Check  Tire  Pressure 
Check  Lights*  Road  Test 

*  *  6-cyl.  fuel  injection  platinum  plugs  4x4  extra.  Some  models  require  value  adjustments  to  complete  service  at  extra  cost 


FAST  QUALITY  SERVICE  AT  LOW,  LOW  PRICES! 

New  State  of  the  Art  Equipment  •  16  Lifts  for  Fast  Service  •  We’ll  Beat  Any  Competitor's  Written  Price! 


431-3700 

740  VALENCIA  ST.  (Between  18th  &  19th,  Near  BART  &  MUNI) 
Mon.-Fri.  7:30am-7:30pm  •  Sat.  8am-7pm 

SECS 

*We  do  not  pay  our  service  writers  or  auto  technicians  commissions.  Often,  additional  parts  or  labor  may  be  needed  to  complete  repair  properly. 
Cost  may  be  substantial.  We  perform  the  highest  quality  service  at  the  lowest  possible  price.  Must  present  each  coupon  when  service 
order  is  written.  NO  EXCEPTIONS!  These  coupons  may  not  be  combined  with  any  of  our  other  offers. 


DISCOUNT 


BRAKE  &  CLUTCH 


“  Best  Brake  &  Clutch  in  Town  Since  1982” 


Eureka  Yoga  College  of  India 

301  Eureka  Street  (at  20th)  •  (415)  648-2215 

TOTAL  CARE  FOR  THE  MIND,  BODY,  AND  SOUL 

Bikram  Yoga:  the  hottest  workout  in  town,  with  certified  teachers 
Gentle  Yoga  for  those  with  pain  or  new  to  exercise 
Acupuncture  and  Massage  for  chronic  pain  and  balancing 
Prenatal  Yoga  Classes  •  Gentle  Bikram  Yoga  for  Women 


PAPER 


Discount  Prices  Outlet  Store 

All  Counter  Cards  50%  Off 
Year  Round! 

UP  TO  70%  OFF! 

Gift  Bags  •  Party  Goods  •  Favors  •  Balloons 
Ribbons  •  Pinatas  •  Decorations  •  Frames  •  Photo  Albums 
Stickers  •  Plush  Animals  •  Holiday  Merchandise 
Toys  and  Gifts  •  Stationery  •  Bulk  Paper  Goods 

Cards  &  Gifts  for 
Father's  Day  &  Graduation 

Open  Monday  -  Saturday,  10  am  -  6  pm  •  Sunday,  noon  -  5  pm 

1309  Castro  (near  24th  Street,  next  to  Walgreen' s)  643-9954 


Help  Make  a  Birthday  Wish  Come  True. 


Send  the  FTD  Birthday  Party  Bouquet. 


A  birthday  is  a  thing  to  celebrate! 
And  there’s  no  better  way 
to  do  it  than  with  our 
FTD  Birthday  Party  Bouquet. 

A  basket  packed  full  of 
cheerful  flowers  and  party  favors 
makes  this  birthday 
one  to  remember. 


824-3233  •  4080  24TH  STREET  (NOE) 


Some  of  Life's  Best 
Moments ™  Come  FTD 


S Qn  Cart 


Aromatherapy  facial featuring 

‘DermaCofjica 

‘Experience  ‘Xufree  organic  was^ 
with  an  Azulean  Cream  base 
for  a  soothing  effect  on  the  stfn. 

Eyelash  and  eyebrow  tinting 
using  only  the  finest  vegetable  dye. 

Complete  line  of  slfn  care  products  available 

Cell  ‘Renewal  Systems 

Aesthetician:  %aren 

Mylene’s  SHair  Salon 
1401  Castro  Street  (in  !A (pe  Valley) 

v.m  (415)  675-0199  5# 


> 
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COLDUieU. 
BANKER  □ 


hat  are  the 
qualities  you  should 
look  for  in  a  Real  Estate  Company? 


A  company  with  a  nationwide  reputation 

Top  notch  marketing  including  Internet  advertising 
for  24-hour  exposure  of  your  home 

100%  management  support  for  its  agents 

A  dynamic  office  with  agents  representative  of 
San  Francisco's  diverse  communities 


If  you  want  to  buy  or  sell  a  home, 
or  to  join  the  outstanding  team  at 
Coldwell  Banker,  call  me  today.  ^ 


Timothy  Mouse  Needs  a  Mother 

Two  Local 
Preschools  to 
Close  in  the  Fall 

By  Dodie  Hamblen 

Despite  a  crying  need,  the  number  of 
childcare  options  for  Noe  Valley  families 
continues  to  dwindle.  Since  our  March 
story  on  three  popular  preschools  possibly 
facing  eviction,  the  Voice  has  learned  of 
two  family  daycare  facilities  that  will  be 
calling  it  quits  by  the  end  of  the  summer. 

Timothy  Mouse  House  owner  and  di¬ 
rector  Valerie  Valdez  says  that  unless  she 
finds  a  buyer,  her  family  daycare  will 
close  its  doors  in  August  after  1 1  years  in 
the  neighborhood.  The  preschool,  with  its 
large  colorful  mouse  mural,  is  a  familiar 
landmark  on  the  comer  of  Diamond  and 
23rd  streets. 

Valdez,  who  also  owns  the  building,  is 
moving  to  Santa  Cruz.  She  hopes  to  find 
someone  to  buy  her  business,  including 
the  waiting  lists,  equipment,  books,  and 
other  program  materials.  “I’m  a  landlord 
who  actually  wants  daycare  in  their 
space,”  says  Valdez,  alluding  to  the  trou¬ 
ble  many  childcare  providers  have  had  in 
finding  adequate  rentals  and  supportive 
landlords  in  San  Francisco. 

Timothy  Mouse  House  currently  pro¬ 
vides  childcare  to  24  Noe  Valley  families 
on  a  full-  or  half-day  basis.  Valdez  says 
that  most  of  the  children  will  be  moving 
on  to  kindergarten  in  the  fall.  But  because 
she  cannot  guarantee  that  the  school  will 
exist  in  September,  many  prospective 
families  have  decided  to  send  their  chil¬ 
dren  elsewhere. 

Little  Bear  School,  Wind  in  the  Wil¬ 
lows,  and  Little  People’s  Workshop — the 
three  daycare  centers  reported  to  be  in 
danger  of  losing  their  leases  (see  sidebar 
for  an  update )  — have  all  considered  re¬ 
locating  to  Timothy  Mouse  House,  but 
the  space  was  either  too  large  or  too  small 
for  their  needs.  (It  has  1 ,400  square  feet 
of  indoor  space,  plus  an  outdoor  play  area 
of  400  to  500  sq.  ft.) 

Still,  Valdez  is  hopeful  for  the  future  of 
the  school,  named  for  a  character  in  the 
film  Dumbo.  “The  school  must  go  on.  It’s 
my  child — it’s  been  fabulous  for  me,”  she 
says  wistfully.  “I’m  looking  for  someone 
young  and  energetic  who  wants  to  get 
started  in  this  business.”  Interested  parties 
should  contact  Valdez  at  282-0215. 

Meanwhile,  Debi  Anaya,  owner  and 
director  of  Cozy  Comer  Preschool  on  Do¬ 
lores  Terrace  (just  off  Dolores  Street),  has 
also  decided  to  close  after  eight  years  in 
the  family  daycare  business.  “I’m  closing 
because  I  have  an  opportunity  to  move 
on,”  she  says.  This  fall,  Anaya  will  take  a 
position  as  director  of  Calvary  Presbyter¬ 
ian  Church  Nursery  School  in  the  Fillmore. 

Cozy  Comer  now  serves  22  families 
whose  kids  attend  on  a  half-  or  three- 
quarter-time  basis.  Like  Timothy  Mouse 
House,  it  is  one  of  the  few  family  daycare 
centers  with  a  preschool  curriculum  that 
enrolls  2-year-olds. 

Asked  what  she  thinks  her  families  will 
do  next  year,  Anaya  says,  “It’s  pretty 
bleak  for  families  in  Noe  Valley.  There 
are  so  few  places  for  me  to  send  anyone 
anymore.  So  many  have  waiting  lists.  I 
feel  like  I  am  up  against  the  wall.” 

Leslie  Banta,  who  operates  the  Eureka 
Learning  Center — which  has  two  sites, 
one  on  Eureka  and  another  on  Diamond 
Street  —  says  she  is  already  feeling  the 
fallout  from  the  preschool  crunch.  “It  is 
very  disturbing.  We  are  certainly  getting 
more  calls,  and  people  are  scurrying 
around.  But  this  program  is  already  satu¬ 
rated.  It  makes  you  feel  like.  Oh  my  God, 
what’s  going  to  happen?” 

Banta  says  there  is  an  acute  demand  for 


At  press  time,  the  Voice  learned  that 
Debra  King  School,  a  full-time  preschool 
at  26th  and  Church,  was  in  the  process  of 
negotiating  to  lease  the  Timothy  Mouse 
House  as  a  second  location. 

Churches  Find  Homes 
for  Little  Bear  and 
Little  People 


Patricia  Finnegan,  of  Little  Bear 
School  —  the  daycare  center  formerly 
housed  at  St.  Aidan’s  Church — says  that 
as  a  result  of  our  story  (“Three  Nursery 
Schools  May  Be  Lost  Little  Lambs,” 
March  1999  Voice),  she  has  been  ap¬ 
proached  by  other  two  neighborhood 
churches:  Shepherd  of  the  Hills  on  Dia¬ 
mond  Heights  Boulevard,  and  First 
Church  of  God  on  Cesar  Chavez  Street. 

“It  was  a  very  wonderful,  heartening 
thing,”  says  Finnegan,  who  was  facing  the 
loss  of  an  11  -year-old  program. 

She  is  now  looking  into  the  feasibility 
of  moving  her  school  into  one  of  those 
two  sites.  Her  goal  is  to  be  up  and  run¬ 
ning  by  September.  (Little  Bear  serves 
about  50  children,  ages  3  to  5.  For  an  up¬ 
date,  call  282-2224.) 

Meanwhile,  Little  People’s  Workshop, 
the  23-year-old  parent  co-op  forced  to  va¬ 
cate  its  longtime  home  in  Bernal  Heights, 
has  good  news,  too.  On  May  1,  the 
preschool  moved  into  Bethany  Methodist 
Church  at  Sanchez  and  Clipper  streets. 

“We’re  incredibly  grateful  that  [Rev.] 
Karen  Oliveto  at  Bethany  has  been  so 
helpful  and  welcoming  to  us,”  says  Susan 
Colen,  whose  son  Nick  attends  the  pro¬ 
gram.  “It’s  really  been  a  nice  transition.” 

Little  People  will  occupy  three  rooms 
in  the  church  five  days  a  week  from  9  a.m. 
to  5  p.m.  “We  also  get  to  use  the  big  gym 

Continued  on  Next  Page 


Rebecca  (left)  and  Samantha,  both  4,  will  miss  scampering  around  Timothy  Mouse  House, 
should  it  close  its  doors  in  August.  But  there  is  hope  another  preschool  will  lease  the  site. 

Photo  by  Pamela  Gerard 


quality  childcare  in  Noe  Valley.  “People 
like  this  type  of  daycare,”  says  Banta, 
whose  program  operates  from  9  a.m.  to  3 
p.m.  five  days  a  week. 

A  teacher  in  Early  Childhood  Educa¬ 
tion  at  San  Francisco  State,  Banta  has  run 
Eureka  Learning  Center  for  16  years. 
“This  is  a  small  independent  business,  but 
it  is  really  becoming  impossible  for  peo¬ 
ple  to  do  this  sort  of  thing  in  this  neigh¬ 
borhood.” 

She  says  one  reason  that  launching  a 
small  center  or  running  a  family  daycare 
out  of  your  home  has  become  so  difficult 
is  that  “the  housing  market  has  changed 
dramatically  in  the  past  10  years,  and  the 
increased  prices  are  driving  up  rents.” 

At  the  same  time,  licensing  rules  have 
become  more  stringent,  as  have  safety 
and  accessibility  standards.  These  days  it 
takes  a  lot  more  money  to  remodel  your 
home  or  improve  a  daycare  center.  “There 
has  been  a  lot  of  attention  at  the  state  and 
federal  level  to  the  need  for  quality  child¬ 
care,”  Banta  points  out,  “but  the  money 
often  goes  to  nonprofit  groups.” 

In  the  past  year,  no  new  childcare  li¬ 
censes  have  been  issued  in  the  94114  and 
94131  zip  codes,  and  only  two  applica¬ 
tions  for  new  licenses  have  been  made. 
Sue  Humbert  Rico,  of  the  California  De¬ 
partment  of  Social  Services,  says, 
“Throughout  the  state  we’ve  had  a  flat 
line.  Just  as  many  [childcare  centers] 
have  closed  as  have  opened.” 

Lucy  Vela,  childcare  development  and 
training  director  for  the  Children’s  Coun¬ 
cil  of  San  Francisco,  agrees  that  “there  are 
a  few  small  family  daycares  starting  up 
[in  Noe  Valley],  but  not  many.  There  are 
not  too  many  rentals  available,  and  rents 
are  too  high.” 

Vela’s  agency  is  a  nonprofit  that  offers 
help  for  parents  and  childcare  workers 
throughout  the  city.  Anyone  interested  in  | 
starting  up  a  family  daycare  or  childcare  j 
center  should  contact  her  at  920-7272.  □ 
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Is  your  child 

just  "doing  time"  in  school? 

Perhaps  it's  time  for  a  change! 

ADDA  CLEVENGER 

Junior  Preparatory  and 
Theater  School  for  Children 


•  Academics  •  Athletics  •  Arts  • 

Longer  School  Day  and  Year  includes 

CREATIVE  SUMMER  1999 

July  6-30  and  August  2-20 

All  students  of  the  school  are  members  of  the 

ADDA  CLEVENGER  YOUTH  CHORUS 
OF  SAN  FRANCISCO 

Choristers  receive  a  well-rounded  education  and  many 
opportunities  to  perform.  No  previous  training  is  required. 


Now  Accepting  Enrollment  in  All  Grades 
For  the  1999  -  2000  school  year 

180  Fair  Oaks 

In  Noe  Valley,  one  block  east  of  Dolores  &  23rd  Streets 

(415)  824-2240 
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San  Francisco 
Auto  Repair  Center 

(415)  285-8588 


OPEN  7  DAYS  A  WEEK 

SMOG  CHECK  AVAILABLE  7  DAYS 


FOREIGN  AND  DOMESTIC  AUTO  REPAIRS 
OFFICIAL  CALIFORNIA  SMOG  STATION 
12  MONTH  WARRANTY  ON  ALL  REPAIRS 


♦  Free  Shuttle  Service  to  &  from  BART,  Downtown  &  Nearby 
Neighborhoods  ♦  Basic  Auto  Repair  Classes  ♦  “Do-it-Yourself” 
Membership  Available  ♦  Men  &  Women  Mechanics 

♦  Dependable,  Guaranteed  Work — Honest  Prices 


•  Used  Car  Prepurchase  Diagnostic  Inspection  Service 

•  Emission  Systems/Smog  Test  Failure  Diagnosis  &  Repair 


inspection  & 

REPAIR  STATION  . 


•  Tune  Up/Lube  Service/Regular  Maintenance 

•  Cooling  Systems  •  Radiators  •  Overheating 

•  Timing  Belts  •  Brakes  •  Clutches  •  General  Repairs 
• Air  Conditioning/Heaters 

•  Electrical  Problems/Rewiring/Short  Circuits 

•  Windows/Doors/Vandalism  Repairs  •  Four-Wheel  Drive  Service 

•  Struts/Shocks/Suspension/Steering  •  CV  Joint  &  Axle  Service 

•  Check  Engine  Light  •  Computer  Diagnostics  •  Driveability 
Problems 


OFFICIAL 

GROSS 

POLLUTER 

CERTIFICATION 

STATION 


# 

MITOMOflW 


•  Engine  &  Transmission  Rebuilding  &  Replacement 

since  1978 


Cl 

BBB 

*• 


(415)  285-8588 

611  FLORIDA  STREET  (Near  18th  St.)  •  S.F.,  CA  94110 
BETWEEN  HARRISON  &  BRYANT  STREETS 


ALL  MAJOR  CREDIT  CARDS  &  ATM  ACCEPTED 


FREE 
MS  BRAKE 
& 

SAFETY 
INSPECTION 

($42.50  VALUE) 


Churches  Adopt  Little 
Bear  and  Little 

Continued  from  Previous  Page 

for  an  hour  a  day,  so  the  kids  can  run 
around  and  have  fun,”  Colen  says. 

Parents  are  required  to  work  one  day  a 
week  at  the  Workshop,  and  the  program 
can  accommodate  just  1 1  children,  ages 
18  months  to  3  years.  But  the  cost  is  rel¬ 
atively  low  for  fulltime  daycare.  “Right 
now  it’s  $300  a  month,  but  we’re  aiming 
for  $250,”  says  Colen. 

A  resident  of  23rd  Street,  Colen  is  de¬ 
lighted  with  the  co-op’s  new  location.  “I 
can  walk  to  school  now.  And  the  kids  are 
outside  in  the  neighborhood  every  day. 
They  go  for  walks,  and  they  even  take 
rides  on  the  J-Church.” 

To  ask  about  openings,  call  Little  Peo¬ 
ple  at  647-7607.  Or  call  Rose,  new  mem¬ 
ber  coordinator,  at  437-2579.  □ 


THE  NOE  VALLEY  MUSIC  SERIES 

at  the  Noe  Valley  Ministry  •  1021  Sanchez  near  23rd 

All  ages  welcome!  •  ALL  CONCERTS  BEGIN  AT  8:15  PM  •  (415)  454-5238  for  information 

Sat.  June  5  MOBIUS  OPERANDI  Oliver  DiCicco  leads  his  music/periormance 
ensemble,  playing  on  a  number  of  musical  sculptures  he  created. $12  aov/su  door 

Sat.  June  19  AN  EVENING  OF  SONG  hosted  by  Merle  “ Ian  Shoales"  Kessler 
and  musical  director  J.  Raoul  Brody.  20  different  performers  and  ensembles 
each  perform  a  song  based  on  the  theme,  “weather  or  not." $12 aov/su  door 

Sat.  July  3  BOX  SET  DUO  CD  Release  Concert.  The  duo  celebrates  the 
release  of  their  CD  recorded  at  the  Noe  Valley  Ministry  last  April.  Only  concert 
attendees  can  purchase  the  2-disc 

Set  for  $12!  S14  adv/S15  door 

Seniors  (over  65)  and  children  (under  12) 

$2  off  advance  ticket  price;  available  at  the  door  only. 

Advance  tickets  are  available  at 
Streetlight  Records,  3979  24th  Street 

A  Project  of  Noe  Valley  Ministry  Presbyterian  Church 


Sweet 
Shortcake 
Biscuits 

Our  Sweet  Shortcake  biscuits  would 

be  a  lovely  addition  for  breakfast,  and  also  great 

for  Strawberry  Shortcake. 

Available  through  September.  $1.75 

4073  24th  Street,  San  Francisco,  CA  94114 
TEL  (415)  550-1405  •  FAX  (415)  550-1485 
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NOE  KIDS 

Finding  the 
Perfect  Playground 

By  Janis  Cooke  Newman 

“  his  is  a  baby  playground,”  my 

I  4-year-old  son,  Alex,  says  the 
minute  we  walk  into  Noe  Courts. 

He’s  right.  The  climbing  structure  is 
a  non-intimidating  three  feet  from  the 
ground,  and  the  slide  is  practically  hori¬ 
zontal.  Babies  in  sun  hats  with  flaps 
that  make  them  look  as  if  they’ve  joined 
the  French  Foreign  Legion  crawl  around 
in  the  sand.  They  stare  up  at  Alex, 
drooling.  Their  mothers  look  at  him 
nervously,  fearful  of  the  enormous 
4-year-old  who  has  just  entered  this 
Lilliputian  world. 

Alex  and  I  survey  Noe  Courts  with  a 
critical  eye.  We’ve  come  looking  for  the 
perfect  playground — i.e.,  one  that  we 
both  will  like.  Alex’s  criteria  is  pretty 
simple.  He  likes  anything  with  a  climb¬ 
ing  structure  large  enough  on  which  to 
play  Action  Boy — an  activity  which 
consists  solely  of  running  around  shout¬ 
ing,  “I’m  Action  Boy!” 

I’m  a  little  pickier.  I  want  a  play¬ 
ground  that’s  within  walking  distance  of 
cappuccino,  has  a  nice  view,  and  is 
filled  with  interesting  people  over  three 
feet  tall  to  talk  to. 

Noe  Courts  is  charming.  There’s  a 
big  grassy  lawn  (home  of  the  dogs  vs. 
kids  debate),  pretty  houses,  and  lots  of 
sun.  I’m  only  a  block  away  from  the 
Diamond  Comer  Cafe,  and  there’s  a 
mom  reading  Virginia  Woolf  sitting 
next  to  me,  so  I’m  willing  to  stay. 

But  Alex  cannot  really  get  up  a  good 
head  of  Action  Boy  steam  on  the  tiny 
climbing  structure,  and  the  tire  swing  is 
no  compensation. 

“This  is  boring,”  he  says.  “Let’s  go.” 

Trying  not  to  step  on  any  of  the 
babies  in  the  French  legionnaire  hats, 
we  leave  Noe  Courts  and  head  up 
Douglass  Street. 

“You  should  have  brought  my  bike,” 
Alex  accuses  me,  as  soon  as  he  catches 
sight  of  Douglass  Park’s  nice  flat 
macadam  basketball  court. 

“Look  at  that  cool  slide  over  there,”  I 
say,  pointing  out  a  long  slide  that  shoots 
out  from  under  the  trees. 

Alex  tests  out  the  slide  a  couple  of 
times  and  then  climbs  onto  monkey  bars 
shaped  like  a  cartoon  spaceship.  I 
eavesdrop  on  a  group  of  moms  sitting  in 
the  sand. 

“This  is  the  fourth  child  I’ve  tried  to 
get  into  that  school,”  one  of  the  moms  is 
saying,  as  she  shakes  her  head.  “You 
think  they’d  give  me  a  break  by  now.” 

Douglass  Park  reminds  me  of 
playgrounds  in  Marin,  the  county  we 
just  moved  from — it’s  grassy  and 
woodsy,  and  you  have  to  get  in  your  car 
if  you  want  coffee.  When  the  sun  dips 
behind  the  rocky  cliff  at  the  back  of  the 
playground,  I  start  to  get  cold. 

“Come  on,  Alex,”  I  call  to  my  son, 
who  is  busy  spinning  a  queasy-looking 
little  girl  on  the  roundabout. 

“I  don’t  want  to  go,”  he  says,  coming 
with  me  anyway.  On  the  way  out,  we 
stop  to  drink  at  Douglass  Park’s  explod¬ 
ing  water  fountain. 

We  drive  over  to  the  Upper  Noe  Play¬ 
ground,  where  a  group  of  Spanish¬ 
speaking  nannies  and  a  hip,  SOMA-type 
dad  with  a  shaved  head  are  sitting  around 
a  sand  pit  that  reminds  me  of  the  con¬ 
versation  pits  they  used  to  build  in  living 
rooms  in  the  1960s.  At  their  feet,  small 
children  attempt  to  scale  the  cement 
wall  around  the  pit,  only  to  fall  back 


Four-year-old  Alex  says  his  favorite  playground  is  Dolores  Park,  where  he  can  play  Captain  Hook  on  a  big  beached  boat.  Photo  by  Ken  Newman 


like  frogs  trying  to  escape  an  aquarium. 

Alex  runs  off  to  try  the  satisfyingly 
loud  clatter  bridge,  while  I  hover  around 
the  sand  pit. 

The  only  real  view  at  Upper  Noe 
is  of  the  knobby  spires  of  St.  Paul’s 
Church,  peeking  over  the  top  of  some¬ 
body’s  house.  I  watch  a  woman  with  a 
windbreaker  zipped  up  over  her  sari 
pushing  her  son,  and  occasionally  Alex, 
on  the  swings. 

We  could  walk  down  to  Church 
Street,  I  think — I’m  feeling  tempted  by 
a  Cafe  J  latte  served  in  a  cup  big  enough 
to  have  a  facial  in — but  I  hate  to  quit 
before  finding  the  perfect  playground. 

“One  more  stop,”  I  tell  Alex,  as  we 
head  over  to  Dolores  Park. 

The  park’s  enormous  climbing  struc¬ 
ture  is  mobbed  with  big  kids  from  one 
of  the  nearby  schools.  Their  teachers 
refer  to  them  by  room  number:  “Five 
more  minutes.  Room  15!”  “Time  to  line 
up,  Room  25!”  Now  that  Alex  is  the 
Lilliputian,  I’m  afraid  he’ll  get  tram¬ 
pled,  but  the  big  kids  seem  to  regard 
him  as  a  kind  of  animated  toy,  pushing 
him  down  the  circular  slide  so  fast  he’s 
like  a  marble  coming  out  of  a  chute. 

I  sit  on  one  of  the  sunny  benches  and 
contemplate  the  Moroccan-looking 
tower  of  Mission  Dolores,  the  gold- 
plated  dome  above  City  Hall.  From 
where  I’m  sitting,  I  have  a  perfect  view 
of  the  downtown  skyline  and  Alex  run¬ 
ning  back  and  forth  on  a  wooden  boat 
shouting,  “I’m  Captain  Hook!” 

A  w  oman  with  tattooed  shoulders  is 
throwing  a  yellow  tennis  ball  to  a  dog 
with  a  heavy  gold  chain  around  its  neck. 
Someone  just  over  the  grassy  hill  is 
playing  conga  drums.  A  couple  is  sleep¬ 
ing  under  a  palm  tree  with  black  leather 
jackets  over  their  faces. 

When  I  ask  Alex  what  he  likes  best 
about  Dolores  Park,  he  tells  me, 
“Everything  here  is  my  favorite.” 

Afterward,  we  cross  over  to  the 
Dolores  Park  Cafe,  where  a  biker  with  a 
mohawk  startles  Alex  by  speaking  to 
him  with  a  woman’s  voice.  Sitting  at  a 
table  in  one  of  the  cafe’s  sunny  windows, 
we  clink  glasses — mango  smoothie  and 
cappuccino — in  celebration  of  finally 
finding  the  perfect  playground.  □ 


The  Playgrounds 

Noe  Courts:  Douglass  Street,  between 
Elizabeth  and  24th  streets. 

Douglass  Park:  Douglass  Street, 
between  Clipper  and  27th  streets. 
Upper  Noe  Playground:  Day  Street, 
between  Sanchez  and  Church  streets. 

Dolores  Park:  Dolores  Street,  between 
1 8th  and  20th  streets. 


NOE  KIDS  is  a  new  column  about 
where  to  go  and  what  to  do  with  your 
budding  urban  legends.  It’s  written  by 
Janis  Cooke  Newman  (who  last  wrote 
for  the  Voice  about  moving  from  Marin 
to  Noe  Valley),  with  a  great  deal  of 
input  from  her  4-year-old  son,  Alex.  But 
we’d  also  like  some  input  from  you.  If 
there’s  a  topic,  activity,  or  outing  you’d 
like  to  see  covered  in  Noe  Kids,  please 
e-mail  Janis  at  jcn@linex.com,  or  write 
to  us  at  the  Noe  Valley  Voice,  1021 
Sanchez  St.,  San  Francisco,  CA  94114. 


Jewish  Community  Center  of  San  Francisco 


Brotherhood  Way  Preschool 
OPEN  HOUSE 

Sunday,  June  6 

11:00  a.m.  -  2:00  p.m. 

655  Brotherhood  Way,  SF 


Come  see  the  wonderful 
JCCSF  preschool  on 
Brotherhood  Way,  just 
west  of  19th  Avenue  -  close 
to  Noe  Valley,  the  Sunset  and 
the  Northern  Peninsula.  Meet 
our  devoted  and  skilled 
teachers  and  learn  about  our 
innovative  child-centered  cur¬ 
riculum  and  how  we  cele¬ 
brate  Jewish  culture  with  our 
diverse  mix  of  2-5  year-olds. 

Refreshments  will  be  provided  and 
children,  of  course,  are  welcome. 

For  more  information, 
please  call  Jan  Batlin  at 


(415)  406-1002 
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New  Baby 
in  the  HouseP 


We’ve  got  you  covered! 

The  Noe  Valley  Voice  would  like  to  feature  your  latest  arrival  in  our 
More  Mouths  to  Feed  column. 

Just  give  us  a  call  (&  leave  a  message)  at  415-821-3324 
or  write  to  1021  Sanchez  St.  •  SF • CA  •  94114 

A  Voice  writer  and  a  photographer  will  contact  you. 

We  guarantee  a  great  review! 


FOR  MIDDLE  SCHOOLERS 

*  Meet  locul  b-d’s  ,  reporters  ,  filmmakers 
<wd  pup  peters,. 

^  And  in  -front  of 

*  behind  -the  scenes  local  theaters  and 
media  hot  spcrts. 

Enrolling  now  -for  Summer  /cM  Sessions 

PASTES  •  Session  T  •  3u\v^  5 -lb  ,  cl-'3 
Session  JL  \  Juli^  H-3o, 

COST  $  350  per  two-week.  Session 

To  register  call  Rebecca  Reid  at  (415)861-282*1 
or  E  -  mai  [  FHebeccaloS  @  aol  •  Com 


Celebrating  26Years 


founded  in 
sm  Q72 

MARY  ANN  HALL'S 


MUSIC  FOR  CHILDREN 

Connecting  the  ART  of  the  music  with  the  HEART  of  the  child 
Nationally  acclaimed  music  program  comes  to  Noe  Valley! 


SM 


MYSTICAL.  MAGICAL.  MUSICAL  TRIPS 

Song,  dance,  and  instruments  every  day. 
Rhythms,  melody,  and  dramatic  play, 
Eurythmics,  dynamics,  harmony  and  mime. 
Poetry,  literature,  tempo  and  rhyme. 


Ages  1  through  8 
sequential  program 
4  or  8  week  sessions  begins  in  June 
28  week  session  begins  in  September 

Classes  at  the  Noe  Valley  Ministry 

For  more  information  and  to  enroll  in  class, 

PHONE:  415-661-4109 


Katherine 

Michiels 

School 


Lie.  #380-50-4523 


A  well  balanced  program  of  academic  education,  creative  shared 
play,  and  structured  activities  —  an  active  school  experience  for 
growing  children. 

AGES  3  MONTHS  TO  8  YEARS 

Infants-Preschool-Pre-K  •  Kindergarten-First  and  Second  Grade 
Daycare  7:00  am  to  6:00  pm  •  Evening  care  2:00  pm  to  Midnight 

(415)  821-1434  ext.  11 

Katherine  Michiels  •  1335  Guerrero  •  San  Francisco,  CA  94110 


General  Dentistry 

for  Adults  and  Children 

Cosmetic  Dentistry 
Evening  and  Saturday  Appointments 
Insurance  Plans  Welcomed 


Sylvia  Jimenez,  d.d.s.  Cynthia  Tong,  d.d.s.  Steven  Czekala,  d.d.s. 

4162  24th  Street  647-6000 
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Out  and  About.  Teachers  and  kids  from  Foundations  Home  Day  Care  of  Bernal  Heights  performed  a  successful  field  day  operation  on 
24th  Street  in  May.  Photo  by  Charles  Kennard 


A 


VALLEY 

CYCLERY 

4193  24th  Street 

647-0886 

Tues  - Sat.  11-6 
Sun.  11-5 


W 


<r~>  /fy1 


1298  Church  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94114 
642-1556 
or  282-8445 

9  am- 6  pm 
Monday- Saturday 

Closed  Sunday 

Come  see 

Jerry,  Stephanie  &  Mike 


Peek-a-bootique 


MEW*  RECYCLED 

BUY-SELL-TRADE 

CHILDREN'S  CLOTHING  (0-6*), 

,  "TOYS,  FURNITURE 
&  EQUIPMENT. 

Monday-Saturday  10:30-6  *  Sunday  12-5 

1306 CASTRO  ST.  (at24t^,SAN  FRANCISC0-(4I5)64I-6192 


Children's  Day  School 


"Beautiful,  secure  facility,  wonderful  curriculum,  genuinely  caring 
and  nurturing  staff.  We  feel  so  lucky  to  have  found  Children's  Day  School.'' 
—  Parents'  Survey,  1997-98 

•  Preschool,  ages  2.9  to  5 
and  elementary,  grades  l<-5 

1  Ethnically  and  culturally  diverse  faculty 

■  Fully  integrated  project-based  curriculum 
with  special  emphasis  on  music,  art, 

Spanish,  and  the  environment 

1  Science  program  augmented  by 
on-site  farm  and  organic  garden 

On-site  intergenerational  program 
with  local  seniors 

Afterschool  program  and  mid-year 
enrollment  available 

Come  visit  our  sunny  one-acre  campus  near  Mission  Dolores  with  its 
farm,  garden,  and  large  sheltered  play  space. 

333  Dolores  Street  (between  16th  &  17th).  San  Francisco 
415-861-5432  /  www.cds-sforg 


Strike 

upthebond! 


a  good  beginning 

never  ends 


Now  enrolling  in  over  50  locations 
in  Northern  California 


Music  has  always 
been  joyful, 

but  when  was  the  last 
time  you  used  it  to  bond 
with  your  child?  Or  teach 
him  to  read?  The  latest 
research  shows  that  social, 
emotional,  cognitive, 
language  and  physical  skills 
start  developing  from  the 
day  he’s  born.  Kindermusik 
has  been  teaching  children 
to  learn  for  over  25  years. 
And  we’ve  been  educating 
parents  about  what  happens 
developmentally  as  they 
learn  with  their  children. 

We  spend  all  of  our  time 
training  and  licensing  early 
childhood  music  educators, 
and  developing  cutting- 
edge  curricula,  so  you  can 
spend  all  your  time 


1-800-615-5415 


connecting  with  your  child 
through  music. 


Kindermusik®  progroms  provide  a  solid  educational 
foundation  for  future  learning.  Newborn  to  7  years. 


vozAMNm 
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Summer  Day  Camp 


ADDA  CLEVENGER 

Junior  Preparatory  and  Theater  School  for  Children 

presents 

CREATIVE  SUMMER 
1999 

for  Girls  and  Boys 
Grades  K  -  8 

Session  I:  July  6-30 
Session  II:  August  2-28 

Children  are  offered  the  opportunity  to  explore  the  worlds  of: 

•  Dance  (aerobics,  ballet,  jazz,  tap,  Irish,  ballroom) 

•  Dramatic  Arts  (creative  drama,  Shakespeare,  musical  comedy, 
performance  drama,  speech,  and  debate) 

•  Music  (vocal  and  instrumental) 

•  Sports  (gymnastics,  soccer,  basketball,  martial  arts,  kickball,  softball, 
and  volleyball) 

•  Visual  Arts  (crafts  workshop,  photography,  drawing,  painting, 
ceramic  arts) 

•  Additional  Activities  (young  gourmet,  newspaper,  field  trips, 
typing/keyboarding  for  grades  4  and  above,  and  for  grades  4  and 
under,  fun  with  foreign  languages) 

180  Fair  Oaks 

In  Noe  Valley,  one  block  east  of  Dolores  &  23rd  Streets 

FOR  REGISTRATION  INFORMATION,  CALL 

(415)  824-2240 


J{~  MUSICAL  THEATRE  WORKS'LL, 

A hef -School  Academy  4  Performance  Company 


★  BROADWAY  MUSICAL  PRODUCTIONS  ★ 

Musical  Theatre  Rehersals,  Acting  &  Voice  Lesson  Classes 

For  information,  please  call: 

Carolyn  Schwartz,  Director 

(415)  641-5988  Crades2-12 


owe  6cH0o< 


JIM  21- JULY  50 ’A- 

Taking  Car*  rf  Our  Planet 
We«k$l-3  *CUy  Arumatioti.fiporte, 
woywim.ctffowi  dnwM,  |  Comic  drip 
Weete  H  •  Dtama ,  video,  wort*  farts, 
cookS  ,  art  and  *ci*nce 


$120  per  week  *hfend«l  Care  Included 

Wended  Care  $00'(cfOO 
Hwn  &  i  *25  nwrrttfund^Me  Jqwit  fer  efck 

call  Piredor  iP  Cfcl  WlO 

U*<  0»K  €ch««|  ,  lft  Oivntnd 


Children's  Day  School 

"Beautiful,  secure  facility,  wonderful  curriculum,  genuinely  caring 
and  nurturing  staff.  We  feel  so  lucky  to  have  found  Children's  Day  School." 

—  Parents'  Survey,  1997-98 

Grades  K-5  and  preschool 

Ethnically  and  culturally  diverse  faculty 

Fully  integrated  project-based  curriculum 
with  special  emphasis  on  music,  art, 

Spanish,  and  the  environment 

Science  program  augmented  by 
on-site  farm  and  organic  garden 

On-site  intergenerational  program 
with  local  seniors 

1  Afterschool  program  and  mid-year 
enrollment  available 

Come  visit  our  sunny  one-acre  campus  near  Mission  Dolores  with  its 
farm,  garden,  and  large  sheltered  play  space. 

333  Dolores  Street  (between  16th  &  17th).  San  Francisco 
415-861-5432  /  www.cds-sforg 


Every  disposable  diaper 
ever  used  by  every  baby 
in  the  world  since  the 
very  first  one  was  ever 
sold  (1963)  still  exists 
somewhere  on  this 
planet.  That’s  something 
to  think  about. 

Dy*Dee  Wash  supplies 
soft  natural  cotton 
diapers  —  comfortable, 
affordable,  reusable/ 
recyclable  for  your  baby 
and  your  baby’s  future. 


761-4445 
Cotton  Diaper  Service 

DY*DEE 

WASH 


SPEECH-LANGUAGE 

PATHOLOGISTS 

Available  for  Home  Visits 

Evaluation  and  therapy  for  all  ages. 
Experienced  with  disorders  of  language 
development,  articulation,  stuttering, 
autism,  swallowing,  aphasia,  and  voice. 

Please  call  Catherine  Bassen, 
M.S.CCC-SLP:  (415)  235-3597 


Open  Adoption 
1-800-U-ADOPT-US 
Pregnant? 

You  choose  the  parents  for  your  child. 
Help  with  pregnancy  related  expenses. 

Planning  to  Adopt? 

Uw  Offices  of  Adams  &  Romer  *  Infants  &  Toddlers 

Call  Susan  Romer,  Attorney  at  Law 

220  Montgomery  sf  &  Noe  Valley  Location  V  Step-Parent  &  Second  Parent  Adoptions 
415-392-3678 


The  Families  and  Staff  at  Alvarado  School 
Would  Like  to  Thank 
The  Following  Noe  Valley  Merchants 
For  Their  Donations  to  our  Silent  Auction: 

Accent  on  Flowers 
Animal  Company 
Billy's  Cleaners 
Bredwell  Meyer 
Common  Scents 
Cover  to  Cover 
Global  Exchange 
Joshua  Simon 
Natural  Resources 
Lite  for  Life 
Noe  Valley  Bakery 
Noe  Valley  Cyclery 
Noe  Valley  Voice 
Sea  Breeze  Cleaners 
Shear  Delight 
Small  Frys 
Sophias 
Tuny's  Coffee 

and  everyone  else  we  may  have  missed! 

We  also  want  to  thank  the  businesses  who  donated  food 
to  our  Parent  Outreach  event: 

Falletti's  •  Earthgrains  •  Drewes  Brothers  Meats  •  Los  Sanchos 
Schwarz  •  Grocery  Outlet  •  Bell  Market 
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MORE 

MOUTHS 

TO  FEED 

By  Maire  Farrington 


'patter  d  “Day  tfad  fuae  £0t4. . , 

tpive  “r&uH  s4  P6o(o  'To  7r eaouve  'poievez. 

Mention  this  Ad  for  a  10°o  discount 


■^^STiukeS 

n  IT*  HOSPITAL 

Breastfeeding  Center 

•  free  telephone  consultations 

•  Classes  &  Support  Group 

•  Breastpump  rentals  and  sales 

•  Breastfeeding  supplies 

Tlease  call  Aimee  Creelman.  kn,  msn ;  ibclc 

(415)  641-6869 

L - K 


PHOTO  (jRARHV 

Since  1932 

www.romainesf.com 


THE  WORLDS  GREATEST  STORYTELLERS 


Please  call  415.989.3536  for  a  complementary  consultation. 


James  Joaquin  Calvo 

James  Joaquin  Calvo  made  an  early  ar¬ 
rival  into  his  family  in  more  ways  than 
one.  Two  weeks  before  his  due  date,  mom 
Audrey  Calvo  was  admitted  to  California 
Pacific  Medical  Center  to  have  labor  in¬ 
duced.  She  was  told  she’d  have  to  stay 
overnight,  and  her  doctor  predicted  she’d 
give  birth  about  4  p.m.  the  following  day. 

“It  was  a  full  moon  that  night,”  recalls 
father  Carlos  Calvo.  “We  had  called  the 
hospital,  and  the  place  was  packed.  When 
we  finally  got  there,  there  were  women  ev¬ 
erywhere.  Audrey  told  me  to  go  home.  She 
said,  ‘I’m  going  to  need  you  tomorrow.’” 

“I  wanted  him  to  rest,”  explains  Au¬ 
drey,  “to  be  ready  to  go  first  thing  in  the 
morning  and  to  be  with  me  all  day.  Then 
I’d  have  the  baby  in  the  afternoon.” 

Early  the  next  morning,  Aug.  20, 1997, 
Carlos  got  a  wake-up  call  from  Audrey, 
saying,  “I’ve  gone  into  labor  and  bring 
me  some  Popsicles!”  After  a  run  to  the 
Safeway,  Carlos  joined  Audrey  at  the 
hospital,  where  James  was  bom  just  90 
minutes  later,  at  10:30  a.m.  He  weighed 
6  pounds,  6  ounces. 

“She  was  zooming,”  says  Carlos. 
“Even  the  doctor,  when  she  arrived,  said, 
‘What  are  you  guys  doing,  having  a 
baby?!’  She  couldn’t  believe  it.” 

“It  was  amazing,”  agrees  Audrey.  “It 
went  a  lot  faster  than  they  expected.” 

Audrey,  33,  a  writer,  and  Carlos,  32,  a 
photographer,  met  in  1987  while  working 
at  a  high-tech  firm  in  Walnut  Creek.  The 
couple  got  married  in  1990  and  bought 
their  home  on  Sanchez  Street  the  same  year. 

While  Mom  and  Dad  work,  James 
hangs  out  with  the  rest  of  the  family.  “We 
juggle  family  babysitters,”  Audrey  points 
out,  “three  of  them  —  my  grandmother 
(James’  great-grandmother),  Marian 
Byme;  Carlos’  mom,  Mimi  Calvo;  and 
Carlos’  aunt,  Nohemy  Harrington.  Each 
person  has  something  different  to  offer, 
and  I  think  it’s  affected  his  personality  be¬ 
cause  he’s  so  sweet,  he’s  so  well  adjusted. 
These  women  love  him  so  much.  They’re 
his  family,  he’ll  grow  up  with  them,  and 
he’ll  always  know  them.  I’m  just  really 
thankful  for  them.” 

Also  known  as  “J.J.,”  James  has  his  fa¬ 
ther’s  deep-brown  eyes  and  brown  hair. 
He  was  named  after  Audrey’s  father, 
James  Broyles.  “He  has  this  calmness 
about  him  that  I  think  he  probably  got 
from  my  father,”  says  Audrey.  “He’s  just 
really  mellow.  He  never  bounces  off  the 
walls.  He’s  happy.” 

James’  godfather,  Tony  Godkin,  has  his 


Mom  and  dad  Audrey  and  Carlos  Calvo  show  off  their  sweet  baby  James,  at  20  months. 


own  opinion:  “Just  wait  until  he  starts 
talking,  he’ll  be  just  like  Carlos!”  he  kids. 

James  inherited  a  love  of  books  from 
his  great-grandmother.  “She  was  a  school 
teacher,  and  she  taught  him  to  love 
books,”  Audrey  says.  “So  that’s  what  they 
do  together  because  she  can’t  take  him  out 
for  walks.  Lately,  to  go  down  for  his  nap, 
he  has  to  have  a  book.”  James  has  even 
been  known  to  fall  asleep  with  an  open 
book  covering  his  face. 

“He  seems  to  be  aware  that  his  great¬ 
grandmother  is  a  little  frail,”  Carlos  says. 
“He  doesn’t  push  her  buttons  that  much, 
like  he  does  us.  He’s  really  nice  to  her.  For 
some  reason  with  her,  he’ll  just  climb  into 
the  carriage  and  go  to  sleep.  Or  she’ll  go 
grab  a  diaper,  and  he’ll  climb  up  on  the 
sofa  and  lay  there  while  she  changes  him. 
She’s  the  only  one  he  does  that  with.” 

“He’s  imitating  us  these  days,”  says 
Audrey,  describing  her  son’s  new  habit  of 
repeating  words.  At  2 1  months,  James  un¬ 
derstands  Spanish  (Dad  is  bilingual  and 
Mom  is  picking  it  up)  and  has  already 
added  a  few  words  such  as  agua  and  gra- 
cias  to  his  vocabulary. 

“He  likes  rhythm,”  says  Carlos.  “We 
put  on  merengue  and  salsa,  and  he  just 
dances  around  like  a  madman.”  James 
will  also  pick  up  the  maracas,  cowbell,  or 
wooden  fish  instrument,  or  bang  away  on 
the  bongos  in  time  with  the  music. 

James  took  his  first  steps  at  13  months. 


and  can  regularly  be  seen  strolling  down 
Sanchez  to  24th  Street,  while  doing  his 
part  to  keep  the  neighborhood  clean. 

“He  likes  to  walk  down  the  street  col¬ 
lecting  rubber  bands,”  Carlos  says.  “He 
gives  them  to  me,  and  I  give  them  back 
to  him  when  we’re  done  with  the  walk. 
Then  he  goes  ‘No!’  and  throws  them  in 
the  garbage  can.  It’s  hilarious.  He’ll  pick 
up  newspapers  and  stuff  he  finds,  and  he 
holds  on  to  them  until  we  come  to  a 
garbage  can  and  throws  them  in.” 

After  all  that  hard  work,  James  may  sit 
atop  his  dad’s  shoulders  or  simply  hop  the 
J-line  for  the  return  trip  home.  He  is  also 
eager  to  help  out  there.  “He  peels  garlic, 
he  helps  cook,”  Audrey  says.  “He’s  great 
around  the  house.  He  sweeps  while  we 
vacuum.”  His  grandmother  even  bought 
him  a  toy  push  broom  so  he  can  tackle 
those  dust  bunnies  in  the  comer. 

“When  you’re  cleaning  the  kitchen, 
he’ll  take  the  sponge  and  clean  his  high- 
chair.  He’ll  wipe  stuff  down,”  says  Car¬ 
los.  “He’ll  pick  up  his  toys,  and  he’ll  pick 
up  stuff  out  of  the  way  while  I’m  vacu¬ 
uming.  He’s  really  into  it  too  —  he’ll  go 
to  the  sofa  and  lift,  and  he’ll  pretend  to 
vacuum  under  it  and  be  really  intense.  When 
he  does  things,  he  really  concentrates.” 

James  attends  a  weekly  play  group 
with  Mom,  and  on  Saturday  mornings  his 
regular  destination  is  Kids  Gym  at  Upper 
Noe  Recreation  Center  on  Day  Street. 


Photo  by  Pamela  Gerard 


Carlos,  whose  childhood  home  was  on 
23rd  Street  at  Eureka  (“before  Noe  Val¬ 
ley  was  Noe  Valley,”  he  says),  is  delighted 
that  there  are  plenty  of  playmates  for 
James.  “I’m  glad  now  that  there  are  a  lot 
of  kids,  because  when  I  was  growing  up 
in  San  Francisco,  there  were  also  kids  of 
all  different  ages.  All  the  parents  and  the 
neighbors  knew  you.  If  a  neighbor  told 
you  to  do  something  or  stop  doing  some¬ 
thing,  you  listened,  because  you  knew  it 
was  going  to  get  back  to  your  parents.  So 
that  whole  village  thing  is  coming  back 
now,  where  everybody  knows  everybody.” 

James’  friends  may  also  like  him  just 
because  he’s  fun.  “He’s  really  gentle  and 
sweet  and  easygoing,”  Audrey  says. 
“We’re  really  lucky.” 

“He’s  been  a  little  treasure,  absolutely,” 
Carlos  agrees.  “He  really  grows  on  you, 
that’s  for  sure.”  □ 


More  Mouths  to  Feed  wants  to 
show  off  your  newest  family  member.  If 
you  have  welcomed  a  new  baby  into  the 
house,  or  adopted  a  teenager,  please  send 
your  announcement  to  the  Noe  Valley 
Voice,  More  Mouths  to  Feed,  1021 
Sanchez  St.,  San  Francisco,  CA  94114. 
Ore-mail  us  at  jaxvoice@aol.com.  We’d 
also  appreciate  a  phone  number,  so  we 
can  arrange  for  the  family  portrait.  □ 


Visual 
Memories 
To  Last  A 
Lifetime. 

Your 

Satisfaction 

Guaranteed. 


Experience 
Total  Value. 

In  the  Studio 
or  on  Location. 

* 

For  Individuals, 
Couples,  Families, 
Children  &  Babies. 

★ 

Gift  certificates 
available. 
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It’s  all  about  you  &  your  hair  needs! 


O  Homes  Prices  Up? 


ask  Richard  Hippard 

The  Neighborhood  Realtor 

Glen  Park , 

Noe  Valley,  and 
Bernal  Heights 

Homes,  Units. Commercial 


Vanguard  Properties,  864-7800  x  567 


Portraiture 

Ceremonies  •  Events  •  Beverly  Tharp 


Noe  Valley's  Favorite  Japanese  Restaurant  ►  Since  1975 
OLDEST  SUSHI  BAR  IN  SAN  FRANCISCO 


Matsuya 

Serving  Sushi,  Teriyaki,  Donburi  Casserole,  Japanese  Beer  &  Wine 


CHEF’S  CHOICE  OF  SUSHI 


Open  4-11  Monday-Saturday 

3856  24th  Street  (between  Sanchez  and  Vicksburg)  282-7989 


'Good  service ,  good  coverage , 
good  price — 

That's  State  Farm  Insurance 


STATE  FARM 


INSURANCE 

® 


Susan  Levinson,  Agent 
1501  Church  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA 
647-3007 

Like  a  good  neighbor 
State  Farm  is  there.® 


State  Farm  Insurance  Companies  •  Home  Offices:  Bloomington,  Illinois 


YOU  GOTTA  SMOG  IT! 


WE 

SAVE 


So  Smog  it  Here  and  SAVE  MONEY! 


75 

Plus  $8.25  Certificate  ^ 

SMOG 
CHECK 


<EG 


$3QZ5 


Plus 

Certificate 


X 


DAN’S  SMOG  &  AUTO  SERVICE 
3865-24th  St.  282-1552 


El 


a 


V  . 


Notv  under  new  ownership 


Noe  Valley  Tien  Fu 

BAR  &  RESTAURANT 


□ 


Delicious  Chinese  Specialties 
Open  for  Lunch  and  Dinner  Daily 

Take  Out  &  Free  Delivery  Available 

OPEN  DAILY,  11  AM- 11  PM 
3945  24th  Street  282-9502  •  282-6688 
Across  from  Bell  Market 
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MORE  GROUPS  TO  JOIN 


Castro  Area  Planning  +  Action 

Contact:  Linton  Stables,  541-0344,  ext.  230; 
capa@home4us.org 
Meetings:  Second  Thursday  of  month, 
Eureka  Valley  Recreation  Center,  1 00 
Collingwood  St.,  7:30  p.m. 

Cesar  Chavez  Neighborhood  Association 

Contact:  Ed  White,  774-3237 
Mailing  Address:  First  Church  of  God,  3728 
Cesar  Chavez  St.,  San  Francisco,  CA  94110 
Meetings:  Last  Thursday  of  month.  First 
Church  of  God,  7:30  p.m. 

Diamond  Heights  Community  Association 

Contact:  Robert  Dockendorff,  826-3867 
Mailing  Address:  RO.  Box  31529,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94131 
Meetings:  First  Thursday  of  month,  7:30 
p.m.  Call  for  location. 

Dolores  Heights  Improvement  Club 

Contact:  Amy  Powell,  647-4228 
Mailing  Address:  3732  21st  St.,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94114 

Meetings:  Bimonthly;  membership  meetings 
semi-annually.  Call  for  details. 

Duncan  Newburg  Association  (DNA) 

Contact:  Evelyn  Martin.  826-6734;  Keith 
Eickman,  282-8988;  Dennis  Downing, 
647-0937;  or  Deanna  Mooney,  821-4045 
Mailing  Address:  560  Duncan  St.,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94131 

Meetings:  Held  periodically.  Call  for  details. 

East  &  West  of  Castro  Street 
Improvement  Club 

Contact:  Paul  Kantus,  647-3753 
Mailing  Address:  492  Douglass  St.,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94114 

Meetings:  First  Wednesday  of  month,  Noe 
Valley  Library,  451  Jersey  St.,  7:30  p.m. 
Eureka  Valley  Promotion  Association 
Contact:  Lion  Barnett,  255-3624 
Mailing  Address:  P.O.  Box  14137,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94114 
Meetings:  Third  Thursday  (except  July, 
August,  and  December),  Eureka  Valley  Rec¬ 
reation  Center,  100  Collingwood  St.,  7  p.m. 
Fair  Oaks  Neighbors 
Contact:  Paul  Nixon,  647-5183 
Mailing  Address:  163  Fair  Oaks  St.,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94110 
Meetings:  Call  for  details. 

Fairmount  Neighborhood  Association 

Contact:  Susan  Nutter,  285-8484 
Mailing  Address:  78  Harper  St.,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94131 

Meetings:  Held  periodically  at  Upper  Noe 
Recreation  Center,  Day  &  Sanchez,  7  p.m. 
Friends  of  Glen  Canyon  Park 
Contact:  Richard  Craib,  648-0862 
Mailing  Address:  140  Turquoise  Way,  San 
Francisco,  C A  94131 

Meetings:  Third  Wednesday  of  the  month, 
Glen  Park  Recreation  Center,  7:30  p.m. 


Friends  of  Noe  Valley 

Contact:  Harry  Stem,  821-1086,  or 

Bill_Yenne@hotmail.com 

Mailing  Address:  327  Jersey  St.,  San 

Francisco,  CA  94114 

Meetings:  General  meetings  are  held  the 

second  Thursday  of  the  month  in  Feb., 

April,  June,  Aug.,  Oct.,  and  Dec. 

Noe  Valley  Library,  451  Jersey  St.,  7:45  p.m. 

La  Leche  League  of  San  Francisco 

Contact:  Thalia  DeWolf,  641-8366 
Mailing  Address:  47  Costa  St.,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94110 
Meetings:  First  Tuesday  of  month,  Bernal 
Heights  Library,  Cortland  &  Moultrie, 

10:15  a.m. 

Liberty  Hill  Neighborhood  Association 

Contact:  Julie  Dilley,  president,  647-7196, 
jdilley@earthlink.net ;  Joanna  Sacks,  vice 
president,  495- 1 470,  joanna@softmed.com 
Mailing  Address:  3288  21st  St.,  Box  44, 

San  Francisco,  CA  94110 
Meetings:  Executive  board  meets  first 
Tuesday  of  month;  general  meetings 
quarterly.  Call  for  details. 

Noe  Courts  Coalition 

Contact:  Dr.  Tom  Mills,  secretary. 

Voicemail:  675-0110;  nichapin@aol.com. 
Mailing  Address:  Noe  Courts  Coalition,  P.O. 
Box  460520,  San  Francisco,  CA  94146 
Meetings:  Irregular.  Call  for  information. 

Noe  Valley  Democratic  Club 
Contact:  Dave  Monks,  821-4087 
Mailing  Address:  1652  Dolores  St.  #6, 

San  Francisco,  CA  94110 

Meetings:  Second  Wednesday  of  month,  7 

p.m.  Call  for  location. 

Noe  Valley  Merchants  and  Professionals 
Association 

Contact:  Robert  Roddick,  641-8692 
Mailing  Address:  Robert  T.  Roddick, 

Noe  Valley  Law  Offices,  P.O.  Box  460574, 
San  Francisco,  CA  94114-6003 
Meetings:  Last  Wednesday  of  month.  Bank 
of  America,  24th  &  Castro,  9  a.m. 

Noe  Valley  Neighborhood  Parks 
Improvement  Association 
Contact:  Dorthe  Deubler,  824-4680 
Mailing  Address:  622  Douglass  St.,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94114 

Meetings:  Held  periodically.  Call  for  details. 
Outer  Noe  Valley  Merchants 
Contact:  Jim  Appenrodt,  641-1500 
Mailing  Address:  294  29th  St.,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94131 

Meetings:  First  Monday  of  month,  St.  Paul’s 
Church  cafeteria,  3  p.m. 

Upper  Noe  Neighbors 

Contact:  Vicki  Rosen,  285-0473 
Mailing  Address:  169  Valley  St.,  San 
Francisco,  C A  94 1 3 1 

Meetings:  Fourth  Thursday  of  month.  Upper 
Noe  Rec  Center,  Day  &  Sanchez,  7:30  p.m. 


English  Tea  Room 

Catering  &  Private  Parties 
Your  Place  or  Ours! 

High  Tea  Served  All  Day 

Now  Open 

Thursday  &  Friday  Night 
Until  9  p.m. 

Psychic  Readings  Both  Nights,  6-9  p.m. 

1195  Church  Street  at  24th  St.  •  415-648-5895 

Tuesday  &  Wednesday  1 1:00  -  7:00 
Thursday  &  Friday  1 1:00  -  9:00 
Saturday  -  Sunday  10:30  -  7:00 


eet 


LINDA  IS  SIMPLY  THE  BEST! 

“Selling  a  house  can  be  a  stressful  process, 
but  Linda’s  intelligence,  creative  vision, 
brilliant  marketing  strategy,  dedication,  and  kindness 
made  selling  our  home  a  wonderful  experience. 

Linda’s  interior  design  gave  our  house  a  beautiful  transformation. 
One  buyer  exclaimed,  ‘it  looks  like  a  movie  set!’ 

If  you  are  looking  to  hire  the  best  agent,  then  call  Linda! 


Linda  S.  Gordon 

Top  Producer 

(415)  861-5222  ext  380 

email: 

lingordon1@aol.com 


Reputation 

Reliability 

Results 


ERT 


REAL  ESTATE 


555  Castro  Street  San  Francscom  CA  94114 

See  all  our  listings  on  the  www:  http://www.herth.com 


Architecture  &  Planning 

•  Remodeling,  additions,  and  new  buildings 

•  Local  practitioner;  neighborhood-specific 
design 

•  Variance  applications.  Planning  approvals, 
and  Building  Permits 

•  Free  initial  consultation:  What  do  you 
have  in  mind? 

Stephen  P.  Johnston,  AIA 

249  Fair  Oaks  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA.  94110 
(415)  282.6344 


HERTH 


Serving  Our 
Community  since 
1965 

55S  Castro  Street  861-5200 
www.herth.com 
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A  Lace  Pattern  of  tree  shade  paints  the  Sanchez  Street  sidewalk.  Photo  by  Pamela  Gerard 


See  GiantVision  on  Our  Large  8x10  Screen 

The  Only  Pub  on  Dolores  Street 

O'Greenberg's 

Pub 


ce'&v- 


N, 


221V 


Visit  our 
two 

DART 

ROOMS 


°W  22  Beer 

Tap?ers 


1600  Dolores  Street  (at  the  corner  of  29th  &  Dolores)  695-9216 


r-  Noe  Valley’s 

ravorit 

Lender 


Natasha  lovas 


PACIFIC  CUARAMTEE  MQRTBABF  R 

nlovas@aol.coin 


Iffi  5 . 0  7  77 


electa  Hu to  pobp 

4050  24th  Street  (near  Castro) 

San  Francisco,  CA  941 14 

Ph.  (415)  282-2665  ♦  Fax  (415)  282-7668 


20  Years  of  Professional  Experience  and  Quality  Service 
^electa  !HutO  iHobp  —  Your  Neighborhood  Body  Shop 


VVe  offer  full  service,  from  the  smallest  dings  and  scratches 
to  complete  restoration  and  custom  painting. 

We  also  offer  Lease  Car  Cleanup  Service. 


L 


Rated  Ven •  High  in 
Customer  Satisfaction 


•All  Insurance  Claims  Welcome  • 
•  Free  Estimates  • 

10%  discount  if  you  present  this  ad 
before  having  your  work  done 

Coupons  for  insurance  jobs  are  for  10%  oft  deductable  only 
Coupons  with  10%  discount  are  for  10%  off  labor  only 


A  Customer  Assistance  Program  of 
Belter  Business  Bureau 


J 


Noe  Valley's  Original  Cafe 

Herb’s  Fine  Foods 

Specializing  in  Breakfast  anti  Lunch 

3991  24th  Street  (at  Noe)  •  826-8937  or  550-9211 

Open  Monday-Friday  6:30  am-3:00  pm 
Saturday  &  Sunday  7  am-4pm 

SINCE  194  3 

It's  Herb's  for  the  best  in  Noe  Valley  timing! 
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Florences 

FAMILY 

ALBUM 

Illustrated  Reminiscences 
by  Florence  Holub 


A  Lovely  Resting 
Place  for  Audrey 

Not  long  ago,  while  striding  down 
21st  Street  to  Church,  I  met  a 
young  woman  and  her  small  daughter 
panting  as  they  labored  uphill.  “What  a 
delightful  street!  I  have  never  seen  it 
before,”  she  said  to  the  girl. 

Yes,  21st  Street  is  delightful,  now 
that  the  ugly  telephone  poles  have  come 
down  and  the  wires  have  been  buried 
underground.  Today  you  can  see  our 
picturesque  houses  and  the  wealth  of 
greenery,  amid  the  quaint  old-fashioned 
street  lamps  that  were  installed  a  couple 
of  years  ago. 

And  we  owe  it  all  to  the  vision  of 
Audrey  Rodgers,  the  best  friend  this 
neighborhood  ever  had.  Audrey  died 
suddenly  (and  too  soon)  in  1994,  at  only 
71  years  of  age,  but  her  good  deeds  will 
remain  with  us  always. 

Audrey  determined  the  future  of 
Dolores  Heights  (also  known  as 
Sanchez  Hill)  by  leading  the  drive  to 
have  it  named  a  “special  use  district.” 
This  zoning  designation  preserves  the 
Victorian  and  other  older  buildings  in 
the  area,  and  sets  height  and  size  limits 
for  new  houses  and  apartments.  Audrey 
also  organized  the  tree  plantings  and 
launched  the  petitions  for  putting  our 
utilities  underground. 

Back  in  the  ’70s,  this  was  a  major 
feat.  At  the  time,  the  only  other  neigh¬ 
borhood  in  San  Francisco  that  had 
gained  such  growth  controls  was  Russ¬ 
ian  Hill.  But  Audrey  accomplished  her 
mission  with  class  and  a  clear  knowl¬ 
edge  of  city  government. 

She  began  the  drive  in  1978,  by  rally¬ 
ing  those  residents  who  were  concerned 
about  overdevelopment  on  the  hill. 

Then  she  drew  up  a  list  of  people  who 
had  some  professional  expertise  in 
architecture  and  housing  issues.  (I  did¬ 
n’t  have  either,  but  I  was  eager  to  help 
Audrey  with  the  paper-  and  footwork.) 

When  I  looked  over  the  list  of  people 
she  planned  to  include  among  her 
experts,  I  was  surprised  to  see  one 
name.  “He  is  the  enemy,”  I  said  doubt¬ 
fully.  She  smiled  and  responded, 

“That’s  why  I  chose  him.” 

Then  I  watched  in  admiration  as  her 
persuasive  manner  transformed  our 
potential  enemy  into  a  loyal  ally. 

Later,  when  City  Planning’s  Bob 
Passmore  scanned  the  names  of  those 
chosen  for  the  Dolores  Heights  Special 
Use  District  Committee,  he  exclaimed, 
“You  could  start  your  own  Planning 
Commission!” 


Sculptor  J.B.  Blunk  (left),  Dr.  Timothy  Rodgers,  Mayor  Willie  Brown,  and  Janice  Bracken  gathered  with  local  residents  on  Sanchez  Hill  in  late 
March  to  dedicate  a  memorial  bench  to  Audrey  Rodgers,  an  early  champion  of  neighborhood  beautification.  Photos  by  Leo  Holub 


Although  most  residents  applauded 
the  plan,  there  were  some  who  opposed 
the  height  restrictions.  A  few,  under¬ 
standably,  had  dreamed  of  selling  their 
homes  for  a  large  enough  sum  to 
finance  their  retirement.  One  or  two, 
however,  envisioned  the  hill  as  a  high- 
rise  mecca  and  saw  themselves  as  the 
new  Donald  Trump. 

One  such  owner,  of  an  already  large 
parcel  of  property,  approached  our  late 
neighbor  Rhea  Kley  upon  the  death  of 
her  husband,  and  suggested  that  if  she 
would  like  to  get  rid  of  her  two-bed¬ 
room  home,  he  would  be  willing  to  take 
it  off  her  hands.  Rhea  responded  with  a 
tongue-in-cheek  smile  and  a  polite  no¬ 
thank-you.  However,  if  he  would  like  to 
dispose  of  his  own  property,  she  said,  he 
should  feel  free  to  contact  her.  The  dis¬ 
cussion  ended  right  there. 

During  two  years  of  intense  activity, 
our  case  came  up  many  times  before  the 
Board  of  Supervisors.  Once,  after 
Audrey  delivered  a  particularly  well- 
crafted  presentation.  Supervisor  Harvey 
Milk  rushed  over  to  pledge  his  support. 

Upon  Milk’s  death.  Supervisor  Harry 
Britt  carried  on  nobly,  until  in  1980  our 
Dolores  Heights  Special  Use  District 
status  was  finally  granted.  Few  people 
realize  that  Audrey’s  grassroots  organiz¬ 
ing  opened  the  door  for  both  Castro 
Street  and  24th  Street  to  gain  protection 
for  its  housing  and  rental  stock. 

Since  then,  our  neighborhood  has 
become  even  more  desirable,  mostly 
because  it  has  kept  its  small  scale  and 
family-friendly  atmosphere.  Those  who 
labored  so  long  to  make  it  so  can  feel 
justly  proud. 

This  spring,  my  man  Leo  and  I 
received  an  invitation  to  a  block 
party,  to  celebrate  the  official  dedication 
of  the  Audrey  Rodgers  Memorial 
Bench,  placed  on  the  southwest  comer 
of  21st  and  Sanchez  streets. 

On  the  afternoon  of  March  27,  we 
arrived  to  find  the  area  had  been  cor¬ 
doned  off  and  furnished  with  tables, 
chairs,  and  a  four-piece  country-western 
band,  ready  to  play  all  day. 

There  was  also  a  white  peaked  tent 
for  heating  and  serving  the  entries  in  a 
Chili  Bake-Off  Contest. 

After  greeting  old  friends  and  meet¬ 
ing  new  neighbors,  most  of  us  got 
around  to  tasting  the  bowls  of  chili. 

They  were  all  so  good  that  by  the  time  I 
had  decided  on  my  favorite,  the  winner 
was  being  announced! 

The  recipe  voted  best  was  Nance’s 
All-Organic  Black  Bean  Chili.  Nancy 


Levy  won  the  honor  and  a  $100  dollar 
bill,  which  she  shared  with  Martin  Mac- 
Clain  (who  actually  did  the  cooking). 

The  celebration  was  well  attended  by 
people  of  every  age,  from  seniors  to  lit¬ 
tle  children,"  and  all  were  having  a  won¬ 
derful  time.  Claiming  much  attention 
were  the  youngest,  an  adorable  set  of 
twin  babies  from  20th  Street.  All  the 
while,  a  little  dog  wearing  a  harness 
wandered  around  between  the  legs  of 
the  assembly. 

Supervisor  Mark  Leno  of  Noe  Valley 
mingled  with  the  folks  until  it  was  time 
for  him  to  speak.  On  behalf  of  the 
Board  of  Supervisors,  he  said,  he  was 
presenting  two  certificates  in  apprecia¬ 
tion  of  the  outstanding  service  rendered 
by  the  late  Audrey  Penn  Rodgers.  One 
was  awarded  to  Audrey’s  daughter,  Jan¬ 
ice  Bracken,  and  the  other  to  her  son. 

Dr.  Timothy  Rodgers. 

It  was  Janice  who  planned  and  actu¬ 
ally  brought  this  project  to  fruition. 

First,  she  commissioned  an  internation¬ 
ally  recognized  sculptor,  J.B.  Blunk,  to 
create  the  redwood  burl  bench.  (That 
would  be  the  easy  part.)  Then  she  spent 
the  next  four  years  wading  through  red 
tape.  But  like  her  mother  before  her,  she 
persisted  and  won  in  the  end. 

Leno  thanked  her  and  her  brother, 
then  concluded  his  remarks,  saying  that 
we  could  be  assured  that  Mayor  Brown 
would  arrive  at  5  p.m. 

At  that  hour,  all  eyes  were  on  the 
shiny  limousine  that  turned  slowly  onto 
our  comer.  The  Honorable  Mayor  Willie 
Brown,  impeccably  dressed  in  a  black 
hat  and  suit,  topped  with  a  fine,  camel- 


colored  alpaca  overcoat  (it  was  chilly!), 
stepped  out  and  proceeded  through  the 
crowd.  He  smiled  ear  to  ear,  chatting 
and  shaking  hands  all  the  way  to  the 
speakers’  sidewalk. 

The  mayor  spoke  of  Audrey’s  many 
contributions  to  the  betterment  of  our 
city,  and  her  beautification  of  the  neigh¬ 
borhoods,  such  as  this  one.  Then  on 
behalf  of  the  City  and  County  of  San 
Francisco,  he  accepted  the  work  of  art, 
the  Audrey  Penn  Rodgers  Memorial 
Bench. 

The  mayor  stayed  on  for  a  while, 
obviously  enjoying  the  occasion  and 
having  a  turn  at  trying  out  the  bench. 
(Later,  we  learned  that  he  had  come 
directly  from  Sacramento  where  he  had 
spoken  for  President  Clinton,  who  had 
been  required  to  stay  in  Washington, 
D.C.,  dealing  with  the  Kosovo  crisis.) 

The  bench  stands  at  street  level  in 
front  of  a  beautifully  landscaped  ease¬ 
ment  on  Sanchez  between  Hill  and  21st 
streets.  It  has  been  carved  from  a  sec¬ 
tion  of  giant  redwood,  smoothed  and 
coated  with  a  glass-like  protective  finish 
that  reveals  the  rich  redwood  tones  in 
the  grain. 

In  April,  the  poppies  around  the 
memorial  began  to  bloom,  and  each 
week  since,  new  touches  of  color  have 
burst  forth.  By  midsummer,  the  garden 
will  be  a  beautiful  sight  to  behold. 

And  for  the  weary,  there  is  a  hand¬ 
some  curved  bench  in  which  to  sit  and 
relax  and  enjoy  the  view  of  the  city  (and 
Mayor  “Sunny  Jim”  Rolph’s  Tudor  cot¬ 
tage  across  the  way).  Audrey  would 
have  loved  it!  □ 
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Neighborhood  Services 


Yoel's 

Hauling 

•  Yard  &  Garage  Cleanup 
•  Dump  Runs 

•  Honest  &  Very  Responsible 


(415)  282-2023 
Pager:  202-6572 


E  A  ELECTRIC 

CA  LIC.  #593027 

Free  Estimates 
Prices  given  on  the  spot! 
Low  Rates 

415. 585.0432 

PAGER:  415.902.4046 


North 

Cal 

Roofing 

Quality  Work  Since  1981 

John  Bailey 
415333-3701 

All  Types 
Free  Estimates 

CA  License  #757164 


HANDiMEN 

H0USECALLS  •  REPAIRS 
RAPID  •  REASONABLE  •  RELIABLE 
CUSTOM  RETROFITTING 
WALLS  •  DOORS  •  WINDOWS  •  FLOORS 
PAINT  •  TILING  •  SHEETR0CK 
MINOR  ELECTRICAL  &  PLUMBING 

826-8766 


Lone  Star  Plumbing 

COPPER  PIPING  •  WATER  HEATERS 
CODE  WORK  •  FIRE  SPRINKLERS 

Victorian  Remodeling  Specialists 
Condo  Conversion  Compliance 

SERVICE  AND  REPAIR 

641-9234 

Noe  Valley  location  since  1977 


Bramble  and  Rose 

GARDEN  DESIGN  &  CONSTRUCTION 
251  Surrey  Street 
San  Francisco.  CA  94131 
TELEPHONE:  4  1  5/356-8900 


FauxWorks 

Painted  Finishes 
Fauxtography  Backgrounds 
Objects  d’Art 
Fauxto  graphs 


[415]  S 24  S  520 
DESIGNER@SIRIUS.CDM 


ATLAS  LANDSCAPES 

AWARD  -  WINNING 
Designers  &  Builders 
of  Unique  Gardens 

Certified  Arborists 
license  #  562324 

(415)  566-5536 


Eddie's 

Painting  Company 

(415)406-6141  CA  Lic.#732759 

Fully  Insured  &  Bonded 

•  Interior  -  Exterior  Pros 

•  Victorian  Specialist 

•  Plaster  Repair  Experts 

•  Lead  Certification 

•  Excellent  Noe/SF  References 
•  Quality  Workmanship  with  Warranty 


QUALITY  CLEANING 
&  HAULING 


Garage,  Basement  & 
Backyard  Services 

FREE  ESTIMATES 


cm 

871-9977 


tk  ROBERT  S 

W  QUALITY  m 
\  PAINTING  F 

PLUMBING 

Interior  •  Exterior  ' 

^  BRIGHT  WINN  - 

Serving  Noe  Valley  since  1985 

“NO  JOB  TOO  SMALL” 

_  (415)671-1500 

Lie.  #526359  553-3838 

tn 

B  a  complete  plumbing  service  <*3? 

Thomas  Steven  Wrobel 

■* - Attorney  at  Law - ► 

For  Personalized  Legal  Services 
Call  648-6677  in  Noe  Valley 

Handling  Wills  &  Trusts, 
Personal  Injury,  Small  Business, 
Landlord  —  Tenant, 
and  Real  Estate  Concerns 


progressive, 
cost-sensitive 
design  for  interior 
and  exterior  reno  - 
vation,  addition 
and  restoration; 
small-scale 
residential  projects, 
welcomed. 


chuck  anthony 
architectural  design 

415  863*8426 


ROGER  R.  RUBIN 

Attorney  and  Counselor  at  Law 

(415)  441  1112 

Law  Chambers 
1155  Pine  Street 
San  Francisco  94109 


Tree  Services 

Bill  Squire,  Arborist 

20  Years  Experience  •  Quality  Service 
Reasonable  Rates 

-y  Free  Estimates 

415  826-6160 
fax  415  643-1254 


OBC  CONSTRUCTION 

^  GENERAL  CONTRACTOR 


FOUNDATION  WORK:  Servmo  SF 

RETAINING  WALLS  Since  1975 

ORYROT 

TERMITE  REPAIRS 
CONCRETE  FOOTINGS  AND  PIERS 

EARTHQUAKE  PROOFING: 

FOUNDATION  BOLTS 
SHEAR  WALLS 
POST/BEAM  HARDWARE 
AND  OTHER  SEISMIC  WORK 


References 

Available 


826-6918 


Free 

Estimates 


calif  , 
LICENSE 
#525753 


Leave  It  To  Nacho 

Cleaning  &  Hauling 


Garage,  Basement  &  Yards 
Construction  Site  Clean-ups 


Free  Estimates— Reasonable  Rates 

650  -  589  •  1425 


Some  services  advertised 
in  the  Noe  Valley  Voice  may 
be  performed  by  individuals 
and  companies  not  licensed 
by  the  State  of  California. 
The  Voice  is  not  responsible 
for  the  services  of  these 
individuals  and  companies. 


Your 

-Business  - 
Tool  Kit 


Define  your  business,  target 
your  market,  and  develop 
marketing  communications 
aimed  at  your  customers. 
One  hour  free  consultation. 
Call  Rene  Griffith,  MBA 
[415]  824-8520 


<JC* 

?  /'  Qardens 

% 

«§!  Design,  Renovation  and 

jBjj  Gardening 

|  m  Sensitive  approach  to 

§%  '  ■.  creating  and  caring  for 

ffl  ^  your  special  retreat  space, 

m  Environmentally 

if  appropriate  plantings  and 

f  organic  garden  methods. 

lie.  # 651703 

Call  Michele  Schaal 

(415)  282- 16 12 

Exposure! 

Advertise  today  in  the 

Noe  Valley  Voice 

239-1114 

(DISPLAY  ADS  ONLY) 


Wallace  Plumbing 

Complete  Plumbing  Service  Co. 


Repairs 


□ 


Repipe 


1 —  w 

.  .  D - T5-J 

Dependable  Workmanship  Guaranteed 

David  M.  Wallace  987-9070 

Lie.  #  703293  Est.  1986 


CAPRICORN  CONSTRUCTION 


T  U  G  G  E  Y'S 

Hardware  for  the  handyperson 
Denny  Giovannoli 

OpenM-F  8:30-6:00 
Sat  9-5 
Sun  11-3 

3885  24th  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94114 
415-282-5081 


Kodiah  Hauling 

Yard  Clearing  ❖  Moving 

Delivery  ❖  Debris  Removal 

Fast,  Friendly  Service 

Free  Estimates 
Always  Negotiable 

*  David  415  643  9920  ❖ 


PEACHES 

PAINTING 

Add  color  to  your  life 

Service  with  care  at  rates  that  are  fair 

2  5  %  o  f  f  with  ad 

Call  641-9434 

Lie  618693 
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MORE  BOOKS  to  READ 


Here’s  a  roundup  of  new  books  at  the  Noe  Valley-Sally  Brunn  Library,  provided  by 
Head  Librarian  Roberta  Greifer  and  Children’s  Librarian  Carol  Small.  The  library  is 
located  at  45 1  Jersey  St.  (near  Castro  Street).  Besides  books  and  periodicals,  the  branch  offers 
CDs,  Internet  access,  and  past  issues  and  an  index  to  the  Noe  Valley  Voice.  Hours  are  Tues¬ 
days,  10  to  9;  Wednesdays,  1  to  9;  Thursdays,  10  to  6;  Fridays,  1  to  6;  and  Saturdays,  noon  to 
6.  To  ask  about  a  book  or  other  materials,  call  695-5095. 


Adult  Fiction 

V  In  The  Dream  Mistress  by  Jenny  Diski,  a 
London  seamstress  who  discovers  a  bag  lady 
close  to  death  imagines  she’s  her  estranged 
mother. 

V  East  of  the  Mountains,  by  David 
Guterson,  the  author  of  Snow  Falling  on 
Cedars,  tells  what  happens  when  Ben 
Givens,  a  widower  diagnosed  with  terminal 
cancer,  ventures  on  a  journey  of  discovery 
through  the  American  West. 

V  Portraying  the  middle  class  of  modem 
India,  Freedom  Song  contains  three  short 
novels  by  Amit  Chaudhuri,  an  Indian  author 
being  published  in  the  U.S.  for  the  first  time. 

V  The  World  and  Other  Places,  by 
Jeanette  Winterson,  author  of  Oranges  Are 
Not  the  Only  Fruit,  contains  17  or  her  new 
short  stories. 

Adult  Nonfiction 

^  In  Home  Town,  author  Tracy  Kidder 
examines  the  town  of  Northampton,  Massa¬ 
chusetts,  and  its  residents. 

V  Time,  Love,  and  Money,  by  Pulitzer  Prize 
winner  Jonathan  Weiner,  describes  the 
genetic  discoveries  of  Seymour  Benzer,  one 
of  the  greatest  biologists  of  the  century. 

V  Work  as  a  Spiritual  Practice,  by  Lewis 
Richmond,  offers  a  practical  Buddhist  ap¬ 
proach  to  job  satisfaction  and  inner  growth. 

Annotations  by  Roberta  Greifer 

Noe  Valley  History  Day 

V  On  Saturday,  June  26,  1  to  5  p.m.,  the 
library  will  host  its  annual  “Nostalgic  Look 
at  Noe  Valley,”  co-sponsored  by  the  East  & 
West  of  Castro  Club  and  the  Friends  of  Noe 
Valley.  Come  meet  new-  and  old-timers,  and 
view  a  film,  photos,  and  other  memorabilia 
stored  in  the  Noe  Valley  Archives.  The  event 
will  feature  cookies  and  refreshments,  a 
magic  show  by  the  Flying  Calamari  Brothers 
(1:30  p.m.),  and  musical  entertainment  by 
Bruce  Sherman  and  others  (2:30  p.m.). 


For  other  library  events,  call  557-4400  or 
visit  the  San  Francisco  Public  Library's 
web  site  at  http://sfpl.lib.ca.us. 


Children’s  Fiction 

In  No,  David!  author-illustrator  David 
Shannon  shows  that  even  a  boy  who  makes 
mischief  again  and  again  and  again  is  still 
loved  by  his  mother.  Ages  3  to  5. 

V  A  traditional  folk  song  is  creatively  and 
joyfully  expanded  upon — until  bedtime,  that 
is — in  A-Hunting  We  Will  Go  by  Steven 
Kellogg.  Ages  3  to  5. 

A  clever  main  character  receives  a 
birthday  present  and  then  uses  it  to  solve  a 
number  of  different  problems  in  Lottie’s 
New  Beach  Towel  by  Petra  Mathers. 

Ages  4  to  5. 

V  Joseph  Slate  (with  the  aid  of  illustrator 
Ashley  Wolff)  helps  children  understand 
important  number  concepts  in  Miss 
Bindergarten  Celebrates  the  100th  Day  of 
Kindergarten.  Ages  4  to  6. 

<£»  In  The  Scrambled  States  of  America, 
Laurie  Keller  shows  that  even  for  land 
masses,  “there’s  no  place  like  home.”  Ages 
5  to  7. 

$  For  one  week  each  summer,  Joe  and  Mary 
Alice  visit  their  grandmother  in  a  small 
town.  Their  eccentric  grandmother  never 
ceases  to  amaze  them  in  A  Long  Way  from 
Chicago  by  Richard  Peck.  Ages  10  and  up. 

Joey  is  making  a  lot  of  progress  in  spite  of 
his  “ADHD”  and  less-than-ideal  home  life, 
in  Joey  Pigza  Swallowed  the  Key  by  Jack 
Gantos.  Ages  10  and  up. 

Children’s  Nonfiction 

George  Ancona  shows  the  reader  that 
people  in  many  different  countries  express 
joy  using  their  own  way  of  dancing  in  Let’s 
Dance! — illustrated  with  Mr.  Ancona’s 
photographs. 

Annotations  by  Carol  Small 

Films  for  Kids 

Sf  The  library  will  show  films  for  children  3 
to  5  on  Tuesday,  June  22,  at  10  and  11  a.m. 

Preschool  Story  Time 

<4’  Kids  3  to  5  can  hear  their  favorite  tales  at 
the  library’s  preschool  story  time,  at  10  a.m. 
on  Tuesdays  June  1,  8,  and  29. 

Infant  and  Toddler  Lapsits 

V  Moms  and  dads  should  bring  their  babies 
for  finger  play  and  lullabies  at  the  Wednes¬ 
day  evening  lapsits,  on  June  2,  9,  23,  and  30. 
The  music  starts  at  7  p.m. 


WOMAN 


OWNED 


BUSINESS 


•  SUBARU  •  TOYOTA  •  NISSAN  •  MAZDA 
♦  HONDA  •  GM  •  FORD  •  CHRYSLER 
Complete  Domestic  and  Foreign  Car  Service  and  Repair 
Tires  •  Alignments  •  Brakes  •  Shocks  •  Suspensions 


550-2400 


Craft  your  Passion 
for  the  Written  Word 


The  Writing  Salon 

415-642-9793 

www.writingsalons.com 


3812  24th  Street,  San  Francisco  282-8080 

June  Events 

Sat.,  June  12,  7  pm 

"Choosing  Summer  Reading  for  Your  Child" 
Seminar 


Tues.,  June  15,  7  pm 

Lawrence  Wescheler 

author  of 

Mr.  Wilson's  Cabinet  of  Wonders 
signs 

Boggs:  a  Comedy  of  Values 

Sat.,  June  19,  11  am 
Father's  Day  Craft  and  Storytime 
make  him  a  special  card  for  his  day! 

Sat.,  June  26,  7  pm 

local  author 

Cara  Black 

signs 

Murder  in  the  Marais 


sense' 


zimv  STUFF 


©  1998  Bill  Griffith 


ZIPPY  STORIES 

Big.  fat.  160  page  col¬ 
lection  includes  most 
of  Zippy's  undergroung 
comix  appearances,  a 
brace  of  syndicated 
strips,  intro  by  Kliban,  | 
more! 

“GET  ME  A  TABLE 
WITHOUT  FLIES, 
HARRY” 


ZIPPY  S  HOUSE 
OF  FUN 

Oversize,  limited  hardcover 
edition  signed  by  Gritty; 
over  200  full-color 
Sundays! 

Yow! 


NATION  OF 

PINHEADS  and  PINDEMONIUM 


160  pages  worth  of  dan,  Zip 

excerpts  from  Griffy  s  trav¬ 
el  sketchbooks:  Armchair 
tourism  at  its  finest! 

ZIPPY  QUARTERLY 

Over  100  recent  &  clas¬ 
sic  strips  in  every  issue 
(including  10-12  full 
color  Sundays)  -  all  pre¬ 
viously  unpublished  in 
book  form! 


Compact.  Garfield-collection  for¬ 
mat  paperbacks  camouflage  mor¬ 
dant  Zippy  strips  galore! 


GRIFFITH 

OBSERVATORY 

Griffy  s  wiched  wit 
unleashed:  No  pinhead 
non-sequiturs,  but  lots 
of  sardonic  observations 
48  pages,  updated  and 
expanded  edition. 


ALSO  AVAILABLE.  THE  COMICS  JOURNAL  #157.  featuring  full-length  Griffy  interview  &  new 
Griffy  cover,  and  ZERO  ZERO  #7.  which  includes  a  new  18-page  story  by  Griffy  BestWorld' 
ORDER  NOW  AND  GET  A  FREE  64  PAGE  FULL-COLOR  CATALOG  OF  COMIX  ART1 


Please  send  me  the  following: 

□  ZIPPY  QUARTERLY 

□  #1  □  #2D#10 

$4  95  ea 

□  #3  □  #4  □  #6  □  #6  □  #7  □  #8  □  #9  □  #11 

□  #12D#13D#14D#15D#16 

$3  50  ea 

□  Zippy's  Home  at  Fan 

$39  95 

□  “Gat  Me  a  TtMe  Without  FHes.  Harry” 

$14  95 

□  Zippy  Stories  ^  fL 

$9  95 

□  Griffith  Observatory  ?  f  vh 

$4  95 

□  Nation  of  Pinheads  C  rVf 

)  $4  95 

□  Pindemomum  'rV' 

$595 

□  The  Comics  Jeeroef  #57,  Gritty  Interview 

$5  00 

□  Zippy  leH  coior  T-Shirt  □  L  □  XL 

$15  95 

□  Zero  Zero  17 

$3  95 

Name 


Address 


CrfT 


Slate /ZIP - 

# 

U  Mastercard 


O  Visa 


expiration  date 


Please  add  $3.00  to  every  order  for  shipping  and  handling.  (Outside  U.S.  $5.00) 
Send  all  orders  to  FANTAGRAPHICS  BOOKS,  DEPT.  Z,  7563  Lake  City  Way,  NE 
Seattle,  WA  98115.  Or  phone  in  your  credit  card  orders  to  800-657-1100. 

Allow  six  to  eight  weeks  for  delivery  of  your  books. 
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Great  Horses  for  Lease.  Available  in  Golden  Gate 
Park  and  Pacifica.  Experienced  and  interested  rid¬ 
ers  call  641-1863. 

Dominican  Guild  Garage  Sale.  To  benefit  the 
Dominican  Sisters.  Saturday.  June  12,  1999,  from 
10  a.m.  to  5  p.m.  in  the  ICA  Cafeteria  at  24th  and 
Guerrero  Street. 

Who  Are  Paul  and  Judy?  They  are  experts  at 
finding  easy  and  fun  ways  to  make  a  second  income 
for  people.  Call  today  at  (415)  267-4891. 

Noe  Valley  Based  Landscape  Contractor  seeks 
experienced  professional  for  pan-time  office  work 
and  support  of  field  activities.  Responsibilities  include 
accounting,  marketing  support,  client  and  vendor  in¬ 
teractions,  and  many  other  tasks.  Competitive  com¬ 
pensation,  benefits,  and  flexible  schedule  provided. 
Please  fax  your  resume  to  (415)  821-3779. 

Meeting  Someone  Has  Never  Been  this  much  fun! 
The  Meeting  Game.™  A  new  way  to  meet  that  spe¬ 
cial  someone!  Large  salons  monthly.  24-hour  re¬ 
corded  information:  (415)  789-7887.  wwwMeeting 
Game.com. 

Too  Many  Papers?  Too  Little  Time?  Call  Margo 
Rila,  861-4551.  Home  and  office  organizer.  Rea¬ 
sonable  rates.  References. 

The  Artist’s  Way.  Six-week  summer  intensive  for 
blocked  creatives.  $10  per  week;  small  classes  and 
outdoor  classrooms.  Wednesday,  June  23, 6:30  p.m. 
(415)  206-0706,  Susan  LaFranchi-Madonich. 

Integral  Yoga  Institute  Barbecue  and  Open 
House.  Come  celebrate  the  spirit  of  Integral  Yoga. 
Sunday.  June  27.  Hatha  Yoga  9:30-11  a.m.,  wor¬ 
ship  service  11  a.m.- 12:30  p.m.,  lunch  1  p.m.  All 
events  free.  RSVP  by  June  23  if  coming  for  lunch. 
770  Dolores  St.  (415)  821-1117. 

Dream  Study  Group  meeting  twice  a  month.  Use 
your  dreams  to  tap  into  the  wisdom  of  the  uncon¬ 
scious.  Ongoing  group,  but  need  a  commitment  of 
six  to  eight  meetings.  Free!  For  further  information 
call  Philip  Gerrie,  C.H.T.,  at  641-7457. 

Charlie  the  Phone  Guy.  Residence  and  business 
telephone  systems,  fax/modem  lines,  office-in¬ 
home.  Dead  phone  jacks  brought  back  to  life!  Sep¬ 
arate  jacks  for  roommates.  Free  estimates.  Noe  Val¬ 
ley  resident.  Call  641-8654. 

Fog  City  Dog  now  accepting  clients  for  canine  ex¬ 
ercise  group.  Noe  Valley  resident.  Reasonable  rates, 
senior  discounts.  Bonded.  Lou,  824-9374. 


Laughing  Meditation.  This  fun  workshop  involves 
some  Hatha  Yoga  poses,  extended  conscious  laugh¬ 
ter,  followed  by  a  silent  meditation.  Dress  for  Hatha 
Yoga,  bring  a  towel,  and  expect  to  have  a  won¬ 
derful,  fun  time.  Tuesday,  June  22,  6  to  7:30  p.m., 
$8.  Integral  Yoga  Institute,  770  Dolores  St.  (415) 
821-1117. 

Stereo  Repair:  Save  time,  money!  Offering  in- 
home  repairs  at  reasonable  rates.  Formerly  with 
Pacific  Stereo,  now  serving  the  San  Francisco  com¬ 
munity  for  12  years.  Evening/weekend  appoint¬ 
ments  available.  Thorough,  conscientious,  guaran¬ 
tee,  references.  Gene’s  Sound  Service,  553-375 1 . 

Artists/Performers/Writers  at  all  levels:  An  on¬ 
going  support  group,  workshops,  and  individual 
consultations  designed  to  enhance  your  creative  life 
are  available  in  Noe  Valley.  Call  Robert  Ressler, 
Ph.D.,  (415)  289-2212. 


For  your  convenience, 

the  Noe  Valley  Voice 
Class  Ads 

are  posted  on  our  web  site. 
Our  stories  are  there,  too. 
www.noevalleyvoice.com 


CLASS  ADS 


Piano  Lessons  for  Kids.  Noe  Valley-based  musi¬ 
cian  with  B.A.  and  M.M.  in  music  and  pedagogy  ac¬ 
cepting  beginning  students.  15  years'  experience. 
Carla,  (415)648-3651. 

Housesitting  with  TLC.  Return  home  certain  your 
pets  and  plants  were  cherished  by  meticulous,  de¬ 
pendable  Joanne.  (510)  653-4103. 

Home,  Apartment,  Office  ...  Cleaning.  Excellent 
references.  Offering  service  seven  days  a  week.  You 
can  count  on  me!  Call  Val,  (415)  643-8820. 

Professional,  Ethical  Counseling.  Clairvoyance, 
astrology,  numerology,  tarot.  Experienced,  afford¬ 
able.  Phone  or  in  person.  Free  15  minutes.  Anna, 
(415)826-7190. 

Housecleaning.  Experienced,  references,  responsi¬ 
ble.  Contact  Nelma  at  (650)  742-0289;  paging 
(415)  338-8372. 


Tuscany  Hilltop  B&B.  Beautifully  restored  farm¬ 
house  in  Maremma  National  Park,  delicious  local 
food,  beaches,  sports,  historical  tours,  cooking. . . . 
Martine,  (415)  648-2630. 

Antique  Oak  Hutch.  Glass  doors  with  two  shelves. 
Good  condition.  (415)  282-0744. 

Want  to  Take  Your  Visiting  Friends  and  relatives 
to  offbeat  places  in  S.F.?  Visit  the  Untourist  online. 
It’s  free,  a  lot  of  fun,  and  a  new  destination  is  fea¬ 
tured  every  week.  Use  AOL  keyword  “Untourist,” 
or  this  web  address:,  http:llhome.digitalcity.com/ 
sanfranciscol  untourist. 

Noe  Valley  Home  for  Rent.  Furnished.  Available 
September  1999  through  June  2000.  Three  bed¬ 
room,  two  bath.  $3,475  per  month.  Beautiful  Vic¬ 
torian,  circa  1908,  on  a  picturesque,  quiet  street.  Re¬ 
modeled  with  modem  kitchen,  living  room,  formal 
dining  room,  family  room,  study,  garage,  deck,  and 
back  yard.  Comfortably  furnished  for  couple  or 
family  with  children.  Call  (415)  826-1770. 

Mommy  Express  Yourself.  Art  therapy  group  for 
moms  now  forming:  weekly,  in  Noe  Valley,  time  to 
be  arranged.  Facilitated  by  Jana  Silverman,  M.A., 
Art  Therapy,  M.F.C.C.  Intern  (#IMF  34464)  Super¬ 
vised  by  Julie  Albert,  M.F.C.C.  (MFT  28884).  (415) 
773-8124. 

Petsitting.  Exceptional  TLC  for  your  pets!  Need 
help  with  ferals?  Experienced,  plus!  Reasonable. 
Carole  and  Barbara,  (415)  863-3318. 

We  Do  Windows!  Window  and  blind  cleaning. 
Also  pressure  washing,  gutter  cleaning  and  repair. 
Thorough  and  reliable.  References.  Call  John,  (415) 
378-5368. 

Counseling:  Start  Your  Healing  Journey.  Gentle, 
practical,  individual  and  couples  therapy  by  expe¬ 
rienced  M.F.C.C.  intern.  Sliding  scale.  Free  15- 
minute  phone  consultation.  Lesbian/gay/bi/straight 
welcome.  Noe  Valley.  Julie  DePinna  Armer,  M.A., 
registered  M.F.C.C.  intern  supervised  and  employed 
by  Cate  Potyen,  M.F.C.C.  Call  (415)  882-1161. 

Time  for  Your  Housecleaning.  Weekly,  bi-week¬ 
ly,  monthly,  and  periodic  housecleaning  available. 
Reasonable  rates,  free  estimates.  Experienced  with 
references.  (415)  642-6168. 

Quaint  “Victorian  Garden”  B&B  near  26th  and 
Sanchez.  Private  and  ground  level,  living  room,  fire¬ 
place,  bathroom,  bedroom  with  queen-size  bed,  of¬ 
fice  nook,  flower-filled  patio/garden,  laundry  facil¬ 
ities,  phone,  sound  system,  cable  TV,  plentiful 
breakfast  items.  Apartment  is  lovely  and  quiet. 
Two-night  minimum.  Call  206-0202. 

Mac  or  iMac  Computer?  Need  Help?  I  can . .  .help 
you  clean  up  your  computer,  teach  you  how  to  get 
online  and  send  e-mail,  teach  you  how  to  surf  the 
Web,  help  you  build  a  web  page,  etc.  I  am  the 
tech  coordinator  at  a  private  elementary  school. 
Evenings  and  weekends  in  your  home.  64 1  -7062. 


Easeful  Techniques  for  Stressful  Times.  Using  the 
rich  variety  of  guidelines  available  in  Yoga,  we  learn 
to  take  charge  of  stressful  situations  rather  than  be¬ 
ing  controlled  by  them.  These  workshops  explore 
the  ways  we  react  to  stress  and  how  we  can  put 
Yogic  guidelines  to  work  for  us  so  we  can  be  more 
easeful,  peaceful,  and  dynamic.  Tuesday,  June  8, 
6  to  7:30  p.m.  $8.  Integral  Yoga  Institute,  770  Do¬ 
lores  St.  (415)  821-11 1"7. 

Fluoride,  Chlorine,  Cryptosporidium  water  fil¬ 
tration  systems.  Sink,  full  house,  and  shower. 
(415)248-1869. 

Are  You  Feeling  Blocked  by  depression,  trauma, 
grief,  fear?  Skilled,  caring  therapy  to  heal  emotional 
wounds,  discover  new  directions,  revitalize  relation¬ 
ships.  Jennifer  Feeley,  M.A.,  registered  M.F.C.C.  in¬ 
tern,  trained  in  Jungian  dream  analysis  and  career/ 
midlife  transitions.  Sliding  scale,  individuals,  cou¬ 
ples,  all  persuasions  welcome.  (415)  241-8860. 

Morgenstern  &  Son  Hauling.  Dump  runs.  Discount 
for  salvageables.  Free  estimates.  Call  902-8026 
anytime.  Small  job?  Pager  Nick,  560-3637. 

Home  Heating  Specialist.  Warm  air  furnaces,  duct¬ 
work,  chimneys  installed,  replaced.  Problem  sys¬ 
tems  improved,  quieted.  Fifteen  years  serving  Noe 
Valley.  Licensed.  Call  Larry  Fitzsimmons,  826-0308. 

Deep  Relaxation  Workshop.  Leant  how  to  use 
deep  relaxation  in  creative  ways  to  release  physical 
and  mental  tension,  patterns  of  stress,  as  well  as  con¬ 
serve  energy  in  your  daily  life.  This  workshop  will 
include  an  extended  deep  relaxation,  visualization, 
breathing  practices,  and  a  short  meditation.  Tues¬ 
day,  June  1 , 6-7:30  p.m.  $8.  Integral  Yoga  Institute, 
770  Dolores  St.  (415)  821-1117. 

Gardening.  Consultations,  design,  and  renova¬ 
tions.  Expert  planting,  pruning,  and  maintenance 
using  organic  methods.  626-1258. 

A  Positive  View.  Counseling,  psychotherapy,  care 
management  to  help  people  manage  eyesight  loss. 
Home  visits.  Medicare  accepted,  negotiable  fee. 
(Medicare  Provider  ZZZ36612Z,  L.C.S.W.  14086.) 
Call  (415)334-1984. 

Housecleaning.  Experienced  and  responsible.  Ex¬ 
cellent  references.  Free  estimates.  Call  Luiza,  (415) 
863-4764. 

Phil’s  Window  Cleaning  Service.  Reliable/cour¬ 
teous.  Free  estimates  for  residential/commercial. 
668-8310. 

Furniture  Wanted.  1  need  old  and  antique  dressers, 
tables,  desks,  etc.  Any  condition.  Paying  cash. 
Karen,  647-6157. 

A  Cheap  Way  to  Buy  a  House!  Commissioned 
watercolors  from  $85,  plus  tax.  Specializing  in 
houses,  gardens,  and  views  of  San  Francisco.  Free 
consultation  with  no  obligation.  You’ll  see  samples 
of  my  work  and  we’ll  discuss  your  idea  for  a  paint¬ 
ing.  Call  Susan  Stemau  at  285-0696. 

Word  Processing  (expertise:  legal/medical).  Audio/ 
videotape  transcription,  editing,  resumes  and  letter 
composition,  including  complaint  letters.  24-hour 
phone-in  dictation  system  available.  Dena  Reiner, 
(415)  821-4661. 

Garden  Suite  Short-Term  Rental.  Noe  Valley.area 
with  #24  bus  at  comer.  Furnished  three  rooms,  view, 
deck,  rose  garden.  Private  entrance.  Quiet,  cozy,  and 
very  private.  Perfect  for  guests  that  you  don’t  have 
room  for.  (415)  826-1016. 


Prenatal  Yoga.  Yoga  stretches,  breathing  practices, 
and  deep  relaxation  can  assist  you  in  maintaining  an 
easeful,  peaceful,  and  joyous  pregnancy.  Please  call 
Elizabeth  at  931-7291  to  register  for  this  class.  Six 
Mondays,  beginning  June  21,  7:30  to  9  p.m.  $48. 
Integral  Yoga  Institute,  770  Dolores  St.  Call  (415) 
821-1117. 

English  Lessons  (all  ages)  and  tutoring  (all  sub¬ 
jects)  for  K-5th  grade.  Credentialed  teacher:  Tere¬ 
sa,  (415)  863-1356. 


Carpentry,  Ceramic  Tile,  Drywall,  decks,  finish 
carpentry,  hardwood  floor  refinishing,  painting. 
Reasonable  prices,  good  references,  free  estimates. 
Call  Brad,  627-4065. 

Housecleaning.  Experienced.  Excellent  references. 
Own  car.  $  15/hour.  (650)  992-0538,  Gil. 

Reiki — N  urture  Your  Soul,  heal  your  self  with  this 
gentle,  sacred  form  of  hands-on  healing.  Anke, 
R.N.,  Reiki  master,  Shiatsu  massage  practitioner. 
Both  practices  are  strictly  nonsexual,  and  you  re¬ 
main  fully  clothed.  (415)  346-4503. 

Computer  Confused?  Personalized  help  with  PC 
and  MAC  problems.  Software,  Internet,  e-mail, 
bookkeeping,  Web  design.  Free  needs  assessment. 
(415)  350-2835. 

Upholstery.  We  repair,  rebuild,  and  recover  over¬ 
stuffed  chairs,  ottomans,  sofas,  and  dining  chairs. 
Free  estimates,  reasonable  rates.  Jorge  Meraz-Baca, 
282-2256. 

Gentle  Yoga.  Simple  stretches,  yoga  postures,  deep 
relaxation,  and  breathing  techniques  to  gently 
stretch  and  strengthen  the  body.  Beginners  welcome. 
Bring  a  towel,  loose  clothing,  and  empty  stomach. 
Sundays,  9:30  to  1 1  a.m.  $8  ($5  for  first  class  and 
seniors).  Integral  Yoga  Institute,  770  Dolores  St. 
(415)821-1117. 

Relocating?  We  take  the  frazzle  out  of  moving. 
From  packing  to  setup,  we  handle  all  the  details  of 
your  move.  Call  for  a  free  consultation.  ShipShape, 
550-0658. 

Licensed  Painter.  Small  and  large  jobs.  Interior 
and  exterior.  Also  plaster  repair.  Please  call  Ed  at 
995-4666.  License  497-214.  Free  estimates. 

Overworked,  Unemployed,  Misemployed?  I’ll 
help  you  clarify  your  ideal  career,  build  an  action 
plan,  and  follow  through  to  transform  your  dreams 
into  reality.  Workshops  and  individual  consulta¬ 
tions.  Deborah  Gavrin  Frangquist,  (415)  642-0225, 
workpath@ix.netcom.com. 


Housecleaner  Available.  12  years’  experience.. 
Wonderful  references.  English  speaking,  own  car. 
Call  Rosane  at  885-2215. 

Vacation  Room  Rental,  upper  Noe  Valley.  Clean, 
safe,  comfortable.  Ideal  for  visiting  family.  (415) 
821-4890. 

Solution-Focused  Therapy  works  in  relatively 
brief  agreements  (12  sessions  or  fewer,  possibly 
renewable),  building  on  your  self-knowledge.  My 
skills  provide  questions  that  help  you  define  goals, 
release  obstacles,  and  clarify  or  change  your  indi¬ 
vidual  process.  (A  modified  version  is  offered  to 
couples.)  I’m  a  well-aged  former  educator,  percep¬ 
tive,  intuitive,  flexible,  anti-racist,  well-respected; 
who  has  seen  heard  and  experienced  a  broad 
range  of  life’s  challenges  (25  years  as  a  counselor). 
Love  my  work!  Upper  Glen  Park,  San  Francisco: 
parking,  buses,  BART.  Jeanne  Adleman,  M.A., 
(415)  585-0666. 

Property  Owners!  Thinking  about  remodeling  or 
adding  to  a  building  or  constructing  a  new  building? 
Get  the  input  your  project  needs  from  an  experi¬ 
enced  architect.  Call  Mike  Hager  at  285-7409.  In 
Noe  Valley  since  1981;  27  years  experience.  Free 
initial  consultation. 

Yerba  Buena  Ayurveda.  Full-service  Ayurvedic 
center.  Enhance  your  health  and  well-being.  Dietary 
and  lifestyle  consultations.  Massage.  Herbal  steams. 
Classes  and  workshops.  Gift  certificates.  Call  (415) 
440-0109. 

Ixtapa,  Mexico.  Two-bedroom,  two-bath  bungalow 
available  all  year  near  beach  and  hotels.  $300/week. 
(415)641-5636. 

Trees,  shrubs,  hedges.  Professional  arborist,  neigh¬ 
borhood  resident.  Twenty+  years  experience.  Free 
estimates,  reasonable  rates.  Call  with  any  garden 
questions.  Bill  Squire,  826-6160. 

Hauling.  Schlepper  Bros.  Fast,  fair,  and  fantastic. 
Yogic,  caring,  and  brave.  Y2K,  sustainability  ac¬ 
tivist.  824-4214. 
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LEARN  TO  MAKE  MUSIC! 

Private  lessons  in  29  instruments  •  Theory  Classes  •  Performing  Ensembles 
All  Ages  &  Skill  Levels  •  Fees  on  Sliding  Scale 

415/647  6015  FOR  A  FREE  CATALOG  CALL  NOW  415/2214515 

54 4  Capp  St  Richmond  District  Branch 

San  Francisco  CA  941 1 0  741  -30th  Ave 

www.sfmusic.org  San  Francisco,  CA  94 1 2 1 
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Ji and  crafted  facials 

using  botanical  ingredients 

‘ZJeep  pore  cleansing  facials 

Slycolic  and  acne  treatments 

-^Take-ups,  waxing,  and  tints 

31  full  line  of  facial  and 
body  care  products 

Celex-C™  distributor 

Sift  certificates  available 


Gall  for  information 

'. yieslfielician :  fPailie  Gerrie  an<^ appointment 

Seventeen  years  experience  415.285.4868 
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Mother/Baby  Yoga.  This  six-week  class  is  for  new 
mothers  and  pre-crawling  newborns.  It  includes 
gentle  stretching,  chanting,  breathing,  deep  relax¬ 
ation,  sharing,  and  discussion.  Preregistration  is  re¬ 
quired.  Please  call  Madhuri  at  (415)  821-1117.  Six 
Wednesdays,  beginning  June  23,  9:30  to  1 1  a.m. 
$48.  Integral  Yoga  Institute,  770  Dolores  St. 

Home  and  Office  Cleaning.  Experienced,  great 
references,  reasonable  rates.  Elli,  (650)  872-0906. 

Personal  Fitness  Trainer.  One-on-one  training  at 
the  gym  or  your  home.  20  years  experience.  Best  in 
San  Francisco!  First  lesson  half  price.  No  gimmicks, 
just  results.  Make  an  appointment  and  you’re  on 
your  way.  Call  Ken,  552-0349. 

Writing,  Editing,  and  Proofreading  Assistance. 

Noe  Valley  resident  available  to  help  with  business, 
personal,  or  academic  materials.  Call  Kimberly, 
826-4696. 


Substance  Abuse  Counseling.  Confidential.  Com¬ 
passionate,  certified.  Bernal  Heights  location.  Eric 
Denner,  M.B.A.,  C.A.D.C.  (415)  824-4541. 

Bed  and  Breakfast  in  Noe  Valley.  Parents  or 
friends  coming,  and  no  room  for  them?  Have  them 
stay  in  a  lovely  two-room  apartment  with  private 
entrance  and  bathroom,  fireplace,  kitchen,  antique 
furnishings.  Convenient  to  24th  Street  and  J-Church 
line.  Oliver  House,  (415)  695-0700. 

Kripalu  Yoga.  Mixed-level  class  for  inner  balance, 
relaxation,  and  well-being.  Beginners  welcome. 
Bring  blanket,  pillow,  loose  clothing.  Second,  third, 
fourth,  and  fifth  Mondays,  6  to  7:30  p.m.  $12  drop- 
in  or  $40  for  4  classes;  first  class  free.  Bethany 
Church,  1268  Sanchez  at  Clipper.  (650)  742-2558. 

Telephone  wiring  and  jacks  for  your  home  or  busi¬ 
ness;  37  years  of  experience.  Call  Gene,  826-8419. 

Body  Work  by  Bruce.  Noe  Valley/Calistoga-based 
massage  therapist  now  taking  clients:  specializing 
in  deep  tissue  and  therapeutic  massage.  Licensed. 
Has  space/can  come  to  you.  (415)  648-3651. 

Guitar  Lessons.  Noe  Valley,  Bernal  Heights.  For¬ 
mer  Pickle  Family  Circus  music  director,  composer 
of  Academy  Award-winning  film.  B.A.  Berklee,  20 
years  of  teaching  experience.  All  ages,  beginners 
welcome.  Fun,  reasonable.  Mark,  282-8244. 

Flute  Lessons.  Noe  Valley-based  flutist  with  B.A. 
and  M.M.  in  music  and  pedagogy,  accepting  stu¬ 
dents  of  all  ages  and  levels.  Fifteen  years  experi¬ 
ence.  Carla,  (415)  648-3651. 

The  Writing  Salon  Will  Offer  Saturday  writing 
workshops  on  the  following  topics  this  month:  June 
5,  writing  book  proposals;  June  12,  creating  fiction 
from  personal  reality;  June  19,  writing  children’s 
books;  and  June  26,  travel  writing.  All  workshops 
run  from  10  a.m.  to  4  p.m.,  are  limited  to  a  maxi¬ 
mum  of  12  people,  cost  $75  to  $100,  and  take  place 
in  Bernal  Heights  (near  Cortland  Avenue).  Our  next 
session  of  eight-week  evening  classes  begins  July 
12  and  runs  through  August.  To  get  onto  our  mail¬ 
ing  list  and  receive  complete  course  descriptions  for 
all  of  our  weeknight  classes  and  Saturday  work¬ 
shops,  call  (415)  642-9793  or  visit  our  web  site  at 
www.writingsalons  .com. 


Looking  for  a  15-Year-Experienced,  reliable, 
bonded  housecleaner?  Stop  your  search!  Call  KJ 
now  at  (415)  285-3014. 
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Skilled,  Caring  Psychotherapy  to  heal  emotional 
wounds,  discover  new  directions,  revitalize  relation¬ 
ships.  Jennifer  Feeley,  M.A. ,  M.F.C.C.  (MFC35307), 
specializing  in  depression,  creative  blocks,  career  and 
midlife  transitions.  Sliding  scale.  (415)  241-8860. 

Learn  Spanish  with  us!  Call  WEEKEND  en 
espanol®  (415)923-0754. 

Goals  Coaching  Works  For:  Financial  security, 
higher  education,  career  advancement,  lifestyle 
changes,  entrepreneurs,  right  livelihood,  balanced 
living,  spiritual  practices.  Leant  to  align  values  with 
desires.  Break  through  limiting  blocks.  Gain  clari¬ 
ty  and  release  creativity.  Reasonable  rates.  Private 
sessions.  Peer  training  for  partners  and  groups. 
(415)695-9066. 


CLASS  ADS 


Save  This  Advertisement!  David’s  Reliable  House¬ 
cleaning.  Call  for  appointment,  (415)  282-4047. 

Meditation  Workshop.  A  practical  workshop  that 
will  enable  you  to  begin  earnest  meditation  on  your 
own.  A  clear  understanding  of  what  meditation  is, 
how  it  works,  and  how  to  make  it  an  enjoyable  daily 
experience  will  be  presented.  Tuesday,  June  1 5, 6  to 
7:30  p.m.  $8.  Integral  Yoga  Institute,  770  Dolores 
St.  (415)  821-1117. 

Stressless  Housecleaning.. .because  life’s  hectic 
enough.  Superior  quality.  Customized  cleaning. 
Free  estimates.  Call  Jeanine,  564-2877. 


Need  an  Extra  Bedroom/Bath  for  visiting  relatives 
or  friends?  Rent  ours.  No  frills.  Low  cost.  282-2550. 

Piano  Lessons  for  children  and  adults.  Beginning 
and  intermediate  levels.  Classical  music  and  theory 
instruction  from  a  patient,  experienced  teacher  in 
Noe  Valley.  Elva,  (415)  285-5769. 

Superlative  Word  Processing.  Experienced  pro¬ 
fessional.  B.A.  English,  M.S.W.  Understandable 
advice.  Business,  medical,  academic,  legal,  resumes, 
manuscripts.  Expert  editing.  Fax  machine.  Laser 
printing.  Good  rates.  Call  anytime.  824-7736. 

Drop-in  Hatha  Yoga.  Leant  yoga  postures,  deep  re¬ 
laxation,  and  breathing  techniques.  Beginners  wel¬ 
come.  Bring  a  towel,  loose  clothing,  and  empty 
stomach.  Classes  daily.  Phone  824-9600  for  the 
class  schedule.  $8  ($5  for  first  class  and  seniors).  In¬ 
tegral  Yoga  Institute,  770  Dolores  St. 

Studio  with  View  and  Parking.  Short-  or  long¬ 
term  lease.  Eureka/Noe  Valley.  (415)  826- 1 1 58. 

Living  Tai  Chi  Chuan  of  Noe  Valley.  Unique 
approach  for  holistic  balance.  Beginners  Tuesday 
and  Thursday,  6  p.m.  $5  introduction,  Noe  Valley 
Ministry,  1021  Sanchez.  Friday  morning,  Douglass 
Park,  10  a.m.  to  noon,  Douglass  at  Clipper.  Chris 
Sequeira,  practicing  since  1973.  (650)  756-6857; 
(415)  773-8185. 

Overwhelmed  by  Clutter,  Bills,  Closets?  Profes¬ 
sional  organizing  team  to  the  rescue.  We  offer  ex¬ 
pert,  simple  solutions  to  what  goes  where.  Desks, 
closets,  relocations,  garages,  kitchens,  filing  sys¬ 
tems,  and  more.  Free  phone  consultation.  Call  Ship- 
Shape,  550-0658. 

Noe’s  Nest.  Located  in  the  heart  of  Noe  Valley,  your 
home  away  from  home.  A  number  of  uniquely 
decorated  rooms  with  private  bath,  TV,  VCR,  CD 
players,  telephone  (free  local  calls),  and  voice  mail. 
Some  have  private  entrances;  views;  decks;  work¬ 
ing  fireplaces;  steam  room;  hot  mb  and  aquariums. 
Let’s  not  forget  the  Brooklyn  Breakfast  Buffet.  Price 
range  $95  to  $160.  Parents,  children,  and  friends 
warmly  welcomed.  (415)  821-0751. 

Handyman/Carpenter.  Repair  a  door,  hang  a 
kitchen  cabinet,  remodel  a  closet,  add  a  room,  build 
a  fence  or  a  deck,  or  even  trim  a  tree.  I’m  skilled  and 
do  good  work  at  reasonable  prices.  Robert,  550-4055. 

Kirtan  /Chanting.  Kirtan  is  chanting  of  spiritual 
mantras,  sounds,  songs,  and  names  in  the  Sanskrit 
language.  Accompanied  by  drums  and  other  rhythm 
instruments,  kirtan  is  the  joyful  spiritual  path. 
Friday,  June  11,  7:30  to  9:30  p.m.,  by  donation. 
Integral  Yoga  Institute,  770  Dolores  St.  (415) 
821-1117. 

Cleaninghouse.  Home,  office,  apartment,  and 
apartment  building  maintenance  cleaning.  Regular, 
one-time.  Moving  in,  moving  out?  Spring  cleaning! 
Roger  Miller,  664-05 1 3. 

Pet  Care.  Does  Rover  need  a  pet  sitter?  Exercise? 

A  ride  to  the  vet?  Positively  Pets  can  help!  Expert 
care  for  all  pets.  Ten  years  experience.  Bonded.  Ref¬ 
erences.  Senior  discounts.  647-2463. 

Transform  Your  Jungle  into  a  paradise.  Pruning, 
cleanups,  planting,  lawns,  irrigation,  maintenance. 
Call  Jorge  at  826-7840  for  free  estimates.  Remem¬ 
ber,  it’s  pruning  time. 


Sublet:  Charming  Upper  Noe  Valley  Flat  avail¬ 
able  August  6  to  September  3.  Loft  bed,  garden, 
laundry.  $  1 ,700.  643-0234. 

Piano  Lessons  in  Noe  Valley:  Learn  piano  with 
patient,  supportive  teacher.  Lessons  tailored  to  indi¬ 
vidual  goals.  Music  degree  and  20  years  of  teaching 
experience.  Ear  training,  theory,  classical  or  popular 
repertoire,  MIDI  lab.  Barbara  Bannett,  648-1007. 

Liz’s  Unique  Bed  and  Breakfast.  Old  world  charm 
at  affordable  rates.  Guests  will  awaken  to  the 
fragrance  of  homemade  delicacies  and  fresh  ground 
coffee.  Call  Liz,  a  gracious  and  knowledgeable 
hostess.  (415)  648-2515. 

Tax  Preparation  and  Consulting.  My  1 1  -year-old 
practice  consists  largely  of  self-employed  individ¬ 
uals,  many  of  whom  are  artists  or  musicians.  I  also 
specialize  in  helping  non-filers,  audit  representa¬ 
tion,  offers-in-compromise,  and  pre-bankruptcy  tax 
planning.  Call  Alan  Steger,  E.A.,  (415)  387-3057. 

Rental  Short-Term:  Noe  Valley  view  location; 
two  guest  suites  with  furnished  living/bedroom 
areas,  private  baths,  private  phone  lines,  private 
entrances;  shared  kitchen/laundry;  ideal  for  visit¬ 
ing  family/friends,  business  travelers;  weekly, 
monthly  rates.  285-7189. 

Gourmet  Vegetarian  Cuisine  delivered  to  your 
doorstep.  Diverse  menus,  naturally  low  in  fat, 
cholesterol,  and  salt.  Treat  yourself  right!  Gift  cer¬ 
tificates  available.  For  a  monthly  menu  call  Jane, 
826-2 1 33;  www.sirius.com/~scottslfljane.hlml. 

Tax  Preparation  for  individuals,  financial  services 
for  travelers  and  the  distracted.  Enrolled  agent  li¬ 
censed  to  represent  clients  before  the  IRS.  Reason¬ 
able  rates.  $10  discount  with  this  ad.  (415) 
695-1819.  Gretchen  Beck,  E.A. 

Medical  Insurance.  Free  quotes  for  individuals, 
families,  and  businesses.  ‘A’  rated  plans,  Alterna¬ 
tive  Care,  Blue  Cross/Shield,  Medicare  Supple¬ 
ments,  Long-Term  Care  Insurance.  Let  an  expert  as¬ 
sist  you  at  no 'extra  cost!  Call  Bill  Hannant. 
647-7012.  License  0723231. 

Housecleaning  Since  1979.  Many  original  cus¬ 
tomers,  Call  Richard,  255-0389. 


Vacation  Retreat  for  Noe  Valleyans.  Calistoga/ 
St.  Helena  area.  Three  bedrooms,  two  baths, 
sleeps  six  (maximum);  large  decks  with  views  of 
stream/forest;  fireplace  with  wood  supplied; 
30  acres,  trails,  all-year  stream;  $250/two-nighi 
weekend,  $275/three-night  weekend,  $75/night 
midweek  with  two-night  minimum;  $500/week; 
$  1,500/month.  Ten  percent  discount  to  all  repeat 
guests.-647-3052. 

Dances  of  Universal  Peace.  An  evening  filled  with 
beautiful  dances  and  song  in  which  everyone  par¬ 
ticipates  in  celebrating  the  major  religious  tradi¬ 
tions,  Friday,  June  25,  7:30  to  9  p.m.  $8.  Integral 
Yoga  Institute,  770  Dolores  St.  (415)  821-1117. 

Dog  Walking  Service  or  San  Francisco  — cele¬ 
brating  our  28th  anniversary  serving  Noe  Valley  and 
San  Francisco!  (415)  731-0120. 

Garage  for  Rent  Ideal  space  for  carpenter,  me¬ 
chanic,  et  al  to  store  tools,  supplies. .  .the  extra  car. 
$120  per  month.  641-7092. 

All  Things  Macintosh:  Troubleshooter  for  hire! 
Solve  mysterious  freezes.  Improve  performance. 
Software  support,  tutoring,  and  more.  References 
Roslyn,  (510)  526-1209. 

Walkin  Waggin  Pet  and  Plant  Care  by  Carla.  Noe 
Valley  resident  10  years.  Love  and  anention  for  all 
pets:  walks,  play,  and/or  sitting.  Health  care,  feed¬ 
ing,  and  hygiene.  Services  for  all  animals  (fish, 
birds,  and  horses,  too).  Responsible,  mature,  fun, 
and  smart.  Animal  caretaker/owner  with  lifetime 
experience.  References!  415-648-3651. 

Mobile  Notary  Public.  Fluent  Spanish.  Evenings, 
weekends,  and  holidays.  Jackie,  (415)  467-3467. 


The  Scoop  on  Class  Ads 
In  the  Noe  Valley  Voice 

It's  easy.  Just  type  or  print  the 
text  of  your  ad,  multiply  the  num 
ber  of  words  by  30<  a  word, 
and  send  us  a  check  or  money 
order  for  the  total  amount.  (Note 
that  phone  numbers,  including  area 
code,  count  as  just  one  word.) 

Then  mail  your  ad  copy  and  check, 
made  out  to  the  Noe  Valley  Voice, 
so  that  we  receive  it  by  the  1 5th 
of  the  month  before  the  month 
you’d  like  to  advertise  in. 

The  address  is  Noe  Valley  Voice 
Class  Ads,  1021  Sanchez  Street, 
San  Francisco,  CA  94114. 

10  for  10  Discount:  The  Noe 

Valley  Voice  publishes  a  news  edi¬ 
tion  10  months  a  year.  (We’re  on 
vacation  in  January  and  August.)  If 
you  place  the  same  class  ad  in  10 
issues,  you  are  entitled  to  a  10  per¬ 
cent  discount.  To  figure  your  cost, 
deduct  10  percent  from  the  total 
amount  due  for  10  issues. 

The  next  Noe  Valley  Voice  will  be 
the  July/August  double  issue,  dis¬ 
tributed  July  1.  The  deadline 
for  Class  Ads  is  June  15. 

Sorry,  the  Voice  is  unable  to  accept 
Class  Ads  by  phone  or  e-mail  at 
this  time.  But  there’s  one  consola¬ 
tion:  The  ads  are  displayed  on  our 
web  site  at  no  extra  charge: 
www.noevalleyvoice.com. 

Class  advertisers  should  keep  in 
mind  that  only  the  first  few  words 
of  the  ad  (not  to  exceed  one  line  of 
type)  will  be  set  in  bold.  Also, 
receipts  and  tear  sheets  will  be  pro¬ 
vided  only  if  your  order  is  accom¬ 
panied  by  an  SASE.  Thank  you.  Q 


Bunkbeds.  Vermont  precision,  solid  maple.  Good 
condition.  $1,400  new.  Call  (415)  282-0747. 

Word  Processing:  Manuscripts,  theses,  disserta¬ 
tions.  tape  transcription,  editing.  Joanne,  43 1  -0603. 

Books-Books-Books  Bought:  I  come  to  you.  Call 
L.  J.  469-9338  (46-year  San  Francisco  resident). 

Clean  &  Natural.  Environmentally  friendly  clean¬ 
ing.  Same  day  service.  Call  Simone,  (4 1 5)  303-9865. 

Words  Wanted:  The  Noe  Valley  Voice  welcomes 
submissions  of  poems,  stories,  and  essays,  particu¬ 
larly  those  with  neighborhood  themes.  Payment 
upon  publication.  Send  manuscript  (typed,  please), 
plus  name,  address,  and  phone,  to  the  Noe  Valley 
Voice,  1021  Sanchez  St.,  San  Francisco,  CA  941 14. 


Come  visit  us  online! 

Each  month  the  Class  Ads 
and  the  top  news  stories 
are  posted  on  our  web  site 
for  your  enjoyment. 
www.noevalleyvoice.com 


Bejewel  yourself  at 

Rudy  Paul  Jewelers 


Fine  Jewelry  and  Watches 
Full  Service  Repair  Department  •  40  Years  Experience 

3915  C  24th  Street  •  415  641-4720 


Jazz  on  a  Sunday  Afternoon 

at  Noe  Valley  Ministry 

1021  Sanchez  Street  (near  23rd  Street),  S.F. 

(415)  824-9557  for  concert  information 

Sunday,  July  11,  4  p.m.  -  MIKE  GREENSILL  &  NOEL  JEWKES 

Two  mainstream  jazz  masters  with  their  trio  $12  general  admission 

Sunday,  July  25,  4  p.m.  -  KITTY  MARG0LIS 

The  great  jazz  singer,  with  her  Quartet  $14  general  admission 

Doors  open  at  3:30  p.m. 

Tickets  at  the  door  or  in  advance  at  Streetlight  Records,  3979  24th  Street,  S.F. 
Seniors  and  Students  $2  discount  (at  the  door  only) 
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Neighborhood  Services 


Dolores 

Place 


Bed  &  Breakfast 

25th/Dolores 

Private  Entrance  •  Kitchenette 

415*824-8728 

www.doloresplace.com 


3012  Fillmore 

Massage 
Therapy 

Swedish,  Deep  Tissue 
Experienced  Therapist 

415-244-3892 


Linda  G.  Rose,  lcsw 

PSYCHOTHERAPY 

moving  towards  emotional,  physical, 
mental,  and  spiritual  well  being 
tW! 

415-643-3996 

SAN  FRANCISCO  •  NOE  VALLEY  OFFICE 
BCD,  ADTR  LCS  1  5026 


Lanny  K.  Fielder 

ATTORNEY  AT  LAW 

Over  20  years  experience 
in  San  Francisco 

Tel:  (415)  703-0834 


Haircuts 

color 

PERMS 

“We  bring  ou't 

HIGHLIGHTING 

the  best  in  you” 

FACIALS 

A  X' 

WAXING 

[\ 

MASSAGE 

W^Silll 

Open  7  Days 

Ar  hi  uni) 

3836  24th  Street 

•  San  Francisco  •  641 .8948 

BACK  PAIN? 

NECK  /  SHOULDER  PAIN  /  R.S.I. 


The  ALEXANDER  TECHNIQUE  is  a  logical 
approach  to  relieving  pain  and  stress  by 
eliminating  the  root  cause  of  the  problem. 

In  a  short  series  of  comfort¬ 
able  and  affordable  sessions 
you  can  gain  the  skills  to 
eliminate  your  own  pain. 

Relief  from  pain  usually 
begins  in  the  first  session. 

Glenn  Canin,  ASTAT  cert. 

3674  19th  St.  (at  Dolores) 

(415)  487-1361 


PROBLEMS 

WITH  FOOD? 

UNCOMFORTABLE  WITH  YOUR  BODY? 

WHV  NOT  TALK  TO  SOMEONE  WHO  REALLY  UNDERSTANDS? 

Experienced  Eating  Disorders  Therapist 

Evening  appointments  available 
Some  insurance  accepted 

Diana  Murphy  MFCC  (MFC  32704) 
(415)681-1767 


Quit  Smoking  in  One  Session 

Dr.  Jonathon  D.  Gray  •  Hypnosis 
San  Francisco  •  563-2333 

Addictions  •  Stress  Reduction 
Pain  Control  •  Weight  Control 
Phobias  •  Optimum  Performance 


ROOMMATES 

N O  M f l  © 


Now  You  Can  Screen  Roommates  in  Advance! 

Matched  to  YOUR  Criteria  by  phone. 

Hear  roommates  in  their  own  voices,  before  you 
interview  them!  It's  confidential.  Your  profile  is  heard 
only  by  those  who  match  YOUR  criteria.  All  lifestyles. 

Free  94-hr  Inlet  (415)  696-7056 


LIST  YOUR  VACANCY  FREE! 


Need  help  getting  your  business  online? 
Baffled  by  the  Internet?  Research? 

Web  Site  Development 

Call  (415)  647-8366 
Or  email  to:  webtige@aol.com 

Specializing  in  small  businesses 
and  self-employed  persons 


Counselling r 

<£z 

^Associates 

San  Francisco  &  Marin 
California  license  M6748 
Member,  CAMFT,  NAFL  (clinical) 

(415)  383-2120 

J.  Juan  Alcedo,  M.  A.,  Ph  D. 
Clinical  Director 


Acupuncture  Clinic  & 

Chinese  Herbal  Pharmacy 

1201  Noe  Street  (at  25th)  •  415  285.0931 

Convenient  concentrated  liquid  extracts,  tablets, 
teas,  bulk  herbs,  nutritional  supplements 
Acupuncture  by  appointment 
Ancient  Remedies  for  Modem  Ailments 


3915  A  -  24th  St. 

In  the  Noe  Valley  Mall 

(between  Sanchez  &  Noe) 

Tel:  (415)  643-5592 

Nails  •  Waxing  •  Facials  •  Eyelashes  •  Tints 
Mon.  -  Sat.  9  AM  -  7  PM  •  Sun.  -  9:30  AM  -  7  PM 


with  Anne  Saliou 


Noe  Valley  Studio 
(415)  564-7065 

Quality  classes  with  experienced  instructor 


DIRT  CHEAP 
PLANE  TICKETS 

824-2550 

Book  Charters  to  Europe  Now 

y/  A'fi,  dirt  cheap  travel 
3901  23rd  St. 


THERAPEUTIC 

MASSAGE 

• 

REIKI 

Swedish  •  Shiatsu  •  Deep  Tissue 
GIFT  CERTIFICATES 

Jamey  Jacobus,  CMT 

824-2765  Member  AMTA 


Come  visit  us  in  the 
middle  of  the  night  at 
www.noevalleyvoice.com. 
This  month’s  Class  Ads 
and  the  top  news  stories 
and  columns  are  posted 
on  our  lovely  web  site. 


Piano  Lessons  for 
Beginners 

Affiliated  with  California 
Vocal  Arts  Studio 

In  Noe  Valley 

Christine  Seigel  826-5154 


ANN  L.  FOLEY,  L.C.S.W. 

Psychotherapy  for  Women 

Childhood  Trauma  •  Relationships 
Grief  and  Loss  •  Blocked  Creativity 
Adult  Children  of  Aging  Parents 

(415)  273-1598 


license  #16778 


•  Teachings 


TIBETAN 

Tse  Chen  Ling  Center 

£ 

I  /v-  •  Meditation 

■kW  s' 

,  V 

X  4  Joost  Ave 

ojiV  /  San  Francisco 

v  AA-K’  (415)  339-8002 

BUDDHISM 

Love  •  Compassion  •  Joy  •  Equanimity 


Dolores  Street 

Baptist  Church  °  " 

A  Welcoming 
and  Affirming  Church 
in  the  Anabaptist  tradition 

938  Valencia  Street  (at  Liberty) 

San  Francisco,  CA  94110 
(415)  826-2641  •  CPA1203@aol.com 

Sunday  Worship  11:00  am 


Workers's  Comp 

Private  Insurance 

LH.I.I.U - 

Larry  Forsberg,  L.Ac. 

Licensed  Acupuncturist 
Chinese  Herbologist 

1  OA1  Cfnukf 

i  ZU  1  INOC  2) Li  ect 

(415)648-8084 

email:  acumeister@aol.com 

Learn  to 


•  Breathing  &  vocal  technique 

•  Confidence 

•  Ear  training,  harmony  &  more 

Individual  instruction  from  a 
professional  and  supportive 
teacher  in  Noe  Valley 

Christopher  Berkner  415  406-7314 


Victorian 

Garden 


Bed  &  Breakfast  •  Noe  Valley 

26th  Street  (between  Sancbez  &  Noe) 
Suite  wi  th  hitch  en  — 
Private  entrance  an  J  Lath  room 

415206-0202 


Macintosh  Help 

-Set  up  &  training  for  your  Mac  System 
-Connection  to  AOL,  Internet  &  others 
-Troubleshooting  problems 
-Selection  &  installation  of  software 

•  14  years  working  at  Apple  • 

Steve  Kolesar 
415.821.2012 


For  the 
Straight  Story 
on  Display  Ads  in 
The  Noe  Valley  Voice 
Call  Steve 
239-1114 


Gloria  Namkung,  MFCCI 

#IMF30866 

Psychotherapy 
Specializing  in  HIV  Issues 

Sliding  Scale  Fee 

Noe  Valley  Office 

415-995-2317 

Supervised  by  Miriam  Garfinkel,  MFCC 
#MFC28421 
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and  now  for  the 

RUMORS 

behind  the  news 


Hey,  Gray  Davis, 
Prioritize  This 

By  Mazook 

THE  MAZOOKMOBILE — substituting 
for  the  beleaguered  Noe  Valley  Bu¬ 
reau  of  Investigation  (NVBI) — recently 
stopped  by  two  local  schools,  looking  for 
answers  to  our  pesky  public  education 
problems.  Wearing  my  Mazook  hat,  I 
asked  to  interview  some  new  grads  from 
the  Class  of  ’99,  fifth-graders  at  Alvara¬ 
do  Elementary  School  on  Douglass,  and 
eighth-graders  from  James  Lick  Middle 
School  on  Noe  Street. 

I  met  with  Bonnie  Kuczborski’s  class 
in  Room  22  at  Alvarado,  and  Roberto 
Pena’s  GRIP  group  at  Lick  (Gang  Re¬ 
sponse  Intervention  Program),  who  gave 
up  part  of  their  lunch  hour  to  answer  this 
question:  “If  you  were  governor  of  the 
State  of  California,  what  is  the  first  thing 
you  would  do  for  your  school,  and  why?” 

The  students  had  15  minutes  to  write 
their  answers  down,  and  had  no  advance 
warning  of  the  question.  I  told  them  to 
think  about  it  first,  and  not  to  worry  so 
much  about  spelling  (“I  am  looking  more 
for  what  you  have  to  say  than  how  you 
say  it”). 

Oh,  and  make  sure  you  write  legibly, 
so  I  can  read  every  word  of  your  expert 
opinions  and  pass  them  on  to  the  Voice 
readers,  who  might  then  pass  them  on  to 
our  newly  elected  “Public  education  is  my 
top  priority”  governor.  Gray  Davis.  (You 
all  remember  that  Gray  beat  Dan  Lund- 
gren  in  Noe  Valley  by  a  ratio  of  10  to  1.) 

Davis  presented  several  education  ini¬ 
tiatives,  both  in  his  budget  proposals  (not 
yet  passed)  and  in  “emergency”  legisla¬ 
tion  passed  by  the  legislature  in  special 
session  in  March.  The  numbers  added  up 
to  $1.3  billion  for  schools,  half  of  which 
would  come  from  the  March  legislation 
and  the  other  from  the  proposed  budget. 
Line  items  included  improving  the  qual¬ 
ity  of  teachers,  school  safety,  and  the  ac¬ 
countability  and  performance  of  students, 
particularly  in  reading. 

As  you  will  see,  however,  the  students 
are  crying  out  for  some  very  simple  and 
inexpensive  things  to  improve  their  learn¬ 
ing  experience.  And  they  need  these 
things  now! 

s  s  s 

IN  A  NUTSHELL:  Alvarado  student 
Megan,  age  11,  has  summed  up  the  feel¬ 
ings  of  kids  at  both  schools,  and  probably 
the  students  at  all  public  schools  in  Cali¬ 
fornia.  Hey,  Gray,  check  this  out: 

“If  I  were  governor  of  the  State  of  Cal¬ 
ifornia,  the  first  thing  I  would  do  for  my 
school,  Alvarado,  is  to  buy  more  equip¬ 
ment  and  supplies.  We  are  always  run¬ 
ning  out  of  markers,  colored  pencils, 
crayons,  and  chalk.  Also,  most  of  our 
equipment  is  old.  Our  desks  are  stained 
and  people  have  cut  bits  off  the  tops.  Our 
chairs  are  old  and  cracked  and  not  all  the 
same  size.  Our  books  are  old  and  icky. 

“I  would  also  get  our  school  repainted 
and  the  floors  re-done.  The  floors  are  full 
of  holes  and  covered  with  marks.  The 
paint  is  starting  to  fade  and  peel,  and  the 
varnish  is  coming  off  the  woodwork.  The 
chalk  boards  are  also  covered  with  old 
bits  of  tape. 

“School  is  fun  just  the  same,”  she  winds 
up  (giving  us  a  small  crack  of  light). 

Classmate  Emily,  age  11,  was  even 
more  specific  about  the  supplies  needed: 
“[As  governor,  I’d]  supply  more  school 


materials  like  textbooks,  paper,  pencils, 
erasers,  chalk,  and  chalk  erasers....  I 
would  supply  those  things  because  we  are 
always  running  out.”  Emily  also  insists, 
“I  would  also  pay  the  teachers  more,”  and 
concludes:  “I  would  stop  the  people  who 
are  making  better  jails  than  schools  be¬ 
cause  schools  are  more  important.” 

Concurring  is  Daniel,  also  1 1  years  old, 
who  says,  “I  think  Alvarado  needs  more 
money  for  supplies,  such  as  scissors, 
rulers,  computer  programs,  pencils, 
markers  and  crayons,  and  other  necessary 
supplies  for  a  better  learning  experience.” 

Ten-year-old  Nick  wanted  $100,000 
right  away  as  extra  pay  for  the  teachers, 
and  money  “to  buy  new  school  sporting 
equipment,  school  supplies,  new  science 
kits. ..up-to-date  encyclopedias  and  maps 
and  other  stuff.”  Pleads  Nick,  “I  would  try 
to  make  school  much  more  fun  for  kids, 
so  when  kids  wake  up  they  won’t  groan 
‘oh  no,  school,’  but  they’ll  say  ‘all  right, 
it’s  a  school  day!”’ 

Isn’t  that  the  essence  of  it  all? 

s  s  a 

WITH  HIS  FINGER  ON  THE  PULSE,  10- 
year-old  Desmond  wrote  that  he  had  a  dif¬ 
ferent  priority,  one  which  permeated  the 
responses  of  almost  all  the  soon-to-be 
sixth-  and  ninth-graders: 

“If  I  were  governor  of  California,  the 
first  thing  I  would  do  for  Alvarado  would 
be  to  give  the  school  updated  encyclope¬ 
dias  and  better  bathrooms,  and  more  ed¬ 
ucation  in  math,  and  have  more  hands-on 
activities  like  photo  developing,  better  art 
classes,  and  more  hands-on  experiments 
in  science.  I  would  give  the  school  better 
encyclopedias  because  most  of  them  are 
old  and  need  more  info.  The  bathrooms 
are  always  smelly  and  don’t  get  cleaned 
very  well.  Math  is  a  very  important  sub¬ 
ject,  and  everyone  should  be  well  edu¬ 
cated  in  this  subject.  Hands-on  activities 
are  important  because  it  makes  learning 
a  lot  more  fun.” 

The  first  thing  Madeline,  age  “10-and- 
a-half,”  would  do  is  “get  the  school  new 
window  shades,”  because  the  sun  gets  into 
“your  eyes,  on  your  back,  and  is  reflect¬ 
ed  off  book  covers.  I  also  would  clean  the 
bathrooms  up  because  they  are  slippery 
and  stinky.  Some  doors  don’t  have  locks.” 

For  10-year-old  Alex,  the  first  thing  to 
do  is  get  new  desks  and  chairs  because  “it 
will  help  us  by  being  comfortable  doing 
our  work.” 

But  Ariel,  age  12,  would  make  sure  the 
art  program  lasted  all  year. 

For  Erin,  10,  the  priorities  are  to  “ex¬ 
pand  the  library,  expand  the  music  pro¬ 
gram  . . .  and  have  more  athletic  sports,  be¬ 
cause  I  think  everyone  should  be  getting 
exercise  and  I  think  everyone  has  a  sport 
that  they  like.” 

a  s  s 

THE  LICK  STUDENTS  who  role-played 
as  governor  are  in  GRIP,  an  after-school 
activity  and  tutoring  group.  Their  coordi¬ 
nator,  Roberto  Pena,  is  a  Lick  alumnus 
who  graduated  in  1988. 

Eighth-grader  David,  13,  set  the  tone 
for  most  of  his  classmates:  “If  I  was  the 


governor  of  the  State  of  California,  the  first 
thing  I  would  do  would  be  to  put  more  re¬ 
search  materials  inside  the  classroom.  I 
think  that  the  classes  could  use  more  in¬ 
formative  textbooks  and  more  computers 
with  the  Internet.  I  would  have  one  com¬ 
puter  with  the  Internet  for  every  four  kids. 
I  would  do  that  because  a  lot  of  kids  don’t 
have  the  Internet  at  their  house,  and  they 
need  to  have  access  to  a  computer.” 

Terse  but  true  is  14-year-old  Ray’s  re¬ 
sponse:  “I  would  put  more  time  for  kids 
to  learn.  I  would  put  [more]  activities.  I 
would  put  more  money  to  buy  more 
books.” 

Terser  still  was  David  S.,  age  15:  “I 
would  rebuild  the  school  because  the 
school  needs  a  lot  of  work.” 

Eben,  13,  wants  first  to  fund  “good  art 
and  music  classes....  Next,  not  just  for  this 
school,  but  for  as  many  as  possible,  I 
would  develop  a  better  free  lunch... and  I 
would  fix  up  the  building  itself.” 

And  Priscilla  is  a  13-year-old  who 
knows  her  priorities: 

“The  first  thing  I  would  do  is  make  gym 
optional,  make  electives  your  own  choice. 
[I’d  also]  make  a  no-uniform  policy; 


however,  students  wouldn’t  be  allowed  to 
wear  certain  gang-related  clothes  or 
things  that  are  obscene  or  offensive.  Make 
graduation  caps  and  gowns  free.  There 
would  be  more  field  trips.  Summer  school 
would  take  field  trips.” 

It  looks  as  if  Jimmy  and  Herman  think 
Lick’s  hours  should  change.  Says  Jimmy, 
“Make  it  start  a  little  bit  later  like  at  8:50 
and  end  at  2:30.”  Jimmy  also  wants 
enough  money  “to  fix  it  all  [Lick]... and 
buy  more  school  materials.” 

Herman,  agreeing  with  his  friend,  says, 
“The  first  thing  I  would  do  for  James  Lick 
School  is  to  make  it  start  at  8:40  every 
day.” 

s  s  s 

WRITES  14- YEAR-OLD  ISAAC,  per¬ 
haps  a  future  governor  of  this  great  state: 
“If  I  were  the  governor  of  the  State  of  Cal¬ 
ifornia,  the  first  thing  I  would  do  for 
James  Lick  Middle  School  is  give  James 
Lick  more  money  to  pay  for  better  sup¬ 
plies,  such  as  new  textbooks,  better  com- 
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Numbers. 
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is  our  goal. 
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puters,  [and]  a  paint  job,  because  you  are 
a  product  of  your  environment,  and  if 
James  Lick  is  a  positive  environment,  it 
will  make  the  kids  positive,  too.” 

Amen,  Isaac. 

s  s  s 


BEFORE  I  GO,  I  want  to  thank  all  the 
kids  who  gave  me  their  valuable  time  and 
energy,  and  most  of  all,  their  thoughts.  I 
also  want  to  thank  the  governor’s  office 
and  Ann  Bancroft  in  the  Office  of  the  Sec¬ 
retary  for  Education  for  getting  me  the 
very  latest  figures  on  the  $1.3  billion  ed¬ 
ucation  budget. 

Almost  $200  million  is  targeted  for 
“reading  improvement,”  and  $  1 50  million 
is  for  “teacher  quality,”  with  $  1 00  million 
for  “teacher  performance  bonuses.” 

There  is  also  $25  mil  for  “middle 
school  after-school  programs”  and  $10 
million  for  elementary  after-school  pro¬ 
grams.  Then  there’s  $40  million  for  “par¬ 
ent  involvement.” 

I  found  $143  million  earmarked  for 
“deferred  maintenance,”  which  is  proba¬ 
bly  about  10  percent  of  what  is  needed. 

On  the  textbook  issue,  I  was  informed 
by  Ms.  Bancroft  that  there  was  about  $250 
million  left  over  from  last  year,  plus  $250 
mil  allocated  this  past  January,  plus  an¬ 
other  $144  mil  allocated  by  the  legisla¬ 
tive  special  session,  plus  an  additional 
$25  million  for  “classroom  books.”  That 
gives  us  a  grand  total  of 669  million  bucks 
for  books. 

Now,  if  we  could  just  get  a  few  thou¬ 
sand  dollars  in  paper,  pencils,  and  other 
basic  teaching  supplies  into  our  neigh¬ 
borhood  schools,  we  could  move  on  those 
million-dollar  items  that  will  make  our 
schools  places  our  kids  want  to  go. 

Bye  kids!  Q 


Peggy  Handler,  mfcc 
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A  99 -Cent  Story 

BY  EURYDICE  CHRONES  <$> 


/I  A  y  love  affair  began  over  30  years  ago.  But  today,  I  still 
JL  V JL  live  for  the  chill  of  the  cold  steel  against  my  thigh.  The 
bar  strikes  where  leg  meets  hip,  and  I  push  against  it  with  only 
the  force  of  my  stride  and  sheer  anticipation  to  carry  me  forward. 
I  love  that  turnstile.  I  love  everything  about  Walgreens. 


Jean  Nate  meets  Cover  Girl  in  a 
sensory  “bien  venido”  that  envelops 
me.  Comforts  me.  “Go  ahead,  try  me,” 
dares  a  sensuously 
curved  pastel  pink 
bottle  of  vitamin- 
enriched  body  lo¬ 
tion.  It’s  no  sur¬ 
prise  that  Cosmetics  is  the  first 
department  I  explore.  It  grabs  you 
quickly,  forcefully:  Look  at  me.  Touch 
me.  Smell  me. 

But  it’s  just  the  beginning.  Like  the 
notches  in  the  turnstile,  each  and  every 
department  marks  a  turning  point  in 
my  life.  From  Candy  to  Cold  Reme¬ 
dies,  every  aisle  has  a  story.  You  see,  I 
lived  with  my  mother  as  a  child.  That 
is  not  unusual.  What  was  unusual  was 
that  my  mother  and  I  lived  together — 
at  Walgreens. 

I  don’t  know  why  we  made  such 
frequent  visits.  Perhaps  it  was  because 
we  were  not  a  stock-up  kind  of  family. 
We  were  lucky  if  we  could  remember 
to  buy  a  yellow-flagged,  99-cent  roll  of 
Walgreen’s-brand  toilet  paper  before 
the  cardboard  tube  on  our  current  roll 
shed  its  final  layer  of  skin. 

We  scorned  the  “club”  concept.  We 
could  not  understand  why  people  would 
pay  for  the  right  to  buy  shampoo  by 
the  gallon  (pump  included),  coffee  by 


the  plantation,  paper  by  the  pallet. 
These  bulk  buyers  proudly  walk  down 
aisles  20  feet  wide  and  three  stories  tall, 
pushing  shopping 
carts  that  look  like 
props  left  over 
from  the  old  Land 
of  the  Giants  TV 
show.  We  didn’t  belong  in  that  world. 

Walgreens  carts  are  Barbie-size.  You 
love  them  as  a  child  and  appreciate 
them  as  an  adult.  They’re  training 
wheels:  Practice  before  you  can  safely 
push  at  Safeway.  I  trained  hard. 

I  pushed  while  Mom  shopped. 
Silently  at  first.  My  comments  were  ex¬ 
pressed  not  in  emotions  but  in  mo¬ 
tions.  My  cart  was  an  impervious, 
speeding  SUV,  racing  past  the  Eye  Care 
aisle.  I  went  into  4-wheel  drive,  swerv¬ 
ing  to  avoid  Analgesics.  I  slowed  to  a 
crawl  in  Toys.  I  dragged  my  left  foot, 
scuffing  the  cold  tile  floors  with  my 
sneaker-clad  emergency  brake,  any 
time  we  approached  Candy. 

I  learned  more  than  the  basics  of 
driver’s  education  at  Walgreen’s.  I 
learned  the  meaning  of  “No.”  I  heard 
it  often:  No.  Don’t  eat  that.  No.  That’s 
for  boys.  No.  That’s  for  mommies.  No. 
Ask  me  again  in  20  years.  No.  I  do  not 
have  a  penny  for  the  gumball  machine. 
(I  was  a  slow  learner.) 


But  I  would  not  have  grown  to  love 
Walgreen’s  so  much  if  all  I’d  ever  heard 
was  “No.”  On  the  contrary,  I  was  al¬ 
lowed  to  buy  my  first  lip  gloss  at  Wal¬ 
green’s  . . .  and  my  first  lipstick.  My  first 
crayons  came  from  Walgreen’s,  as  did 
my  first  five-subject  spiral  notebook. 
And  my  sister  bought  her  first  —  and 
last — home  permanent  at  Walgreen’s. 
(She  did  not  shop  with  my  mother  in 
tow  as  often  as  I  did,  or  she  would 
never  have  reached  the  checkout 
counter  with  that  box  of  junior-high, 
peer-pressurized  chemicals.) 

And  it  was  because  of  Walgreen’s 
that  I  first  grasped  the  magnitude  of 
what  my  father  did  for  a  living. 

“Where  are  you  going?”  I  asked  my 
mother  as  we  finished  our  shopping 
one  day. 

“We  have  to  pay  at  Cosmetics,”  she 
said,  stopping  me  in  my  tracks. 

This  wasn’t  our  usual  pattern.  A 
trip  to  Walgreen’s  had,  up  till  then,  cul¬ 
minated  in  a  visit  to  the  checkout  lane 
for  our  final  “I  can’t  possibly  leave 
without  this”  impulse  purchases. 

“Why?”  I  asked. 

“Because  Dad  has  a  special  dis¬ 
count  now.” 

A  special  discount. 

My  father  was  a  pediatrician  who 
passed  out  shots  and  lollipops  in  equal 
measure.  Like  any  physician,  he  had 
saved  lives.  And  thanks  to  a  stroke  of 
Walgreen’s  marketing  genius,  he,  like 
any  physician  who  wrote  out  countless 
illegible  prescriptions,  was  now  enti¬ 
tled  to  a  discount. 

Unlike  most  physicians’  daughters 
perhaps,  I  came  to  believe  that  the 
greatest  reflection  of  my  father’s  role  in 
society  was  his  “professional  discount,” 
at  my  favorite  store  in  the  universe.  It 
was  then  that  my  father  became  God. 

Through  his  omnipotence,  we 
could  bypass  the  long  checkout  lines. 
We  could  buy  anything  —  a  bar  of 
candy  or  a  bar  of  soap — with  the  per¬ 


sonal  assistance  of  the  woman  at  Cos¬ 
metics.  She  and  my  mother  were  on  a 
first-name  basis.  (I  still  regret  not  invit¬ 
ing  her  to  my  college  graduation.) 

When  my  eldest  nephew,  Luke,  was 
born  nine  years  ago,  I  discovered  the 
diaper  aisle.  Five  nieces  and  nephews 
later  —  including  twin  girls  born  on 
Valentine’s  Day — and  I’m  an  expert  in 
Baby  Needs  and  Toys- Games.  (As  the 
twins’  godmother,  I  will  have  to  take  a 
special  role  in  their  indoctrination.) 

Last  fall,  I  uncovered  new  territory 
in  Walgreen’s:  Anti-wrinkle  creams. 
Anti-anxiety  pills.  Now  my  candy  only 
Looks  like  candy. 

My  father,  bless  his  soul,  passed 
away  this  year.  (His  discount  fell  by  the 
wayside  in  the  early  ’90s.)  Yet  my 
mother  continues  to  hand  down  the 
family  tradition  to  her  grandchildren. 
When  she  and  Luke  go  to  pay  for  their 
crayons  and  notebooks,  they  make  a 
beeline  for  the  cosmetics  counter. 

And  no  matter  how  old  I  am,  I 
think  I’ll  always  drag  my  foot  a  bit  in 
the  candy  aisle. 

Eurydice  Chrones  moved  to  San  Francisco 
from  the  Windy  City  two  years  ago.  She  works 
as  creative  director  for  the  ad  agency  that 
markets  McDonald’s  Happy  Meals.  She  lives 
in  Buena  Vista  Park,  but  “/ actually  hangout 
at  Starbucks  in  Noe  Valley  —  and,  of  course, 
I  love  the  Walgreens  on  Castro.  ” 


SU  B  MISSION'S 
THE  LAST  PACK 


The  Noe  Valley  Voice  invites  you  to  submit 
fiction,  essays,  or  poetry  for  possible 
publication  on  The  Last  Page.  Please  mail 
manuscripts,  which  should  be  no  more  than 
1,500  words,  to  the  Noe  Valley  Voice,  1021 
Sanchez  St.,  San  Francisco,  CA  94114.  Or  e- 
mai \  jaxvoice@aol.com.  Don’t  forget  to  include 
your  name,  address,  and  phone  number,  and  an 
SASE  if  you  want  your  manuscript  returned. 

We  look  forward  to  hearing  from  you. 
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